Ref: 93-FOI-0513 


Mr. Jeffrey M. Goldberc 


Dear Mr. Goldberg: 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request of February 22, 1993. Our interim response of March 9, 

1993, refers. 

We. have been advised by the Office of the Executive 
Secretariat, Organization of the Joint Staff (JS) and the Office 
of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (European and NATO 
Policy) that the enclosed documents are responsive to your 
request,. The information that has been redacted, and other 
documents that have been denied in total, are currently and 
properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 12356, 
Section 1.3(a) (3) , and (5) concerning foreign government 
information, and foreign relations or foreign activities of the 
United States the release of which would damage national 
security/ or is an inter agency memorandum which is deliberative 
in nature and used in the decision making process. Consequently, 
Major General Gene A. Deegan, USMC, Organization of the Joint 
Staff, Mr. George W. Badner, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, European and NATO Policy, and Commander Richard L. 
Rodgers, USN, Office of the Executive Secretary, have denied 
release of the information pursuant to Title 5 USC 552 (b) (1) and 

(b) (5) . 

You have the right to appeal General Deegan, Mr. Badner, and 
Commander Rodgers' decision to deny this information. Any such 
appeal should offer justification to support reversal of the 
initial denial and should be forwarded, within 60 calendar days 
of the date of this letter, to the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), DFOISR, Room 2C757, 
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1400. 

Previously released documents are considered to be in the 
public domain. Public domain documents are released to 
subsequent FOIA requesters at the cost of reproduction of the 
information. This is based on a concept of equity to the general 
public,' wherein the cost to reproduce publicly available 
documents should be borne by the requester and not the public at 
large. 
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His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani vv-"v^ -p/; 

Ambassador E. and P. '■ 

Embassy of Italy . 'p-V 

1601 Fuller St. , N.W. • 

Washington, DC 20009 ;p;. 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Persuant to your request of 27 December' 198I8V We; 
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or' ships, were 
Operating in the: designated areas on 27 June 1980, and whether • v-: 

we have any information from the radar "systems. of. ,U.S. ^equipmertt/:^:^.;.:' 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Commanders in the. area have been queried in 
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor- 
mation available indicates that the United States did not have 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels 
operating in the zone as defined in your Aide Memoire or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. > 

I hope that this information is beneficial to the investigating 
commission. -If I can be of any further help on this issue please- 
let me know. . -■ p .... . p. " ... : *' r 



ff. 

William H. Taft, IV 
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Potential Italian Ambassador Request for 
Information from CJCS . 


2.2 MAR 1989 



SUSPENSE 


jgBM 


SERVICE ACTION REQUESTED 


VOTE ( ) COORD ( ) INFO' ( } NONE 


RELEASE FOR VOTE 


ACTION SUMMARY ' ” . ; * ‘ " . - ' - 

1. Purpose . Provide CJCS with information concerning a potential request by 

Italian Ambassador Petrignani to meet with CJCS concerning US involvement in 
the 1980 Ustica Air Disaster. . v; 

2 . Discussion . • - - v : • . 

a. At 1615 today, AMEMBASSY Rome Pol-Mil Officer contacted EURDIV AO to 

inform him of the following: On afternoon of 22 Mar 89, US Ambassador to 

Italy Rabb met with MOD Zanone during a Congressional Delegation visit. 
After the visit, Zanone requested Rabb remain to discuss the matter of US 
involvement in the 1980 Ustica Air Disaster. 

b. Zanone has concerns that the recently released results of the 
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the crash of the DC- 9 
are stimulating great speculation that the US was involved. He desires 
to obtain reassurance of US noninvolvement in the incident. . 

c. Amb Rabb recommended to Zanone that it might be Useful for Italy's 
Ambassador to the US Petrignani to visit CJCS to obtain the official US 
military position on the matter. Amb Rabb intends to call CJCS on We4, 

2 3 Mar 89, to inform him of his recommendation to Zanone. 7/*. 

d. OASD/ISP is currently working a package in coordination with the 
Joint Staff to respond to an Italian Embassy request for information. 

ISP had previously provided information to the effect that the US had no 
involvement in the incident. Joint Staff/J-3 provided input to the 
previous responses . . . 

e. Tabs provide. recent message traffic on the issue. . 

3. Recommendation . None. Provided for Info Only. 
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ACTION SUlwMARY 


1., ihe Deputy Secretary of Defense requested,* in response to. an Italian 
nmoassy request, ** that the US provide, any information available which' 
raignt nave a bearing on the downing of ah ITAVIA DC-9 on 27 June 1980. . 


2 • •; “FP^opciate agencies researched this information at an earlier date ' ■ ■ 
ana. determined that the US did not have aircraft or ships : operating in the: 

th ®, ^ im f. of . t 2 e cra sh- , This information has been 5 reverif ied with 
uSEUCQM. ihe attacned proposed DJS memorandum informs the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense of this .' fact and' provides a proposed memorandum for 
response to tne Italian Ambassador. 


3. Recommend DJS approve and forward attached proposed memorandum; 
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References':. 

. *DepSecDef / Memo , 29 Dec 88, "Response to Italian Aide Memoire " 
**Italian Embassy Aide. Memoire., 27 Dec 88 (SJS 1516/092 
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ACTION OFFICER 


COORD I NAT I ON /APPROVAL 


KERRY. R. BAUM 

• • r-c A V • 

OFFICE 

NAME & DATE 

EXT ~ 

OFFICE. 

NAME &. DATE 

EXT 

... — i.l-v./ uyM . 

.7- • .inn . ... 

EBHK 

mxnsusamEgm 

tsEsam 






^ i 




uL or ancn 
Ext .52538 
; Secure 2796 


i __ ~ 






. 


1 ■ — s 








yvaiiy 

TrinTTripn f oqt? • 







uULir.ULU i. zd / / 














DATE PREPARED 

CLASSIFICATION 

: ... ' 7 UNCLASSIFIED. ';7y . 7 


DECLAS 

INSTRUCTIONS 

. -V 


JU.1 iM. I36L. 


1 9 x e r n a.i. Star f.„-P a pet .^l-'eiease' Covered by MOP 39 ; • 

y yy y ;. ■ ; y y ; ,; : y y,/ .y yy . y ; y ■§ : y 










QO W& 


Reply Zip Code 
20313—030 0 


THE JOINT STAFF 
WASHINGTON. O.C., 


DJSM 23-89 . 

10 January 1989 


MEMORANDUM for. the deputy secretary of defense' 

Subject: Response to Italian Aide Memoirs . 

The Joint staff has reviewed the ir.forxaticn outlined ir. the A 

references to your memorandum, and verified that there were no 

US aircraft or vessels in the area at the time of the Ustrca 

air crash . Based upon this review the attached proposed 

memorandum has been prepared as a suggested response to the 
Italian Aide Memoir e. 


RICHARD B. GOETZE , JR. 
Major General, USAF 
.Vice Director , Joint ' Staff 
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APPENDIX 

DRAFT 


FOR THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO T HE ; UNITED stoSS 

Subject. on the- Downing of IT AVI A DC- 9 in the " 

Centrel Tyrrhenian Sea on 27 June 1980 - the 

The Joint staff; chief of Save! Operations; US national and .1 
naval intelligence agencies; US Commander in Chief, Europe- 
Commander in Chief. US Navy. Europe; and the Commander. US 
Sixth Fleet, have been queried in response to your Aide 
Memo ire of 27 December 1988 and all information available 
Indicates that the United states did not have ships or 
aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of the 
DC- 9 crash, since there were no US aircraft or vessels 
operating, in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time in question, there 
is no information that can be provided from US radar systems. 
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EAIR, MOPS, PREL, IT 

THE U.S. AND THE USTICA AIR CRASH OF ITAVIA 


ROME 2S2L7 


JSG£^ 
J Cn Aor. 


1. THE DEPARTMENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
FROM THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD -CNTSB> AS 
A PARTIAL ANSWER TO REFTEL. ( 



2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GRAVATT/UOOD TELECON, JOSEPH 
PONTECORVO of THE U.S. federal aviation administration 
•CFAA3-, THEN AT ROME, WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE U . S . 
ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH. 
MR. PONTECORVO CAN NOW BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT 
STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS. 


3. FOLLOWING THE CRASH, AT THE REQUEST OF THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT JOHN C • MACIDULL CNOU AT FAA HEADQUARTERS 
ON BOB-Eb?-^ 6 ?}, THEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, AIRCRAFT 
PERFORMANCE-, AT NTSB, PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT 
HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING {PARA. 3 OF REFTEL* 
NO COPIES WERE KEPT BY NTSB. AT THE TIME OF THE 
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■/‘FALKLAND'S UARv PIACIDULL’S REPORT UAS REVEALED IN DFTATI 
ON AN HOUR-LONG BBC PANORAMA PROGRAM BY TOMMANML-™ 
{THE PROGRAM BAS NOT SHOUN IN THEUS 1H BifSf 'i.rt 
NOT KNOW HOU HIS REPORT UASOBTAINED^ "*C»ULL DOES 

ON JUNE Hi 1HB7, THE NTSB ASSISTED AN ITALIAN 
DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVU DC^-s%- 
COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER, UHICH HAD BEEN IN THE SFA FOR 
SEVEN YEARS BUT UAS IN GOOD CONDITION . THE ' TAPF^RF'Ati 
AS IF EVERYTHING UAS NORMAL IN THE COCKPIT WT^THFN A - ‘ 
THERE CAME A SUDDEN END, APPARENTLY INDICATING A P ' 
COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AIRCRAFT^" -■ / 

S« NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUNDi UHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE MCDONNELL -DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION .YY 
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ACTION SUMMARY. 


1. Purpose . Attached position paper provides CJCo with background informa- 
tion for 27 March 1989 meeting with Italian Ambassador Petrighani. 

2. Recommendation . CJCS use talking points . at Tab B for his meeting with 

Amb Petrignani. • . 
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: : (U) : Purpos e . To provide CJCS with background information- for : 

his "ceting with Italian Ambassador Petrignani, scheduled f or ; 1400 , - 
2.7 March 19 S 9 . Biography at Appendix A. n.-l/iPP. '■ 


•2... (U) Major. Points .'. Suggested talking points at Appendix 3. , 

3,;.- (U) Background . MOD Zanone has directed Ambassador' Petrignani 

to meet with CJCS to obtain reassurance that US had no ; involvement ' : : 
in the downing of an .ITAVIA DC- 9 near the island, of Ustica' on 27 
June 1980. Zanone is hopeful that further official reassurance will 
assist in his ongoing investigation of the matter. CJCS can expect 
Petrignani to leave an aide memoire requesting additional 
information about US activities , in the region, rather than jus t the 
specific area of the incident 


4 . . (U) Discussion . 

a. (U) On 27 June 1980, an ITAVIA DC-9 flying between Bologna 
and Palermo crashed in the sea near the island of Ustica, north 
of Sicily. 81 people were killed (Appendix C) . 

b. (U) The cause of the crash was never determined, although 
there was considerable speculation that it might have been shot 
down or run into by a Libyan MIG, there was a bomb aboard, or a 
missile had snot it down (Appendix D) . 

c. (U) In Oct 1988, eight years after the incident, the 
... lingering mystery erupted as a full-blown political 

controversy. Italian. TV and print media accused the Italian 
government of covering up Italian military culpability in the 
incident (Appendix E) . Various theories surfaced and on 9 Nov 
. 38, PM De Mita named a commission of inquiry to look into the 

incident (Appendix F) . The commission was in addition to an 
on-going inquiry by an investigating magistrate. 
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d. , in early January S3, Gen Galvin directed ASM ' 

Eusey to provide him with any information which- AFSOUTH might, 
have which was relevant to the incident. ADM, Busey' s . response' 
(Appendix .0) reported that AFSOUTH had no record of aircraft ; v 
having been scrambled, of any other unusual military aircraft 
activity, or of any missile firings on 27 Jun 80. Gen Galvin' 
forwarded the report to NATO Secretary General Woerner on 2,6 Jan 
89 (Appendix H) . (FYI : While we have reason to believe that 

Wcfrner forwarded the report to the Italians, SHAPE' has requested 
that this correspondence be kept close hold). 


e. (U) On 27 Dec 88, Ambassador Petrignani presented DEPSECDEF 
Taft with an Aide Memoire (Appendix I) requesting specific 
information pertaining to the incident. His response (Appendix 
J) , which was developed from a Joint Staff input* indicated that 
the US did not have ships or aircraft operating in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of the crash. 


f. (U) The controversy continued to bubble in Italy. A 19 Feb 
39 article in L» Espresso magazine (Appendix K) presented a 
hypothetical case in which two US F-14s shooting at Libyan MIGS 
accidently hit the airliner, causing both it and a MIG to go 
down; The article spurred a new series, of questions and, rumors. 

g. (U)' On 16 Mar 89, a panel of technical experts appointed by 

chc investigating magistrate concluded that the plane was 
brought down by a missile, but could not identify who fired it 
(Appendix L) . MOD Zanone reacted by ordering the Air Force 
Chief of Staff to begin a technical-administrative investigation 
to determine why Italian radars did not see what happened the 
evening of June 27 and to determine if anyone had caused the 
disappearance of any relevant information that would have 
assisted the investigation. As para 4 of the message points 
out, there has been continuing controversy over gaps in the 
radar registrations from seme stations and most recently the 
destruction in 1984 of the original log of radar plottings taken 
the day in question at the radar station in Licola. /' J 


h. (U) On 22 Mar 89, Amb Rabb met with MOD Zanone . Zanone 
expressed his concerns that the magistrate's report is stirring 
even greater speculation that the US was involved. He desires 
to obtain reassurance of US ncninvolvement in the incident. Amb 
Rabb suggested that it might, be helpful if Amb Petrigniani could 
meet with CJCS. to obtain, the reassurance Zanone desires. 



i. (U) During the past week, OASD/ISP began developing a point 
by point rebuttal to the various hypothetical allegations .. 
contained in the various articles. ISP anticipated a formal ‘ 
written request from the Italian Embassy. , With Amb Petrignani' s 
request to visit CJCS, the formal request to OSD will not be: 
forthcoming, and ISP stopped its staff work on a response . 
Rebuttal points have been incorporated in attached talking V \ . 
points. 

5 . (U) Recommendation . Reassure Amb Petrignani, using talking 
points at Tab B, that the US had no involvement in the incident. 

6. (U) Coordination . J-3/J0D and OASD/ISP were consulted in 
preparation of this paper. 
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Appendix J 
Appendix - K 
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•AmtLPetrignani Biography 
-Suggested Talking Points 
-NY Times Article, 28 Jun 80 
-USDAO Rome 161532Z Oct 86 
-Washington Post Article, 3 Nov 88 
-AMEMBASSY Rome 101617Z Nov 88 
-CINCSOUTH 250745Z Jan 89 
-SACEUR Memorandum, 26 Jan 89 
-Aide Memo ire, 27 Dec 88 
-DASD Taft memorandum, 24 Jan 89. 
-L’ Espresso Article, 19 Feb 89 
-AMEMBASSY Rome 210825Z Mar 89 


TALKING 'POINTS FOR CJCg/AMB PETRIGNANI' MEETING ' -- : r 

' . 27 March 1989 , ; .^vV 

US Involvement in DC-9 Crash - : ' : . ' 


its official position remains the same 
Taft's memorandum of 24 Jan 89 


. \ t * J".ww 


— All military commanders were queried, and all information 
available indicates that US did not have ships or 
aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the crash. 

— Since there were no US aircraft or vessels Operating in 
the zone as defined in the Italian Aide Memo ire of 27 
December 88 or in other areas sufficiently close as to 
allow radar monitoring of the zone where the incident 
occurred, there is no information that can. be provided 
from US radar systems . 

- CINCSOUTH • s investigation and subsequent report to SACEUR 
resulted in the same findings. In addition, CINCSOUTH did 
not find any evidence of missile launchings on the day in 
question. 

No new information has come to light since DASD Taft's 
memorandum. 

Italian Investigative Conclusion That Aircraft Was Downed by a 
Missile “ ' ~ “ ” : 


US has no evidence of any missile being launched by US or 
NATO forces. 

It seems unlikely that specific missile origin could be 
determined at this late date. 


Concluding Remarks 


US has looked into all aspects of the case and can reassure 
GOI that we have no involvement in the downing of the 


airliner. 


' MV* * < -tfn:iU ; s tiv :rr- ’o sin* what 
it ..vhi look Uke-'in .'«) yVutV,’A'h‘en he 
f-ijvs ’ lish ho demands !<’’ have it t . 
wr jp’ped in today's paper* 

_ Among, the invent i< *h.s ho 'Jias iiivn.. 
the world are narrow trousers, vhorr 
skirts,, gliding, a device ''for tapping 
eggs. watered-down wine and match- 
l>jxos with only one side (dr striking. 

. Having the Last Laugh 

The remarkable thing about Gabrovo 
jokes is * hat they are tuid bv the inhabi- 
tants themselves, and it is they who are 
having the iast laugh. The town bills it- 
self as the humor capital of the world 
and humor, it turns out, is good busi- 
ness. 

The town motto is “Through laughter 
the world has survived." Its symbol — 
a cat — is on a national stamp. Nine 
years ago ir turned an abandoned 
leather factory into the House of 
Humor and Satire, and since 1966 it has 




During a festival of humor in Gabrovo, Bulgaria, placards with limericks are displayed in a carnival parade 


• ponson.Nl biannual humor festivals’ 
with worldwide competitions' m car-, 
toons, jokes, humorous pointings, 
photographs, sculpture and writings 


He prepar'd for the event by spend- 


ing two days clotted _ with . several 


s’o. it’s not a mistake," ,sai' 
■ ess , perf ec 1 1 y ' s t ra i gh t - f a ccd . 


A whole cottage industry has sprung 
up. with craftsmen .manufacturing 
drr.tbiing spoons, cups- with sagged 
,<jges. cups that stick to saucers, juke- 
books and rubber masks for the 500 to 
800 tourists who come here every day. 

The Government has given an olti- 
cial stamp of approval to the whole en- 
terprise. Five years ago Todor Zhiv- 
kov. First Secretary of the Communist 
Party, a man known more for his anti- 
smoking campaign than for a sense of 
humor, came to review the festival in 
person. ^ ~ 7~ t'S 


dozen cartoonists and humorists.. They 
were apparently drawing up the, coun- 
try’s humor program. Wags said.it took 
so long because they were, trying to get 
him to smile. ' ■ ‘ ’ 

Coffee Is Almos.C 
The House of Humor is. thriving. 
There are four floors of permanent ex- 
hibits — cartoons; photographs, works 
of literature and cam.ivaJ costumes — 
and construction is under way on an ad- 
joining theater and several movie 
houses. In the basement, piast a row of 
distorting mirrors and under tapestries 
of Adam and Eve. coffee is served in 
half-cups sliced down the middle! "• 




ON ‘ 

81 Aboard an Italian DCS Missing at Sea Off Naples 


to be this way because this is a 
humor". 

.For last year’s competitioi 
. ’States entries in the writing cc 
included works by Kurt Vonitt 
'Erskine Caldwell. William 
Woody Allen and Art Buchwalo 
"About 60 percent of the *. 
(ions are from foreigners,*’ sr 
kov ’ Bozhldar, a guide. & 
valued, he said, were America 
cations. "We subscribe on a 
basis to Mad Magazine, The N* 
er. The National Lampoon, 
New York Times Book Review 
Judging from the prizes, gi 
the last few years — a plaq 
Peter, a peasant with a long 
toothbrush mustache who sit 
his donkey — the funniest ce 
and writers tend to be Buig 


, PALERMO. Sicily, Saturday, June 28 

• (AP) — An Italian jetliner with 81 people 
; aboard apparently crashed in the Tyrrhe- 
jman Sea. port sources on the island of 
i Ustica satd today. 

j They said the missing DC-9-was oper- 
i ated bv Italy>domestic airline. Itavia. 
j Aboard were 77 passengers, including 
: 1 1 children and two infants, and a crew of 

* fodr. airline officials said, adding that the 
plane was last spotted flying over the is- j 

; land of Porua off the Naples coast by j 
i pilots of a Palermo- Naples flight. ! 


i The DC-9 was reported missing north of | 

! hereon a flight last night Jrom Bologna to j 
; Palermo. Naval vessels and helicopters ; 
j sped to the area about 15 miles northeast j 
of Ustica. i 

| Dropped From Radar Screen i 

I The plane left Bologna at 8:02 P.M. : 
j local time (2:02 P.M. New York time)! 
j and was scheduled to arrive in the Sicil - 1 
; i an capital one hour and 40 minutes later. . 

• Itavia officials said the plane last had' 
i radio contact with Rome’s Ciampino Air- ■ 
; port 35 minutes after takeoff and disap-; 

peared from the radar screen about 20 ; 
r minutes later. [ 


A passenger ferry reported spotting; 
two emergency lights in an area between, 
the islands of Ustica and Ponza. but ani 
Itavia spokesman said they could non 
have been from the DC-9. 

"We wish the report of the ship sighting 
the lights were true, but there were no 
emergency lights on that plane," the 
spokesman, ItaloGovoni. said in Rome. 

An Itavia spokesman said he believed 
all but two or three passengers were Ital- 
ians. "There are two French names and 
one German-sounding name," he said. 
Wind Is a Problem for Copters 

Visibility of more than six miles was 
reported in the rescue area, but the wind 
was gusting to X miles an hour and the 

seas wcic OXii ciiiciy iuu^i, aii'pOii offi- 

cialssaid. 

"Helicopters are having real tough 
time operating in the area," an airport 
spokesman said. 

There have been two major crashes in t 
six years in the area around Palermo’s 
airport. On Dec. 22. 1978. an Alitalia DC-9 
crashed into the sea three miles short of 
the runway, killing 108 of the 124 people 
aboard. 

In May 1972. an Alitalia DC -8 jetliner i 



Russian. 

Blacksmith Is Frugally He 

Gabrovo was said to ha 
founded in the 14th century 1 
the Blacksmith, who was loot 
cheap place to set up shop. His 
ents erected a statue to him — 
in the middle of the Yartrii Ri 
not to waste any land. 

The town’s most famous 
personage was Old Minyo, wh 
the 19th century. History rec 
he agreed to donate $40,000 t.r 
club but objected to pa-:* 
stamp to make the trans;- 

Exactly how humor tu. 
dustry is not clear. A writer 
the terrace of the Balkan 
plained that attempts to foun 
ery foundered. 

"The best brains of the tow 
on it and finally produced the i 
of beer," he said. "It was s* 
Czechoslovakia for an exper 


crashed on the slopes of a mountain near I weeks went by and there w 
the Punta Raisl airport, killing all 115 ; sportse. Finally a letter cam* 
people aboard. , ’Your horse has diabetes. ’ ” 


Influential Papal Delegate to U.S. 

; Is Named to a High Vatican Post; 


rttwuooc UOPUIX »*t M/JOTW.W* 6M d /0*4t TO 4 in* 10 4 

rosl dt\ ivoumtOLA *vut it it i em mo /«o4uom ro i » 





By KENNETH A. BRIGGS 
Pope John Paul II yesterday named 
Archbishop Jean Jadot. the Influential 
papal delegate to the United States for 
th»* last seven years, to head the Vatican 
Secretariat for Non-ChnMian Religions 
Archbishop Jadot. a Belgian who was. 
the first non-Italian to represent the Pope 
<n the United States, transformed a role' 
that had been largely ceremonial into a 
p»‘V!t;o‘ri of power that helped to reshape' 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Amer- 
ica and to underscore the church’s teach- 
on. social justice 

■' P:e vears l hav<* *• pert in this great 
r-»'in:rv have tv*en happy nra-s. ' ‘ Arch 
t rr-;; Jadot said “Xh-: !’»»*! regret having 
* . - I « - : » *, »• th<* United wr-er** i .have 

; f.m*» »(i so rm.-h at h< me. i am 

deeplv grateful .to Pep**' John Paul II for' 
giving me the opjx;hunity to serve the ' 
'•share n in her ongoing dialogue with a l! j 
the reugioRs of the w<»rid '' .*•• 1 1 j 



$699 


Archbishop Jean Jadot 


f differences between bishops, as, 
[t.shup T homas Kelly. general secre- j when 'they divided over the; results qf the 
t.rry "f the hUit:nn:ii.('"nf' , rerH »■'»( < a ’ho- ! f, r ,» T ► i » s • ri . t : church. consultation oil so-:. 

' Ti:yh-,<p'<, sa.iil that" the Afchbr hup h.ad issuer, in 1978. and when Pp,p<* John. 

• r: ..To-'rti’d Vh-'-rch '‘ ,, m*Tging .f | v-Mtiil tiv.l : n:t»Hl Statr'-* m and . 
Mf. and f li.'.t'r*. thr w..r, .t y ;i -eh*.. s ,; v ,. r> ,| hi*-lv : p'- \ urnplamiyl th.il he way 
. .miti. *tr- i.o f fla rri , . ; ; .pot I » , .i**n.ir , .g to I heir, vw;* # 

h 'Other High Appointments* v 1 -, ( -»thvh< havi* ent ic.i ;•»•«. I . the • 
a , .'%y u Af i Id for w!..it ! hev vi*-w<>) ,aU a 
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The Navy s proud tradmon ls o 
afce care of its own But sometimes 
uic process needs some prodding — 
tnd a little influence in high places. 

Forty ye&rs after his brother and 
eight others died in the crash of a 
Navy piane in Canada — and 27 
years after the wreckage was found 
Raymond H. Swentek has finally 
njcceeded in his determination tn 
hav* the victims’ remains brought 
borne for proper burial. 

“It's been a very' painstaking ex- 
perience. but also very rewarding," 
Mr Suemek. a Washington resident 
and a former naval aviator, said yes- 
terday 

His patience had just been re- 
warned by e telephone call from an 
aide of yet another ex-Navy pilot — 
Vice President George Bush, to 
whom Mr. Swentek had wnrten a few 
weeks ago A Bush aide mid Mr. 
Swentek the Navy had reversed a 
1986 decision and will send a team tn 
recover the skeletal remains from 
the wreckage of a Navy P-2V Nep- 
tune bomber that crashed Nov. v 
1948 dunng an ice storm on Vancou 
wer Island, Canada. . 

The phone cail was the culmina- 
tion of a 16-year effort by Mr. Swen- 
tex and relatives of the other fliers. 


*c rv ci- wry giaiCiiu. ajiJ * 
know ; bpcai; for all the families and 
next of km. because we know tneyre 
finally coming home." said Mr Swen- 
tek 62 "They’ve never had a proper 
bunai because they were left lying 
about there m the wreckage of die 
aircraft.” 

Mr. Swemek’s older brother, Ed- 
ward. was a Z5- year-old Navy lieu- 
tenant when his plane crashed on a 
routine flight. According to Mr. 
Swentek. a wing de-icer failed, ice 
built up and the plane crashed into a 
snow-covered, inactive volcano 3.000 
feet above sea level near the headwa- 
ters of the Cyper River 

The wreckage Lay undiscovered 
until 1961, when a helicopter pilot 
spotted it The next of kin werenl 
notified by the Navy unti] a year 
later. Mr. Swentek said 

A year after that, he said, a Nav>* 
search team visited the site, dug a 
l*foot hole for the remaining bones 
and placed a metal plaque on the 
makeshift grave. 

Using the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Ac; to obtain Navy documents 
cn the case, Mr Swentek rraduaily 
pieced together the Navy's nushan- 
uluig ui Luc uist. 

Once a Navy team visited the 
crash sue, removed a flight sun 
from a set of remains and left the 
bones under a rock, he said. On an* 


7u press .their case for recovery 
and reburial, a group. c: the crash 
victims rcuit-ves termed Lie Fliers’ 
9 kc mams if. ie rimer.: Endowrr.eiu. 

But alter numerous appeals to the 
then -Navy S.e-retary 
ionr. Lehman in 19so vetoed a piac. 
to send a recovery team, on grounds 
that the Navy beiieved the crash site 
was inaccessible. 

That same year, Mr. Swentek and 
his wife, Betsy, went to Vancouver 
and rented a helicopter that took. 
Lhem to the crash scene. They recov- 
ered some bones Liar were Later 
identified as those of two crewmen 
by a Smithsonian institution anthro- 
pologist. 

Last month Mr. Swentek wrote a 
letter to Mr. Bush exp lainin g bow 
they had reached the crasn area 
easily and recovered some remains. 

“We uere told by Navy that.the 
place wasnl accessible; in fact they 
had no good rsoonale as to why it 
was inaccessible,” Mr. Swentek said. 
“My wue and I went there and I 
think that made them look less than 
manly” 

Bush spokesman Stephen Hart 
said the vice president forwarded 
Mr. Swentek s request to reopen the 
case to Navy Secretary’ William L 
Ball m. 

“While I canl draw a causal link 
between the lener and the outcome, 
there was obviously some acuon to 
review Lie case, and Mr. Swentek's 
information (that recovery’ was pos- 
sible] turned out to be true.” Mr. Han 
said. 
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TV Report Revives Debate 
Ov er Italian Jet’s 1980 Crash 


By Jennifer Parmelee 

SpdOi to TV * Awunfvar 


ROME, Nov. 2 — A report broad- 
cast last night on Italian state- run 
television about an airliner that 
went down mysteriously over the 
Mediterranean in 1980, killing ail 
81 persona aboard, ha* revived ex- 
plosive allegations that it was shot 
down by a missile from a NATO 
member country. 

: The program catapulted the ses>- 
sitive eight -year-old case back onto 
today’s front pages, touching off re- 
newed charges of a military cover-up 
and caiL in Parliament for the tru tn, 
.EnaiN’, about why Lhe plane crashed. 

Tonight. Prime Minister Cinaco 
Oe Mita. responding to the charges, 
ordered : Defense Minister Valerio 
Zan.ope to provide him .with.“the Lat- 
est facts" on one of hair's worst air 


. disasters and convoked a Cabinet 
meeting for Friday on the subject. 

Investigators have long sus- 
pected that a missile struck i La via 
Flight 870 on the warm summer 
night of June 27, 1980. But who 
Lied the missile and why have re- 
mained unanswered questions. 

One popular theory has been that 
Italian, or oLher allied, military 
planes were shooting at an intruding 
Libyan MiG21 fighter jet whose' 
wreckage and dead pilot were found 
on a moumams'de in Gaiabna three 
weeks after the Itavia crash— in still 
Unexplained CUCUi^LLVLcS. 

But this latest report bv RAI teie- 
viskxi.. quoting largely, unnamed 
. sources ciose to Lhe continuing in-' 
vesLgauon. said that an air-to-air 
. missile apparently intended for a 
moving practice target known as a 
drone may have hit the avilian DC, 9 
' instead. 


the s-ources pointed to the fact 
that rwo fragments of a drone were 
found near the crash site in the Tyr- 
rhenian Sea off the Sicilian island of 
Ustica. On one of the fragments, 
Lhey said, were found markings' 
from the American Beech Aircraft 
Corp., which supplied the Italian 
military with such targets. Identi- 
fying markings oo the other frag- 
ment, they said, appear to have 
been erased. 

In addition, the TV report said, a 
ferry passenger on the day after the . 
crash photographed * long, torpedo- 
. shaped object floating near where 
the. plane went down. $ut it sank 
before it couki be recovered, . *> 
cording to the report. 

Both Italian and NATO officials 
today reiterated longstanding de- 
nials that Lhere was. any military 
exercise going oh in the area on Lhe . 
night of the disaster. Italy's De- 
fense Ministry said the last target 
practice involving such, drones 
ended five month* before the crash. 

But one radar: station, opera trng 
out of Rome's Ciampino military* 
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Mr. Ball approved the burial mis- • 
sion Tuesday, according to Cmdr. . 
Jeff Zakem, a spokesman for the sec- 
retary 

“The secretary has reviewed the 
case and granted approval for a re- 
covery mission,” said Cmdr: Zakem, 
adding that the team must wait until 
the show melts next JuJy or August 
to begin the recovery operation. The 
remains that are identified after lab- 
oratory’ analysis in Hawaii will be 
buned in Arlington National Ceme- 
tery. 

Mr Swentek said he was greatly 
relieved by the decision and planned 
to take part in the recovery mission, 
although his efforts since 1972 have, 
“met wuh resistance all the way 


airport, reportedly noted. "intensive 
mibtary activity - in the regxtt oo 
the night of the crash. Other radar 
evidence about the night's, aerial 
activity remain* secret. 

Investigating magistrate Vittorio 
Bucarelli saxl today that he is still 
awaiting expert opinions on the 
cause of the crash from s British 
team of scientific investigators, who 
have examined pieces of the 
wrecked DC 9 and its flight recorder 
data, before, reaching any conclu- 
sions. He said there was “nothing 
new - about the latest findings. 

Lawyers representing families of 
the crash vktjtis have maintained 
fer years that Lhe DC 9 was mistak- 
enly shot down by fighter jets from 
an Italian base. 

In an editorial, the national news- 
paper La. Repubblica charged that 
'military chiefs at the tune, partic- 
ulariy those at. the [Ministry of) 
Aeronautics, knew what the . true 
facts were. But for weeks, months, 
years they have covered, up, deny- 
ing de tails that now appear, in * dif- 
ferent UghL - . 



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE , ^7- 

WASHINGTON O C 20301 


2 4 JAN . 19PQ 


His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador E. and P. 

Embassy of Italy 
1601 Fuller St., N.W. 

Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Persuant to your request of 27 December 1988, we again 
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were 
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980, and whether 
we have any information from the radar systems of U.S. equipment - : 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Commanders in the area have been queried in ; 
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor- 
mation available indicates that the United States did not have 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the" DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels 
operating in the zone as defined in your Aide Memoire or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. 

I hope that this information is beneficial to the investigating 
commission. If I can be of any further help on this issue please 
let me know. 

■ Sincerely, . • \ - 

William H. Taft, IV 
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a stelle e st risce 

di Pier Vittorio Butfa 

Furono i caccia americani della Saratoga ad abbattere per 
sbaglio il Dc 9 dell’Itavia. A questa ricostruzione 
inedita sono arrivati i piloti italiani di base a Trapani 


A eroporto militare di Trapa- 
ni, 28 giugno 1980. Sono le 
1 1 di sera e da poco piu di 
mezz'ora si ha la certezza che il Dc 
9 delTItavia, in volo da Bologna a 
Palermo, e precipitato. Era scom- 
parso dagh schermi radar alle 
20,59, ma Tino alle 22,34, ora in cui 
sarebbe terminata la sua autono- 
mia di volo, si sono continuate a 
nutrire speranze. I soccorsi sono 
eia scattati: gli aerei antisommergi- 
oili Breguet -Atlantic decollano da 
Sigonella e cosi eiicotteri apppsita- 
mente attrezzati. Pescherecci e tra- 
ghetti in navigazione a sud di Pon- 
za vengono messi in allarme; Tin- 
crociatore Andrea Doria coordina 
le operazioni di soccorso. . 

E' in quel momento che nella 
sala operazioni della base militare 
di Trapani arriva una telefonata di 




un alto ufTiciale, un generale di 
squadra aerea. Risponde un pilota 
che quella sera era in servizio di 
scramble , cioe pronto a partire 
entro cinque minuti con i caccia 
intercettori F 104 per bloccare qua- 
lunque intrusione nel nostro spazio 
aereo. 11 tono del generale, dalTal- 
tro capo del filo, e particolarmente 
irritato. Chiede al pilota: «Perche 
non siete partiti?». II giovane ufTi- 
ciale e sorpreso: partiti per dove? 
Per fare cosa? Su ordine di chi? Dal 
generale non arrivano risposte, e 
quando la telefonata si interrompe, 
bruscamente com’era cominciata, i 
piloti parlano tra loro, vogliono 

a Owe Mig libici entrano nel 
«j nostro spazio aereo da sud 
m e vengono avvistati dalla 

H rete radar americana 


caoire cosa e successo, a cosa si 
nferiva esattamente quel generale. 
Cosi si informano presso colleghi di 
altri reparti, radaristi, ufTiciali di 
stato maggiore: alia fine di questo 
minuzioso lavoro di ricostruzione, i 
piloti di Trapani sanno con esattez- 
za quel che e successo nel cielo di 
Ustica quel 28 giugno, come e stato 
abbattuto il Dc 9 delTItavia con a 
bordo 81 persone. Una verita che 
scotta talmente da non poter essere 
divulgata nemmeno in modo indi- 
retto, ma che negli anni passa di 
bocca fidata in bocca fidata. 

Oggi “L' Espresso” e in grado di 
rifenre i principali risultati di quel- 
la che, in sintesi, chiameremo da 
questo momento T “inchiesta di 
Trapani”: un ipotesi drammatica 
che solleva nuovi interrogativi. 

L a sera del 28 gli operatori 
radar americani (la flotta Usa 
era stata in massima allerta 
fino a poche ore prima perche nel 
Mediterraneo aveva volato TAir 
Force One, con a bordo il presiden- 
ts Usa Jimmy Carter) avevano dato 
Tallarme. Grazie agli aefei Awacs 
avevano individuato due caccia che 
avevano violato. il nostro spazio 
aereo da sud, volando sul mare, a 
occidente della Sicilia. Rotta pro- 
babile: verso Napoli o Roma. Data 
[ la presenza davanti alle cosie partc- 
nopee della portaerei statunitensc 
Saratoga, la situazione era di mas- I 
simo pericolo e richiedeva un inter- | 
vento immediato degli intercettori. I 
Per questo gli americani informaro- i 
no subito clelTavvistamenio il Roc |. 
di Martinalranca, il centro operati- 
vo al quale fanno capo tune le 1 
operazioni della nostra. Aeronautic . 
ca sul frontc sud. 


(.’Espresso ly i l UHKAK) 
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Le salme dei 
passeggeri del 
Dc 9 vengono 
recuperate 
dopo ia 

tragedia del 23 
giugno 1980 . 


Un Tomcat F 
14 ingaggia 
II 

combattl- 
mento con 

uno del due Mig che per 
difendersi si nasconde 
sotto II Dc 9 deirltavia 
TOMCAT 


II Roc di Martinafranca, pero, 
non da Pallarme alia base piu vici- 
na alia zona dove sono stati segna- 
lati gli intrusi, cioe Trapani. Cosi 
dopo un'altra sollecitazione che ri- 
mane senza esito (in realta a Trapa- 
ni non arrivo nessun allarme) gli 
americani decidono di fare da soli. 

Due Tomcat F 14 della portaerei 
Saratoga decollano per intercettare 
i due aerei. Gli americani (lo hanno 
dimostrato anche recentemente ab- 
battendo due Mig al largo delle 
coste libiche) hanno “regole d’in- 
gaggio” molto precise: se Paereo da 
mtercettare e in “assetto di attac- 
co” devono aprire il fuoco. 

L\“inchiesta di Trapani”, che si 
awale anche di informazioni rac- 
colte confidenzialmente da piloti 
americani. ricostruisce la battaglia. 
di quel 28 giugno con precisione. 
Gli F 14 entrano rapidamente in 
contatto con i caccia avversari: so- 
no due Mig 23 libici che. secondo Ic 
j regole delTaviazione americana. as-. 
! surnono un inequivocabile “assetto 
}.-d»; a.tuicco". ' I piloti -siatunttensi 


ingaggiano il combattiinento. Un 
Mig nesce a sganciarsi mentre I'al- 
tro. che ha ai comandi Ezzedin 
Kaal, uno dei piu famosi e prepara- 
ti piloti di Gheddafi. vola verso sud 
e ha il caccia americano cite io 
insegue a ovest, cioe sulla sua drit- 
ta. Forse senza nemmeno 
accorgersene, il libico sta 


j MIG 


percorrendo nella sua fuga 
una rotta parallela e poco 
distante dalla Ambra 13. Tae- 
rovia riservata ai jet civili che 
unisce la verticafe di Ponza 
airaeroporto di Palermo 
Punta Raisi. Ed e proprio PAmbra 
13 che gli offre quello che. sul 
momento, gli apnare come il mi- 
glior modo per diiendersi dai missi- 
n delTamericano. Davanti a lui, 
pressappoco a “ore una”; cioe da- 
vanti a destra, vede la.sagoma di un 
aereo civile: e il Dc 9 deirltavia in 
vole da Bologna a Palermo, rhe 
viaggia con due ore di mardo sui- 
Porario previsto. .Meite.ndomi sotto 
di lui, deve aver pensato il libico’’ 


impediro alPamerrctmo di lanciare" 
il suo Sparrow: il rischio^di colpire' 
quelPaereo di finea sarebbe troppo 
elevato: E cosi fa. 

Ma in quella manciata di secohdi 
ic cose precipiiaiio. li piiuia ainev* 
cano che, probabilmente, non ha 
avvistato il Dc 9 
perche concert tra- 
to sul suo bersa--. 
glio, da inizio alia 
manovra d'aitacco virando verso 
est e sganciando il missile con testaf 
ta a guida infrarossa (che si lascia 
cioe guidare sulle fonti di calore). 
Quando si accorge della presenza 
del Dc 9 e della manovra del Mig 
che va a nascondersi sotto di lui, e 
troppo tardi: il missile prosegue la 
sua corsa inseguendo la fonte di 
calore piu potente, cioe quella del 
Dc 9, ed esplodendo in prossimita 
del muso delPaereo. 

E v la tragedia. Sul Mig piovorio 
rottami del Dc 9 che lo dannegeia- 
no seriamente mentre Paereo deTlT- 
tavia precipita, senza piu nessun 
controllo, nelle acque di Ustica. 
Uno scenario che corrisponde qua- 
si alia perfezione con le conclusion! 
dei penti («il Dc 9 e sta to abbattuto 
da un missi!e»J e con le registrazio- 
ni del radar di Ciampino 
analizzate dalPesperto a- 
mericano John Macidull. 


Vi si Hlevano, irifatti, delle tracce (il 
Mig libico) che vanno a sovrappor- 
si con quelle del Dc 9 e la trace* a di 
un oggetto non identificato <<che .si 
comportava come un caccia». (il 
caccia amencano) che prima d.el- 
Pincidente vira verso est. Poi, dopo 
i’esplosione, la traccia «di uno o 
piu ogeetti volanti che traversano 
['area del disastro ad alta velociia» 
(ii caccia americano e il Mig). 
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li pi ion a mcricano. ’ pfdbabil- 
mcmc sotto choc per .1 abbatiimen- 
to dcll'acrco civile... nhuncia a inse- 
guire il. Mig. 11 iibico.. resosi conto 

uli uann» ripo» tali. da*, Suu Lancia,, 

punia; verso sud-est. forse, per ten- 
tare un atterraggib demergenza in 
Calabria. Ma finisce per schiantarsi 
sui Monti della Si la con i serbatoi 
di carburante vuoti, bucati dai rot- 
tami del Dc 9 

II relitto verra trovato solo, dopo 
uiia ventina di giorni. il |8 lugiio. E 
per evitare ogni coilegamento tra i 
due episodi sarebbero stati addirit- 
tura I i nostri servizi segreti (allora 
diretti dal generate piduista Giu- 
seppe Santovito) a organizzare uh 
incidente simulato. Un caccia parti- 
to da Pratica di Mare, vicino Ro- 
ma, avrebbe finto di cadere dietro 
un costone della Sila per poi rial- 
zarsi in voio appena fuori dalla 
vista degli abitanti di Castelsilano. 
«A quanto ho potuto constatare», 
ha raccontato ai carabinieri un abi- 
tante della zona, il pastore Giusep- 
pe Piccolo, «prima che l’aereo rag- 
giungesse il costone del fondo Ritri 
(dove e stato ritrovato il Mig; ndr.) 
viaggiava normalmente. Ma quan- 
dp ha raggiuhio rieno costone ha 
virato di colpo riuscendo a evitare 
rimpatto». E che Taereo non sia 
caduto il 18 lugiio lo attesta anche 
Tautopsia effettuata su Ezzedin 
Kaal: «E' morto da almeno quindi- 
ci giorni», hanno scritto i medici. 

B B “inchiesta di Trapani", par- 
§| A tita da queila telefonata che 
aveva Pimento di scaricare 
sui piloti delTaeroporto siciliano le 
indecisioni dello stato maegiore. 
finisce qui. E* la verita segreta 
deirAeronautica sulla tragedia di 
Ustica ed e compatibite, come ab- 
biamo visto, con le principal! circo- 
stanze sin qui accertate da magi- 
stral! e periti. 

Se questa che viene da Trapani e 
anche la "verita assoluta" della stra- 
ge di Ustica, dovra accertarlo; la 
magistratura. Ci troveremmo di 
fronte a uno dei "misteri" piu grayi. 
nella storia della Repubblica: vertici 
militari i petti; coperiura delle re- 
sponsabilita statunitensi; depistag- 
gio doloso sulla di versa yersione . 
costruiia. per. ij Mig caduto in Sila: 
mancata .chliaborazione con la giu- j 
slizia. Ey.sppiaiiutio, Ai morti per { -.1 
quali ancora si .atl.eh.de erustizi.a, ... ' ■ 
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TALKING POINTS FOR . COL NAAg Yp > ; 

UPDATE ON USTICA AIR DISASTER ' 


Amb Petrignani of . Italy met with CJCS on 27 Match 89. regarding 
the ongoing investigation into the June 1980 crash of an I.TAVIA 
DC-9 near the island of Ustica in the Tyrrhenian Sea. 

— Position Paper prepared for CJCS meeting is attached. 

Petrignani stressed that Italy needs more definite infomatioh 
from the US in order to offset current press reporting and 
speculation regarding possible US involvement in the incident. 

He left CJCS a copy (Attached) of an aide-memoire which was 
sent to DSD Taft last week. It asks for more detail than 
the Italians requested in a previous aide-memoire in Dec 88. 

— OASD/ISP has the action and is contemplating how to handle 

it. . 

CJCS agreed only to discuss the matter with DSD Taft. Taft owes 
the answer to Petrignani, however, Joint Staff will be involved . ^ 
in helping to prepare the response. ■ 

In anticipation of an OSD tasker, EURDIV AO is obtaining ' 
permission from CJSC Staff Group to fax a copy of the 
aide-memoire to SHAPE and EUCOM and retransmit it verbatim to 
USDAO and ODC Rome. 


Prepared by: Gary C. LaGassey, Major, USAF 
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ACTION. I SUSPENSE 


Italian Request for Additional Information 
Concerning Ustica Air Crash (U) 


ACTION SUMMARY 

1. (U) Purpose . 

Ustica air crash. 



COORD I ) INFO. ( ) NONE | 


RELEASE FOR VOTE 



Request USCINCEUR provide additional, information on the 


(U) Discussion . 

I! Cb • ■ ,■ .• ■ 

a. (JZ) On 27 March 89, Italian Ambassador Petrignani visited CJCS. He 
left a copy of an Aide Memoire* which he had sent to Deputy Secretary of 
Defense Taft on 23 March 89. It requested the US provide more detailed 
information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA DC-9 in the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. - ■. 

b. (U) This was Amb Petrignani' s second formal request for information 
about the incident. His first** was staffed by OSD and the Joint Staff. 
DSD Taft’s response*** specifically addressed the questions posed in the 
request. / 

c. . (U) In recent weeks, Italian investigative authorities have accepted 
evidence that a missile (type unknown) caused the airliner to crash.": As 
a result, new allegations pointing the finger at Italian Air Force (or 
other air force) involvement have surfaced. GOI has extended the 
investigation and Minister of Defense Zanorte feels additional US 
information would be helpful. 

d. (U) To properly prepare a response to the second Aide Memoire , Joint 
Staff needs updated information from USCINCEUR . Proposed messages at 
Enclosures A and B inform CINCEUR of the requirement to provide 
additional information and give his staff the necessary details to work 
the problem. Enclosure B also informs CINCUSNAVEUR and US DAO Rome of the 
status of the inquiry* 

0 sJC A OJ 


ACTION OFFICER 

• ■ v ; ' ■■ 

Gary LaGassey 
Major, USAF 
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DATE OF PREPARATION 
,2.9 liar' 8 9 


COORDINATIONIAPPROVAl 



OECIAS INSTRUCTIONS 

CLASS BY DJ5 , DECL. OADR 


PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE OBSOLETE 


... Os’c. ia^yfie'd £>?. 
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q-ra-T \-QFC JrW— 

3 . (U) Recommendations . 

a. (U) CJC3 sign proposed backchannel message at Enclosure A to CINC 

b. (U) DJS sign proposed message at Enclosure B to USCIMCEUR/ECDC. 

4. (U) Without attachments, this Form 136 is CONFIDENTIAL. 

Attachments . . 

References : 

♦Italian Ambassador memorandum, 23 March 1989 with Aide Memo ire 
♦♦Italian Aide Memoire, 27 December 1988 
♦♦♦Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum, 24 January 1989 
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IMMEDIATE „ ZYUW RUEIUCSB267 0911*47 . 

0 0114472 APR 89 

FM JOIMT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//0JS// 

TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//EC0C// 

INFO C IMCUSNAVEUR LONOCM UK USOOCOSOfTH NAPLES IT 

USOAO RONE IT 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SU8J: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR A00ITI0NAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
USTICA AIR CRASH (U) 

1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNANI VISITED CJCS ON 
27 MAR 89 ANO LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECOEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE. QUOTED VERBATIM 
BELOV. REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADOITIOMAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE JUN 80 USTICA OC -9 CRASH. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERWENTAL 
INVESTIGATION ON THE DONNING ON JUNE 27. 1980. IN THE CENTRAL 
TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA ANO PALERMO. THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKEO FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEWER 27. 1988, BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY. THE OEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIOEO THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY . 
24, 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MAHER. MUCH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE ITALIAN G0VERN4ENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMIHEE. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES MOULD NON APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN OROER TO ACQUIRE AOOniONAL 
ANO DETAILED INFORMATION ON SWE POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN 
(HONING (ANO THEY MOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD) : 

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES ■- MERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 IN AREAS ANU iN KtxluOS Or TiMt EVEN NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND MHEN THE USTICA INCIDENT 
OCCURRED; 

B) WHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE. 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEMSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS 00 INDEED EXIST AND, FURTHERMORE. THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN HANOED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES) ; 

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA ANO ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980. 

ON THE ONE HAND. AND. ON THE OTHER HANO. THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE . . 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. MASHINGTON. D.C. 
MARCH 23. 1989. END QUOTE. 

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIOE-MEMOIRE , 

PRESENTED TO DEPSECOEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88. MAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN 
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECOEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOM FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

A. (C) MB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE. 27 DEC 88. 

QUOTE WITHIN THE FRAME MORE OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE 
OOMNING ON JUNE 27, 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN 
ITAVIA OC-9 FLYING BEfVEEN BOLOGNA ANO PALERMO. THE ITALIM 
AUTHORITIES MOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES 
IN ACQUIRING AOOITIONAL INFORMATION. 

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES MOULD LIKE TO (NOW IF 
ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980. IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT. ANO IN THE PRESUMED 
LOCATION OF THE SAME. I.E.; 

- IN THE PERIOO BETWEEN 16:4a ASO 19:15 GMT OF JUNE 27, 

1980; 

- IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39' 30' ANO 40* 
30'., AND LONGITUDE EAST 12' 30' ANO 13' 30’ . 


ACTION J5[31 (N.C) 

INFO £3C?(7) OJS(l) SJSI1) OOCOIVfl)' ; 


A) ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT MAS FLYING IN THE AREA AM) 
AT THE TIME INDICATED; 

B) ANY' U.S. NAVAL SHIP MAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TINE. 

INDICATED. 

THE ITALIAN. AUTHORITIES MOULD FURTHERMORE LIU TO MOW WHAT 
INFUMATION is AVAIlMU FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF u.S. EQUIPMENT 
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZOK 
WHERE THE INCIOENT OCCURRED. WASHINGTON. O.C. OECEMBER 27, 1988., 
END QUOTE. 

B. '(C)- DEPSECOEF TAFT RESPONSE. 24 JAN 89. 

QUOTE DEAR NR NCASSADOft* 

PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST Of 27 OECEMBER 19M, ME AGAIN 
CHECKED INTO WETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS MERE 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980 , AND MHETHER ME 
HAVE ANY IIFORNATION FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT. 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA. 

ALL MILITARY COWANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 19B8 AM) ALL 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TINE 
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE MERE NO U.S. AIRCRAFT Oft VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE NENOIRE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLON RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZONE 
MHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. THERE IS NO INFOMTION THAT CAN ti 
PROVIDED FROt U.S. RAOAR SYSTEMS. 

I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING COMISSION; IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LET ME IRON SINCERELY, MILLIAM H. TAFT, IV. END 
QUOTE 

3. (C) THE MOST RECENT AIDE-MEMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST COMPLETE 
RESPOMSE POSSIBLE. REQUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEM OF THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE ANO PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS 
A THROUGH C Of MB PETRIGNANI’S AIDE NENOIRE OF 23 MAR B9. ANY 
AOOITIONAL INFOWATION OR COMENTS YOU HAVE THAT MILL ASSIST THE 
ITALIANS MOULD BE APPRECIATED. REQUEST YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 APR S9. 
DECL OAOR BT 
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USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECDC// 'C:C?v' 0^:1- 

. INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

- USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT ; -‘C ■ 

; US DAO ROME IT .--V^ / 

CO N FI D E NT I A L . ' /■ .;/ ^. V* 

SUBJ : ITALIAN REtJUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 

USTICA AIR CRASH -CU} • ■'./>: Y;‘ : £Y’VY i: v’ 

1-. -CO ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRI 6 NANI VISITED CJCS ON 
27 MAR ai AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 53 MAR 6^. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE i (3U0TED VERBATIM 
BELOW v RE(3U£STS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE. JUN.aU USTICA DC-T CRASH. 

flUOTE • WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL V 
INVESTIGATION ON THE DOWNING ON JUNE 57-. llfiD, IN THE CENTRAL . 

TYRRHENIAN SEA {BETWEEN THE ISLANDS OF PONZA AND USTICAJ OF AN 
• . iTAVIA DC-R FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO i THE ITALIAN 
‘AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE. COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
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PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MADE ON DECEMBER 57, L ^ fl fl \ BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY-. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY : • 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY 
BM -. llfl'l >. INFORMATION ON THE MATTER, WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTlGAT ION COMMITTEE f:- ' , -C • ■ ' ' 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER. « 
COOPERATION OF THE U • S . AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION. 

OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE, IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN •- 
KNOWING CAND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD!: . ^ K'Sg 

A}, WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U-S- SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - WERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 57, 1130 IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TIME EVEN NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIDENT --- 
OCCURRED*, 

B> WHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE, 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE. 

EVENING OF JUNE 57, lTSD {SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
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THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO INDEED EXIST . AND, FURTHERMORE, THAT THEY • 

NAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE-. ALTHOUGH THIS LAST 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES} V : 

O THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED 
■ IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 57 , 1 ^ ft □ , J V 
ON THE ONE HAND , AND , ON THE OTHER HAND, THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP II • E • NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT ’ , ' : ' 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR} IN THE ' 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON,. D-C;.'-" 

MARCH 53, IW. END QUOTE - 

5. <C> THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR . 

INFORMATION- CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE, 

PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 57 DEC flfl, WAS ANSWERED ON 54 JAN 
fiT. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. . /V;"- /'y./'; 

A. CCJ AMB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE, 57 DEC flfl. V- 

(3U0TE • WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION . ON THE 
; r ,, DOWNING ON JUNE 57 , ITflO IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN . : y 
IT A VIA DC-'V FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE. ITALIAN; yy-y 
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, - ■aosrrTiTF THE COOPERATION OF U • S • AUTHORITIES. : >,y 
AUTHORITIES U)OULi> APPRECIATE ...ml CVv. 

IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION • 

PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ir_ , ' 

OAI THE EVENING OF JUNE !7, WO, IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND y.y,. 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TINE OF THE INCIDENT , AND IN THE PRESUNEO 

LOCATION OF THE SAME-. I-E.. : .. • 

\ T. !N THE PERIOD BETWEEN Ifl’HS AND 11*15 6NT OF JUNE 27, 

nao--. : ■ ' . • . v 

: fe;v >. IN the SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 31' 30- 

30 V, AND LONGITUDE EAST 12' 30' AND 13' 30', 

A> ANY U S* MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS. FLYING IN' THE .AREA AND 

AT THE. TIME INDICATED i 

8> ANY U.S. NAVAL SHIP WAS IN THE AREA AND AT, THE .TINE, -W 
INDICATED* ' 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO KNOW WHAT F 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U-S. EQUIPMENT 

C WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE AS DEFINED . 

■ AREAS sufficiently close AS to allow radar monitoring 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. WASHINGTON, D.O DECEMBER 27, 

; END (3U0TE* ■ V' /' 
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. B. . -CO DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPONSE, 5 4 JAN fll.. 
qUOTE. DEAR MR. AMBASSADOR: ../'// 

■ ■ PURSUANT TO YOUR REflUEST OF 27 DECEMBER ITSS, WE AGAIN 

CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE ./ C/ 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1160, AND WHETHER WE j:/ 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U • S • EQUIPMENT 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA- 

: ALL MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 

RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER llfifi AND ALL. / 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT/ ; : . 

HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TIME 
OF THE DC-T CRASH • SINCE THERE WERE NO U-S- AIRCRAFT OR VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE ZONE DEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER . 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE ZONE 
■WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS NO INFORMATION THAT CAN BE ./ 
PROVIDED FROM U.S- RADAR SYSTEMS- •/•/. 

.1 HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LET ME KNOW. SINCERELY, WILLIAM H. TAFT, IV • END 
uJUOTE . . / /V.' . 'l ‘O';'' . ' '' •• 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON OC. 20301 
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1 4 JAN igpQ 


His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador E. and P. 

Embassy of Italy 
1601 Fuller St. , N.W. 

Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassadors 

Persuant to your request of 27 December 1988, we again 
checked into whether any U.S. military aircraft or ships were 
operating in the designated areas on 27 June 1980, and whether 
we have any information from the radar systems of U.S. equipment 
operating in or near the area. 

All Military Commanders in the area have been queried in 
response to your Aide Memoire of 27 December 1988 and all infor- 
mation available indicates that the United States did not have 
ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time of 
the DC-9 crash. Since there were no U.S. aircraft or vessels 
operating in the zone as defined in yrrnr Aide Memoire or in other 
areas sufficiently close as to allow radar monitoring of the zone 
where the incident occurred, there is no information that can be 
provided from U.S. radar systems. 

I hope that this information is beneficial to the investigating 
commission.' If I can be of any further help on this issue please 
let me know. 


Sincerely, 

William H. Taft, IV 


*7526 





JOINT STAFF ACTION PROCESSING FORM 11.1 APR t989 


CLASSIFICATION , DIRECTORATE. ACTION NO. ' . \ 

SJS 1810/248-00 frSM 7 49 *3 


SUBJECT 



Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 (U) 


SERVICE ACTioi ScQucSTEO 


COORD ( ) INFO ( ) NONE ( ) 


RELEASE FOR VOTE 



ACTION SUMMARY 

1. (U) Purpose. Provide a proposed response to Italian Ambassador's 
request for information concerning the 1980 Ustica Air Crash. 

2. (U) Discussion 

a. On 27 Mar 89 , Italian Ambassador Petrignani visited CJCS. He 
left a copy of an aide memoire* which he had sent to DEPSECDEF Taft on 

23 March 89. It requested the US provide more detailed information about 
the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA DC-9 in the Tyrrhenian Sea.. 

b. (U) Subsequently, CJCS discussed the matter with DEPSECDEF Taft and 
agreed to provide the information necessary for Taft to answer Petrignani. 

c. (U) To obtain the information necessary for a complete response, DJS 
tasked** USCINCEUR to review the natter again and provide specific 
responses to the questions posed in the aide memoire. 

d. (U) ASD Lehman requested*** DJS provide the information. Secretary 
Lehman' s memorandum was received in the Joint Staff on 4 April 89. 

e. (U) USCINCEUR comments**** were received on 5 April 89. Follow-up 
questions were posed by EURDIV AO to USCINCEUR POC, OSD/ISP (EUR) AO, and 
DOS Italy Desk Officer in order to prepare this correspondence. 

f. (U) DEPSECDEF Taft has left his position and his replacement has not 
been confirmed. Therefore, the enclosed CJCS memorandum forwards a 
proposed memorandum for SECDEF to send to Amb Petrignani. 


ACTION OFFICER 


G.C. LaGassey 
Major, USAF 
J- 5 EURDIV 
494 3 4/Z29 . 
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DECLAS INSTRUCTIONS 

CLASS BY DJS. DECLAS OADR 
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g. (U) In addition to responding to the specific Written questions, 
posed in Amb Petrignani's aide memoire, the proposed memorand um provides 
a response to a verbal question that he asked CJCS during his office, 
meeting. The question concerned the location of then-Secretary of State 
Muski e's aircraft at the time of the incident.’ DCS AG. ^ confirms that hie 
■ aircraft was on the ground in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, at the time the 
DC-9 crashed. 

3. (U) Recommendation . CJCS sign the enclosed memorandum . ’ ; ■ ^ 

Attachment i ;'v v 

References: . 

* Italian Ambassador memorandum, 23 March 1989 with aide memoire 
** DJS 011447Z Mar 89 ; /v” ^ V ' 

*** AS D Lehman memorandum, 29 March 1989, "Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 
27 June 1980" - 


**** USCINCEUR/ECCS 041743Z Apr 89 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20319-0001 “ 

' i CM-1907-89 

04 May 1989 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE : 

Subject: Downing of ITAVIA DC-9 on 27 June 1980 


US CINCEUR conducted another review of its records in light of 



Attachment 


Reference: 

* Italian Ambassador aide memo ire, 23 March 1989 




His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 


Ambassador E. and P. 

Embassy of Italy 
1601 Fuller St. , NW 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: -t "' :■ 

Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989 arid your office 
call with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 27 March 1989, 
another review was conducted of US records for additional 
information that might be useful to the Government of Italy in 
its ongoing investigation of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash on 
27 June 1980. 

Headquarters, US European Command, conducted a review of its 
records based cn the expanded questions in your 23 March 1989 
aide memoire. Details of the review are listed below. 

a. US Aircraft Airborne on 27 June 1980 .: 

(1) US Navy historical record checks document that 
the air wing embarked in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties 
from Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily on 27 June 1980. The 
last aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before the reported 
2100 local, time Ustica air crash. Also, US Navy primary data 
files for air-to-air missile carriage and expenditure document 
zero captive flight or firing records for aircraft squadrons of 
USS Saratoga or any other squadron of the Sixth Fleet between the 
days of 26 June and 28 June 1980 . 

(2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactical 
Training Squadron at Dec imomannu, Sardinia, reveal that there 
were no US Navy flights out of Dec imomannu on 27 June 1980, nor 
was there any use of the Capo Frasca air-to-ground range on that 
date . The records ; also indicate that daily flying operations by 
elements of Headquarters, US Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) at 
Dec imomannu were completed by 1700 hours local time. Therefore 
all USAFE aircraft were on the ground at the time of the incident. 


/**»<» 


b. Voice, Radar, or Other Recordings . No' voice or • , ' 

radar recordings of air traffic in the Tyrrhenian Sea for the 
evening of 27 June 1980 are currently available. The 7 - : 

procedures in use at the tine called for such recordings to be v 
retained for only 24 hours, unless unusual circumstances.- 
required a longer period. The absence of records indicates •••:: 

that nothing abnormal was detected. Ships in port are required, 
to shut down radar systems ; therefore, the majority of the 
Sixth Fleet ships were not capable of monitoring traffic in the 
areas where they were berthed. 

c. Position of SARATOGA and its Task Force ./ The 
Enclosure provides the positions of Sixth Fleet ships for the 
evening of 27 June 1980. The listing was extracted from the 
Sixth Fleet Employment Schedule, ships' deck logs, and command 
histories obtained from the Naval Historical Center. 

With regard to your verbal question to Admiral Crowe 
concerning Italian press reports that allege then-Sectetary of '.-'■i:-:' 
State Muskie was flying in the area at the time , the Department ; 
of State confirms that Mr. Muskie was in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia, when the. incident occurred. He traveled from Ankara, : 

Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Italian 
time on 27 June 1980. . V ■ 

I hope that these comments from the final review of 
available US records are helpful to your government in settling ' r 
this investigation. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosure: 
As stated 



, -V . j.- - ■ . . ■ 

: ■■ . • ’■ ' ' / . * •: 

ENCLOSURE 



SIXTH FLEET 

SHIP POSITIONS ON 27 

JUNE 1980 -I • 


SHIP 

LOCATION 

V J .. % :: r ^ ‘ 


SARATOGA 

Naples 

(Anchorage) 



DAHLGREN 

Naples 

(Moored Molo Angioino) 


DALE 

Aegean 

Sea (En route Athena) 


D.B. BEARY 

Aegean 

Sea (En route Athens) 


BRISCOE 

Athens 


•• . ;V.-- ■ ■/ • ' 


. COMTE DE GRASSE 

Athens 


*: - •’ . 


STUMP 

Palma, 

Spain 

• : \ *■. '• • : 


HEWES 

Palma , 

Spain 

v- . ’ /y. 


MC DONNELL 

Palma, 

Spain 



VREELAND 

Palma, 

Spain 



PUGET SOUND 

Palma , 

Spain 



PAWCATUCK 

Palma, 

Spain 

; • ' ■ ' ■ _ ' • 


GUADALCANAL 

Carboneras, Spain 

(Training Anchorage) 


NASHVILLE 

Carboneras, Spain 

(Training Anchorage) 


PENSACOLA 

Carboneras, Spain 

(Training Anchorage) 


LAMOURE COUNTY 

Carboneras, Spain 

(Training Anchorage) 


BARNSTABLE COUNTY 

Carboneras , Spain 

(Training Anchorage) 


AUSTIN 

Approx 

38 13N, 005 

17E, Westbound at 



271900Z 

Based on 271000Z and 28O6O0Z 



positions. 



SANTA BARBARA 

Sousse, 

Tunisia 

• - ’’ . .. - \ ■ '. r ‘ ■ 

V ' : 

.".t ' ■ i. ' ■ 

■ • ' .V- v-- 


Enclosure ■' 

' r : 








SHIP LOCATION 

MT BAKER Eastern Mediterranean (Departed Ha'if a 

2 6 June, Arrived Au^sts; Bay 30 June) 
SYLVANIA Malaga, Spain 

RIGEL Malaga, Spain y. T- • 

CALOOSAHATCHEE Aegean Sea (Departed Athens 2 6 June , 

Arrived Cagliari 30 June) - . 

KALAMAZOO Villefranche, France 

RECOVERY La Spezia ' v'V-; ; 

NEOSHO Kalanata, Greece 

GILMORE La Maddalena 

ORION La Maddalena 

SPADEFISH La Maddalena 

LAPON Central Mediterranean 

SEAHORSE Central Mediterranean 

GREENLING Central Mediterranean 


NOTE: only the SARATOGA, DAHLGREN, DALE, BRISCOE, 

COMTE DE GRASSE, STUMP, HEWES , AND VREELAND were 
surface-to-air missile capable in 1980. 





INTERNATION A*L 
SECURITY POLICY 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF : 

SUBJECT: Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980. 

On 23 March, Ambassador Petrignani sent an aide memoire to 
DepSecDef requesting information supporting the investigation 
of the loss. of the Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 (attached) * We 
understand that the Chairman was given an identical aide, memoire 
during his meeting with the Ambassador on 27 March, 


I would appreciate the Joint Staff's assistance in providing 
the requested information so that, the Deputy Secretary can reply. 
This information is requested by COB J^April. 

. w . I 




Lehman 


Attachment 
as stated 
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SJS 1810/248-0(p COPY NO.' V\ ’ j 

4 Aoril 1989 DISTRIBUTION B PLUS 

- V ^ ' J— 5( 5) . • 

SECRETARY, JOINT STAFF DIRECTIVE 

DOWNING OF ITAVIA DC-9 ON 27 JUNE 1980 

1. The attached is referred to J-5 for DJS reply. : 

2. The suspense date for this action is 6 April 1989 , unless 
an extension is coordinated with the Secretary, Joint Staff. 

Joint Secretariat 


UNCLASSIFIED WITHOUT ATTACHMENT 





ASSISTANT SECRETAR Y OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON. DC 20301*2600 ’ 


2 # MAR •; 

In reply refer to 
I -! 


INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY POLICY 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF . .-V/. : • 

SUBJECT: Downing of Itavia DC-9 on 27 June I960 : ‘ \ 

On 23 March, Ambassador Petrignani sent an aide meinpire to;' 
DepSecDef requesting information supporting the investigation 
of the loss of the Itavia DC-9 on 27 June 1980 (attached). We 
understand that the Chairman was given an identical aide memoire 
during his meeting with the Ambassador on 27 March* 

1 would appreciate the Joint Staff's assistance in providing 
the requested information so that the Deputy Secretary can reply. 
This information is requested by COB J^April . • 

S\ \ V - I 



1 Ronald F. Lehman II 


Attachment 
as stated 












UPON REMOVAL OF ATTXCHM<»JTS TUl<t 




JOINT STAFF ACTION PROCESSING FORM 


TO: 

DJS 


CLASSIFICATION 

CQNFI 




TIAL 


DIRECTORATE ACTION NO. 

J-5A 2720-00 


Am. 


*> 


THRU: ; 


ACTION 

SUSPENSE 


X 

APPROVAL 

4 Dec 89 

’ . . . : • • * ‘ 


SIGNATURE 

SJS NUMBER 

■ • • . ! ' ‘ " 


INFORMATION 


SUBJECT .. 1 



SERVICE ACTION KtUUESlED 


Records of Ustica Incident (U) 


VOTE ( 


COORD ( ) INFO ( ) NONE 


21 


RELEASE FOR VOTE 


J-OIR 


DJS 


ACTION SUMMARY 

1 . (U) Purpose . Responds to AMEMBASSY Rome with proposed US coordinated 
reply for use in an "if asked" basis concerning the Ustica incident. 

2. (U) Discussion 

a. (p) On 4 May 1989 the CJCS forwarded* a memorandiun to Secretary of 
Defense suggesting a response to Italian Ambassador Petrignani's request 
for more detailed information about the 27 June 80 crash of an ITAVIA 
DC-9 in the Tyrrhenian Sea. Deputy Secretary of Defense Atwood's letter 
of May 15, 1989** informed the Italians of the whereabouts of US 
aircraft; the fact that there were no US voice, radar, or other 
recordings available from the day of the crash; and finally, the position 
of the SARATOGA and its task force. That letter, which contains relevant 
unclassified information absolving US military assets of involvement in 
the crash, has never been made public by the Italians. 

b. (U) Now the Italian Interparliamentary Commission on Slaughter and 
Terrorism is again looking into the crash. A member of the Italian 
Defense Committee of the Chamber of Deputies has stated that the radar of 
the USS SARATOGA, anchored off the port of Naples the night of the Ustica 
incident, must have registered what happened. 
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‘Attachment'; 

References : 

*. CM- 19 07 -8 9 

PSD Atwood letter/ 1.5 Mey 




OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20318-0001 

v 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
Subject: Downing' of ITAVIA DC-9 on 27 June 1980 

USCINCEUR conducted another review of its records in light of 
Ambassador Petrignani's recent aide memo ire.* Based upon this new 
review, the attached memorandum has been prepared as a suggested 
response to Ambassador Petrignani. 


Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 


Attachment 


Reference: 

* Italian Ambassador aide memo ire, 23 March 1989 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


EB/TRA/AVP : JSGRAVATT : SAB I 

ii/oa/aa 

EB/TRA/AVP :DRSCHWARTZ 



EUR/WE : RSNYDER 
FAA/AFS-3D0: JCMACIDULL 

SECDEF .... . .. 

IMMEDIATE ~ ROME 


NTSB : RBENSON , AI--3Q ~ 
PM/RASA/ISP : COL . J R E A $T . ZT7 „ I . 



PRIORITY LONDON-. PARIS PRIORITY-. BONN PRIORITY-. NAPLES PRIORITY, 
PALERMO PRIORITY-. BRUSSELS PRIORITY, USNATO PRIORITY -.MILAN. .PRIORITY 


N/A 




EAIRi MOPS-. PREL, IT 

THE U.S. AND THE USTICA AIR CRASH OF ITAVIA 

DC-1 

REF: ROME 2S2L7 

1. THE DEPARTMENT HAS OBTAINED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
FROM THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD -CNTSB} AS 

A PARTIAL ANSWER TO REFTEL. f 

2. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GRAVATT/WOOD TELECON, JOSEPH 
PONTECORVO OF THE U-S- FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
•CFAAJ, THEN AT ROME-. WAS APPOINTED BY NTSB AS THE UN- 
ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SUBJECT AIR CRASH- 
MR- PONTECORVO CAN NOW BE REACHED IN THE FLIGHT 
STANDARDS OFFICE OF FAA AT BRUSSELS- 


DRS£& 



* 


V. 

**. 

1 


\ : 


3- FOLLOWING THE CRASH, AT THE REQUEST OF THE ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT JOHN C- MACIDULL CNOW AT FAA HEADQUARTERS L_ 

ON 202-2k7- e tta3 e i>, THEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, AIRCRAFT ,!' 

PERFORMANCE, AT NTSB, PASSED TO THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT I 

HIS ANALYSIS OF THE RADAR RECORDING -CPARA - 3 OF REFTEL}. ;1 

NO COPIES WERE KEPT BY NTSB- AT THE TIME OF THE > • .-j- \ 

V J •. • , ; 

. '■ ■ - , -1 

UNCLASSIFIED | 



, Y* 



unclassified ' 2 

FALKLANDS WAR-. MACIDULL’S REPORT WAS REVEALED IN DETAIL 
ON AN HOUR-LONG BBC PANORAMA PROGRAM BY TOM MANGOLD. 

•CTHE PROGRAM UAS NOT SHOWN IN THE U . S • AND MACIDULL DOES 
NOT KNOW HOW HIS REPORT WAS OBTAINED • > 

ON JUNE 11-. IWi THE NTSB ASSISTED AN ITALIAN 
DELEGATION IN THE READ-OUT OF THE ITAVIA DC-VS - 

COCKPIT VOICE RECORDER-. WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE SEA FOR 
SEVEN YEARS BUT UAS IN GOOD CONDITION. THE TAPE READ 
AS IF EVERYTHING UAS NORMAL IN THE COCKPIT BUT THEN 
THERE CAME A SUDDEN END-. APPARENTLY INDICATING A 
COMPLETE ELECTRICAL FAILURE IN THE AIRCRAFT. 


5 . NTSB IS TRYING TO REACH STEVEN LUND -, WHO . ' 

PARTICIPATED IN THE MCDONNELL -DOUGLAS INVESTIGATION. YV 





UINULAbSIMtD 

JOINT STAFF 
INFO SERVICE CENTER 


ZYUW RUEHROA1563 2861208 


487TMW C0MIS0 AS IT//PA// 
AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMCONSUL GENOA 
AMCONSUL MILAN 
COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT 
USD0C0S0UTH NAPLES IT 
AMCONSUL PALERMO 
OLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// 
SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 


PRIORITY 

P 131159Z OCT 89 ZNZ1 
FM USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 

• 40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA// 

COMSIXTHFLT 
COMSUBGRU EIGHT 
USMISSION GENEVA 
NSO LA MADDALENA iT 
AMCONSUL NAPLES 
NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
USNMR SHAPE BE 
. 16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA// 

- AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
JCS WASHDC 

7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 

CTF SIX SEVEN 

CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 

USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 
USDEL NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 21563 


"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 
USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST -BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 


EU. 


E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT -- UlTUBtK 13, 

A. LEAD STORIES: ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA’S VISIT TO 
THE U.S.; THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN EAST GERMANY; NEW 
REVELATIONS ABOUT THE 1980 USTICA AIRCRASH. 

THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

1. ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA’S VISIT TO THE U.S. 

2. EAST GERMANY 

3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH 

B. TREATMENT 

1. ITALIAN PRESIDENT COSSIGA’S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

REPORTS ON PRESIDENT COSSIGA’S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. 
DRAW UPON COSSIGA’S PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE CONCLUSION 
OF HIS MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND 
OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS. FOCUS IS ON THE 
ITALIAN PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS ABOUT THE OLIVETTI CASE. 
SEEN AS AN ATTEMPT TO PLAY. 'IT DOWN IN THE FACE OF U.S. 
AND ITALIAN PRESS REPORTS TALKING OF A "CLOUD" IN 
U.S. -ITALIAN RELATIONS. 


JOINT STAFF 

ACTION J5[31 (M) 

INFO CJCS(7) DJS: ( 1 ) J7(6) SHAPE LNO(2) USDP:PDISP( 1) 
USDP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:0SAA(4) USDP:ESN(1) USDP:VP(1) 
USDPrEUR POL(l) USDPiSK POL(i) USDP:NATOPOL(l) 
VP-FRD(l) S030(;) 

♦NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
+USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE 
+COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J2// 

+DIRAFMIC FT DETRICK MD//IS// 

+USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACD ILL AFB FL 
♦MAC INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL//IN// 

> +FSTC INTEL OPS CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 


33 


HEADLINES: 

"COSSIGA: U.S. -ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT" (FRONT 
PAGE, CORRIERE DELLA SERA) 

"COSSIGA: 'THERE IS NO OLIVETTI CASE’" (FRONT PAGE, 
LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

"COSSIGA: ’LET’S FIGHT DRUGS. IN COOPERATION WITH 
EASTERN EUROPE’" (i A STAMPA) 

"COSSIGA: 'LET’S FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST DRUGS’" (FRONT 
PAGE, IL MESSAGGERO) 

"BUSH: ’WE WILL RESOLVE THE OLIVETTI CASE TOGETHER’" 
(FRONT PAGE, IL SOLE-24 ORE) 

"OLIVETTI CASE TURNS INTO A STORM" (LEAD STORY, IL 
TEMPO) 

"COSSIGA: 'THE OLIVETTI CASE IS NOT DIVIDING US’" (IL 
RESTO DEL CARLINO) 

"THE OLIVETTI CASE DOES NOT SPOIL COSSIGA’S VISIT" (IL 
GIORNALE) 

COMMENTS: 

LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA REPORT FROM NEW 
YORK BY MASSIMO GAGGI: "THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES ARE 
TRYING TO PLAY DOWN THE OLIVETTI-USSR AFFAIR WHICH 
BT 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 21563 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 

USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST -BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A * 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

BROKE UP DURING COSSIGA’ VISIT. MEETING WITH 
JOURNALISTS YESTERDAY, COSSIGA ADMITTED THAT THE ISSUE 
OF ’STRATEGIC’ TECHNOLOGY SALES TO THE USSR WAS RAISED 
BY PRESIDENT BUSH DURING THE MEETING AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE, BUT ADDED THAT IT 'DOES NOT CONCERN 
U.S. -ITALIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS AND THAT IT IS NOT A 
CONTENTIOUS ISSUE...’ AMERICANS, HOWEVER. . .MADE A 
POINT OF EMPHASIZING THAT THE CASE IS A SERIOUS ONE, 
PROBABLY MORE 

SERIOUS THAN THE TOSHIBA CASE, ACCORDING TO BUSH 
ADMINISTRATION SOURCES...." 

LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA REPORT FROM 
WASHINGTON: "ACCORDING TO COSSIGA, THE OLIVETTI CASE 
WAS CREATED BY MEDIA, THIRSTY FOR SENSATIONAL TITLES 
AT A TIME WHEN NO OTHER NEWS-MAKING EVENT 
CHARACTERIZED HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON... NO CLOUDS, 
ASSURED COSSIGA, ARE SPOILING THE ’VERY SPECIAL,' 
LONG-TIME ROME-WASHINGTON FRIENDSHIP. 

LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE REPORT Y 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT MARIO PLATERO: "THE ’ NOD 
COUPLE’ OF ITALY’S FOREIGN POLICY - A REASSURING AMD 
CAUTIOUS PRESIDENT COSSIGA, AND AN AGGRESSIVE AND 
STRAIGHT-FORWARD FOREIGN MINISTER DE MICHELIS ~ HAS 
ACHIEVED A VERY CLEAR GOAL IN WASHINGTON, I.E., 
INFORMING THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION ABOUT THF NEW 
PRIORITIES OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, AIMED AT 
ASSIGNING TO OUR COUNTRY A PROMINENT ROLE IN EUROPE’S 
NEW CONFIGURATION,.." 

ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO REPORT FROM WASHINGTON: 

"’WE COULD MOT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BETTER THAN THIS,’ 
COMMENTED COSSIGA THE DAY AFTER THE. RECEPTION IN HIS “ r 
HONOR AT THE WHITE HOUSE... IN ANY EVENT, SAID . 
COSSIGA, ’NO DIFFERENCES OF A POLITICAL NATURE EX 1ST 
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BETWEEN ITALY AND THE U S. WHICH COULD AFFECT FUTURE 
INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF EAST-WEST RELATIONS’....' 
CENTRIST LA STAMPA REPORT FROM WASHINGTON BY SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT PAOLO PATRUNO: "WE CAN SAY THAT 
COSSIGA'S STATE VISIT TO THE U.S. WAS CHARACTERIZED BY 
AN EXCELLENT ATMOSPHERE IN BILATERAL RELATIONS... THE 
TWO PRESIDENTS ESTABLISHED A FRIENDLY. PERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP 

BOLOGNA’S CENTER-RIGHT IL RESTO DEL CARLINO REPORT 
FROM WASHINGTON: "A SUCCESS. ’IT COULD NOT HAVE GONE 
BT 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 04 ROME 21563 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 

USIA FOR P/M 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JOINT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CL. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

8ETTER THAN THIS’... COSSIGA DID NOT HIDE HIS 
SATISFACTION ABOUT THE ATMOSPHERE AND THE RESULTS OF 
HIS TALXS WITH PRESIDENT BUSH AND OTHER TOP-LEVEL 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS... A FRIENDLY, BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH WAS NOT SPOILED EVEN BY U.S. 
SUSPICION A80UT THE POSSIBLE EXPORTS OF HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY TO THE USSR BY OLIVETTI..." 

LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE: "THE CIA CONDUCTED 
INVESTIGATIONS. STATE DEPARTHEMT OFFICIALS PREPARED A 
DOSSIER, A U.S. UNDER SECRETARY IS ABOUT TO GO TO ROME 
TO ASX FOR CLARIFICATIONS. BUSH RAISED THE PROBLEM 
DURING THE MEETING IN THE OVAL OFFICE. YET FOR 
FRANCESCO COSSIGA THE ’OLIVETTI CASE IS NOT A 
CASE'.... U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS ARE STILL EXCELLENT 
EVEN THOUGH SOME DIFFERENCES EXIST. PRESIDENT 
COSSIGA, FOR EXAMPLE, ADMITTED 'DIFFERENCES’ ON 
LIBYA... POSITIONS ARE DIFFERENT ALSO ON THE DRUG 
ISSUE. THE ITALIAN PRESIDENT SAID THAT ’THE BUSH PLAN 
IS VALID. BUT IS STRICTLY LINKED TO THE SITUATION IN 
THE U.S. . TO THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT NATION.' IN 
SHORT, 'IT IS NOT EXPORTABLE, EVEN THOUGH WE CANNOT 
LEAVE THE UNITED STATES ALONE IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST 
DRUGS'." 

2. EAST GERMANY 
HEADLINES: 

”BILD’: ’HONECKER IS GOING TO RESIGN’ - HOPES AND 
DOUBTS IN BERLIN" (FRONT PAGE, CORRIERE DELLA SERA) 
"BERLIN LOOKING FOR HIS OWN GORBACHEV* (LEFTIST, 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

"HONECKER’S DAYS ARE NUMBERED" (LEAD STORY, LA STAMPA) 
"HONECKER TO RESIGN IN A WEEK?" (LEAD STORY, IL 
GIORNALE) - 

COMMENTS: 


"PERISHABLE INFORMATION— DO NOT SERVICE* 

USIA FOR P/M : . v. 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-BOB HEATH 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO - 

TORREJON FOR 16TH AF/PA 

VIENNA FOR USDEL ’ : 

IOIMT STAFF FOR J-5 LT. CLv'LACASSEY • ■ . • • 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
3. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH 

REPORTS ON ONGOING INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 1980 USTICA 
AIR CRASH LEAD WITH ITALIAN AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
FRANCO PISANO’S TESTIMONY IN WHICH PISANO AFFIRMED 
THAT A "FRIENOLY* FIGHTER PLANE WAS FLYING CLOSE TO 
THE IT AVIA DC -9 THE DAY OF THE ACCIDENT. COMMENTATORS 
TALK OF A SENSATIONAL REVELATION WHICH COULD LEAD TO A 
TURNING POINT IN INVESTIGATIONS, 

. HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES): 'V. ' \ ‘ 

"USTICA: THE GENERAL CHANGES HIS TRUTH" (CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA) 

"THE GENERAL CONFESSES: ’ANOTHER AIRPLANE WAS FLYING ' 
BEHIND THE DC-9” (LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 
"PISANO: A ’FRIENDLY* JET WAS FLYING CLOSE TO THE 
OC-9" (IL MESSAGGERO) 

"THERE WAS A FIGHTER PLANE (FRENCH?)" (IL TEMPO) 

"GHOST AIRPLANE SURFACES IN THE USTICA MYSTERY" (IL 
GIORNALE) LEWINSOKN BT 


FRONT-PAGE REPORT FROM BERLIN IN CENTRIST LA STAMPA: 
"THE EAST GERMAN POPULATION, ASTONISHED BY THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP’S SUDDEM ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
REQUESTS BY REFORMIST GROUPS, OID NOT REACT YESTERDAY 
TO THE UNEXPECTED OPENING. DOES THE DATE OF OCTOBER 
11 REALLY MARK THE BEGINNING OF PERESTROIKA, OR IS IT 
SIMPLY A TACTICAL MOVE, THE REPRESENTATIVES OF POPULAR 
MOVEMENTS WERE WONDERING YESTERDAY. . .?* 

BT ■ — 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 21563 
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IMMEDIATE ZYUW RUEKJCS6267 0911447 

0 011447Z APR 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECDC// 

INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 

USDAO ROME IT 

C 0 N F l.U E NT I A L 

SUBJ: ITALIAN REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
USTICA AIR CRASH (U) 

1. (C) ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE US PETRIGNANI VISITED CJCS ON 
27 MAR 89 AND LEFT HIM A COPY OF AN AIDE-MEMOIRE THAT HE HAD SENT 
TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 23 MAR 89. THE AIDE-MEMOIRE. QUOTED VERBATIM 
BELOV, REQUESTS THE US PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE JUN 80 USTICA DC-9 CRASH. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL 
INVESTIGATION ON THE DONNING ON JUNE 27, 1980, IN THE CENTRAL 
TYRRHENIAN SEA (BETWEEN THE ISLAMS OF PONZA AND USTICA) OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO, THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE ASKED FOR THE COOPERATION OF US AUTHORITIES IN 
ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

PURSUANT TO A REQUEST MAOE ON DECEMBER 27, 1988. BY THE 
AMBASSADOR OF ITALY. THE OEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THE AMBASSADOR OF ITALY - THROUGH HIS LETTER OF JANUARY 
24, 1989 - INFORMATION ON THE MATTER. WHICH HAS BEEN HELPFUL TO 
THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENTAL INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD NOW APPRECIATE THE FURTHER 
COOPERATION OF THE U.S. AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE ADDITIONAL 
AND DETAILED INFORMATION ON SOME POINTS CRUCIAL FOR THE CONCLUSION 
OF THE INVESTIGATION. THEY ARE. IN PARTICULAR, INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING (AND THEY WOULD APPRECIATE THE MOST DETAILED ELEMENTS IN 
THIS REGARD): 

A) WHETHER ANY US AIRCRAFT - HAVING TAKEN OFF EITHER FROM 
SARATOGA OR FROM ANY OTHER U.S. SHIP STATIONED IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA OR FROM LAND BASES - WERE AIRBORNE IN THE 
EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980 IN AREAS AND IN PERIODS OF TINE EVEN NOT 
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ONES WHERE AND WHEN THE USTICA INCIDENT 
OCCURRED; 

B) WHETHER EITHER SARATOGA OR OTHER US SHIPS HAVE VOICE, 
RADAR OR OTHER RECORDINGS OF AIR TRAFFIC OF ANY KIND IN THE 


A) ANY OX MILITARY AIRCRAFT WAS FLYING IN THE AREA AND 
AT THE TIME INDICATED; 

B) ANY U.S. NAVAL. SHIP WAS IN THE AREA AND AT THE TIME 

INDICATED. 

THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD FURTHERMORE LIKE TO KNOW WHAT 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
WHICH HAPPENED TO BE IN THE ZONE AS DEFINED ABOVE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUrHCIENkr CLOSE AS TO ALLUW RADAR NONITORING OF THE ZONE 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED. WASHINGTON, D.C. DECEMBER 27, 1988. 
END QUOTE. 

B. (C) DEPSECDEF TAFT RESPONSE. 24 JAN 89. 

QUOTE. DEAR MR. AtffiASSAOOR: 

PURSUANT TO YOUR REQUEST OF 27 DECEMBER 1986, WE AGAIN 
CHECKED INTO WHETHER ANY U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT OR SHIPS WERE 
OPERATING IN THE DESIGNATED AREAS ON 27 JUNE 1980, AND WHETHER WE 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION FROM THE RADAR SYSTEMS OF U.S. EQUIPMENT 
OPERATING IN OR NEAR THE AREA. 

ALL MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE AREA HAVE BEEN QUERIED IN 
RESPONSE TO YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OF 27 DECEMBER 1988 AND ALL 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATES THAT THE UNITED STATES DID NOT 
HAVE SHIPS OR AIRCRAFT OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA AT THE TIME 
OF THE DC-9 CRASH. SINCE THERE WERE NO U.S. AIRCRAFT OR VESSELS 
OPERATING IN THE ZONE OEFINED IN YOUR AIDE MEMOIRE OR IN OTHER 
AREAS SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE AS TO ALLOW RADAR MONITORING OF THE ZONE 
WHERE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED, THERE IS NO INFORMATION THAT CAN BE 
PROVIDED FROM U.S. RADAR SYSTEMS. 

I HOPE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS BENEFICIAL TO THE 
INVESTIGATING CONHSSION. IF I CAN BE OF ANY FURTHER HELP ON THIS 
ISSUE PLEASE LET ME KNOW. SINCERELY, WILLIAM H. TAFT, IV. END 
QUOTE. 

3. (C) THE MOST RECENT AIDE-MEMOIRE EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE HOST COMPLETE 
RESPONSE POSSIBLE, REQUEST YOU CONDUCT ANOTHER REVIEW OF THE 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AND PROVIDE SPECIFIC RESPONSES FOR SUBPARAS 
A THROUGH C OF AMB PETRIGNANI* S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 23 MAR 89. ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS YOU HAVE THAT WILL ASSIST THE 
ITALIANS WOULD BE APPRECIATED. REQUEST YOUR RESPONSE BY 4 APR 89. 
DECLOADRBT 


EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980 (SEVERAL ITALIAN NEWSPAPERS HAVE REPORTED 
THAT SUCH RECORDINGS DO IWEED EXIST AND. FURTHERMORE. THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER TO THE ITALIAN JUDGE, ALTHOUGH THIS LAST 
DETAIL HAS ALREADY BEEN DENIED BY US AUTHORITIES); 

C) THE POSITION OF SARATOGA AND ALL THE SHIPS COMPRISED 
IN OR RELATED TO ITS TASK FORCE IN THE EVENING OF JUNE 27, 1980, 

ON THE ONE HAND, AND, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE POSITION OF ANY OTHER 
US SHIP (I.E. NOT PERTAINING TO THE SARATOGA TASK FORCE AND NOT 
LYING AT ANCHOR IN THE ROADSTEAD OF THE NAPOLI HARBOR) IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN SEA IN THE EVENING IN QUESTION. WASHINGTON. D.C. 
MARCH 23. 1989. END QUOTE. 

2. (C) THIS IS THE SECOND FORMAL REQUEST FROM AMB PETRIGNANI FOR 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH. HIS FIRST AIDE-MEMOIRE, 
PRESENTED TO DEPSECDEF TAFT ON 27 DEC 88, WAS ANSWERED ON 24 JAN 
89. BOTH THE AIDE-MEMOIRE AND THE DEPSECDEF RESPONSE ARE QUOTED 
BELOW FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

A. (C) AMB PETRIGNANI AIDE-MEMOIRE, 27 DEC 88. 

QUOTE. WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE 
DONNING ON JUNE 27. 1980 IN THE CENTRAL TYRRHENIAN SEA OF AN 
ITAVIA DC-9 FLYING BETWEEN BOLOGNA AND PALERMO. THE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES WOULD APPRECIATE THE COOPERATION OF U.S. AUTHORITIES 
IN ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

IN PARTICULAR THE ITALIAN AUTHORITIES WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF 
ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 27. 1980, IN THE MOMENTS PRECEDING AND 
FOLLOWING THE ACTUAL TIME OF THE INCIDENT, AND IN THE PRESIDED 
LOCATION OF THE SAME. I.E. : 

- IN THE PERIOD BETWEEN 1A:45 AND 19-15 GMT OF JUNE 27, 

1980; 

- IN THE SPACE BETWEEN LATITUDE NORTH 39* 30* AND 40* 

30’ , AND LONGITUDE EAST 12* 30* AND 13* 30* , 


ACTION J5(3) 

INFO CJC5*(7) DJS(l) SJS(l) DOCDIV(l) 
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PRIORITY ZYUW RUEHROA6153 0811503 

P 221450Z MAR 89 
FH USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 

40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA// 

COMSIXTHFLT 487TMW COMISO AS IT//PA// 

COMSUBGRU EIGHT AMCCS3UL FLORENCE 

USMISSION GENEVA AMCONSUL GENOA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON NSO LA MADDALENA IT 

AMCONSUL MILAN AMCONSUL NAPLES 

COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 

USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 

AMCONSUL PALERMO USNMR SHAPE BE 

0LA4B7TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA// 
USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// JCS WASHDC 

SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 
- 7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 

CTF SIX SEVEN 

CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 

USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 

USDEL. NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 06153 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- 00 NOT SERVICE' 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT -- MARCH 22, 1989 

A. LEAD STORIES: PCI CONGRESS IN ROME; CONTINUING 
COURT-ORDERED CHECX-UPS BY POLICE ON ABSENTEEISM IN 
GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES. 

- THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

- 1. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION/U.S. SOCIETY 

- 2, ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR _ 

B. TREATMENT 

- 1. THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION/U.S. SOCIETY 

- LEAD U.S. ITEM IS POSSIBLE TOUGHER MEASURES BY THE 
BUSH ADMINISTRATION TO CURB DRUG-RELATED VIOLENCE IN 
WASHINGTON D.C.. INCLUDING STRENGTHENED GUN CONTROL 
MEASURES AND THE USE OF FEDERAL TROOPS. ON A 
DIFFERENT SUBJECT, CORRIERE DELLA SERA COMMENTS ON THE 
APPOINTMENT OF LAWRENCE EAGLEBURGER AS OEPUTY 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 

- HEADLINES: 

- "BUSH SEEKS ANTI-CRIME CURE: 'LET’S SAVE 
WASHINGTON WITH THE ARMY IF NECESSARY 1 " (LEFTIST. 

INDEPENDENT LA :EPUBBLICA) 

JCS 

ACTION J5(3) (u,r,6,7) 

INFO CJCS(5) 0JS:(1) SJS(l) J3(4) NIOS(l) J7(6L 
: ‘ QUAl CONTROL) 1) J5-NUC/CHEM-J(1) J5-CT&S-J(1) 

, J5-MILSEC-J(1) J5-EURO-j(0) ASD:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1) 
US0P:DSAA(4) USDP:VP(1) USDP:TNF(1) USDP:DTSA(1) 

NMIC(l) DIA(l) ■• . 

+OCSA WASHINGTON DC — - 

+USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN 

+SAFE : ' v - ; ■ .. 


' . • *. "NIGHTTIME IN THE CITY OF CRIME’ (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "’CRACK 1 STRIKES WASHINGTON AT ITS HEART" (IL 
TEMPO) 

- "VIOLENCE IN WASHINGTON: BUSH WANTS THE ARMY* 

(IL GIORNALE) 

- "WASHINGTON: THE MILITARY (MAY ALSO BE USED) 
AGAINST VIOLENT YOUTH” (COilnSNIST PARTY ORGAN 
L’UNITA") 

- COMMENTS: 

- ANNA GUAITA REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON IN ROME 
CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "WASHINGTON. . .RISKS 
COLLAPSING UNDER THE WEIGHT OF DRUGS, AND GEORGE BUSH 

: BELIEVES THE TIME HAS COME TO PLAY HARDBALL. THE 

PRESIDENT IS CONSIDERING BRINGING IN THE NATIONAL 
GUARD TO PATROL THE STREETS OF AMERICA’S CAPITAL, AS 
WAS THE CASE DURING THE VIOLENT RACIAL REVOLTS OF 
1968 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 06153 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR. PA 

USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

- ENRICO FRANCESCHINI FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST, 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: "NO CURFEW FOR NOW. . .BUT 
THE NATIONAL GUARD, OR THE U.S. ARMY, COULD BE BROUGHT 
IN TO PATROL WASHINGTON AGAINST VIOLENCE AND 

DRUGS THE IDEA HAD BEEN CIRCULATING IN 

WASHINGTON FOR SOME DAYS. AND NOW THE PRESIDENT 
HIMSELF HAS MENTIONED IT. IF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
POLICE PROVES POWERLESS, BUSH TOLD HIS ASSISTANTS 
ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK TIMES, 'WE MUST CONSIDER 
DEPLOYING REGULAR MILITARY FORCES’ IN ORDER TO RESTORE 
ORDER QND SOCIAL PEACE. ..Q..* 

- "EAGLEBURGER BRINGS KISSINGER PHILOSOPHY BACK TO 
THE WHITE HOUSE" - GIANNI RIOTTA’S REPORT FROM NEW 
YORK IN LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA PREDICTS 
THAT BOTH EAGLEBURGER AND NSC ADVISOR SCOWCROFT WILL 
FOLLOW A "PRAGMATIC APPROACH." ANALYZING SPECIFIC . 
ISSUES. RIOTTA WRITES THAT "ON CENTRAL AMERICA, 
EAGLEBURGER SEEMS MORE CONCERNED ABOUT SOVIET 
INFLUENCE IN THE AREA THAN ABOUT THE ’PROCESS OF 
DEMOCRATIZATION’ SO CLOSE TO THE HEART OF NOBEL PRIZE 
WINNER, PRESIDENT ARIAS. LIKE KISSINGER, EAGLEBURGER 
IS CAUTIOUS ON 'THE END OF THE COLD WAR’ AND SKEPTICAL 
ABOUT THE REAL INTENTIONS OF THE SOVIET LEADER.....", 

- 2. , ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR • 

- REPORTS BY U.S. -BASED CORRESPONDENTQ IN SOME v" . 
NEWSPAPERS FOCUS ON REACTION IN THE U.S. TO THE 
OUTCOME OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTIONS. 

36 - "DISAPPOINTMENT IN WASHINGTON OVER CHRISTIAN 

DEMOCRATIC PARTY’S DEFEAT" - ENRICO FRANCESCHINI 
WRITES FROM WASHINGTON IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA 
. REPUBBLICA: "THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION MUST COME TO ' 
■GRIPS WITH THE VICTORY... OF THE ARENA RIGHTIST PARTY 
AND ITS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE, ALFREDO 
CRISTIANI.,,.. MANY PEOPLE IN WASHINGTON ARE 
CONCERNED THAT. CRISTIANI. . .MAY NOT BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN 
THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS PARTY. BECOMING A SORT OF 
: ’PUPPET’ OF ARENA’S REAL LEADER., ROBERTO D’AUBUISSON. 
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BELIEVED TO BE THE INSTIGATOR Of POLITICAL VIENNA FOR USDEL 

ASSASSINATIONS AND CONTINUING HUMAN RIGHTS JCS FOR J-5 HAJ LAGASSEY 

, VIOLATIONS FOR THE TIME BEING, THE WHITE HOUSE ' STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

INTENDS TO GIVE CRISTIANI 'THE BENEFIT OF THE USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA EU 

DOUBT’... CONGRESS. HOWEVER, IS MORE SKEPTICAL, AND P/ROMERSTEIN " ’■ 

THERE HAVE BEEN PROPOSALS TO IMMEDIATELY SUSPEND OR 

. E.C. 12255: N/A - - 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF U4 ROME 06153 SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE’ 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL ^ 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 
, USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 

• P/ROMERSTEIN 

: E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

HALVE U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR UNTIL THE CRISTIANI 
GOVERNMENT FULFILLS ITS PROMISE TO END DEATH SQUAD 
ABUSES " 

' "AID TO EL SALVADOR A DILEMMA FOR BUSH" -- 

UNSIGNED REPORT FROM WASHINGTON IN CENTRIST LA 
: STAMPA: "CONGRESS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT REACTED IN 

OPPOSITE WAYS TO THE RIGHTIST VICTORY IN THE 
SALVADORAN ELECTION. EVEN THOUGH BOTH ADMITTED THAT IT 
POSES SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION. 

DEMOCRATIC CONGRESSMEN HAVE ASKED THAT (THE SIZE) OF 
U.S. AID TO EL SALVADOR BE REVIEWED, CONVINCED AS THEY . • 

ARE THAT THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT WllL NOT BE LED SO : 

MUCH BY CRISTIANI AS BY D’AUBUISSON... THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN, REDMAN, PROMISED U.S. SUPPORT ; 

FOR ARENA ’PROVIDED THAT IT APPLIES DEMOCRATIC ? 

PRINCIPLES AND RESPECTS HUMAN RIGHTS'... THIS 
- DIFFERENCE OF VIEWS, WHICH SEEMS LIKELY TO GROW, COULD 
HAVE NEGATIVE REPERCUSSIONS ON CENTRAL AMERICA AS A 
WHOLE ' 

. - A REPORT FROM SAN SALVADOR IN ROME CENTRIST IL : 

TEMPO, BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT GIORGIO TORCHIA, IS 
HEADLINED, "EL SALVADOR AWAITING A SIGNAL FROM THE 
U.S," SUBHEAD: "THE SALVADORAN RIGHT, AFTER WINNING 
THE ELECTION, REALIZES THAT IT CANNOT DO WITHOUT VITAL 
U.S. ECONOMIC AND MILITARY AID." 

' C. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

' * U.S.-PLO DIALOGUE: LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA CARRIES REPORT FROM TUNIS PREVIEWING 
- TODAY’S MEETING BETWEEN PLO REPRESENTATIVES AND U.S. 

■ AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS, ROBERT PELLETREAU. ARTICLE SAYS 
THAT "ACCORDING TO PALESTINIAN SOURCES, THE MEETING — 

THE FIRST OFFICIAL ONE SINCE THE INAUGURATION OF 
GEORGE BUSH - WAS REQUESTED BY THE UNITED 

STATES THE AGENDA Of THE MEETING HAS NOT BEEN 

, REVEALED, BUT PALESTINIAN SOURCES INFORMED US THAT IT 
WILL FOCUS ON THREE MAIN ISSUES: THE DEFINITION OF 

K ; ’TERRORISM’ BY THE PLO...; PROSPECTS FOR AN 
•' • INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE FOR THE MIDDLE EAST; 

. THE ISRAELI ATTITUDE OF POLITICAL INTRANSIGENCE AND 
THE REPRESSION OF THE PALESTINIAN REVOLT IN THE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES." 

• - 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH INQUIRY: ROME CENTRIST IL . . 

. UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 06153 : 

•"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE" 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER : v. 

k: NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO . . , "V . • 

tv: TORREJON, FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE ' - ; . . .. 
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MESSAGGERO FEATURES FRONT-PAGE INTERVIEW WITH FORMER 
SECRETARY OF STATE EDMUNO MUSKIE IN WHICH MUSKIE 
DENIES REPORTS THAT HE HE WAS FLYING FROM ANKARA TO 
LISBON ON THE DAY OF THE USTICA INCIDENT. SEPARATE 
QUOTES ATTRIBUTED TO MUSKIE AND A STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESPERSON (NANCY BACK) INDICATE THAT MUSKIE 
TRAVELLED EASTWARD FROM ANKARA (TO KUALA LUMPUR VIA 
INDIA) DURING THE PERIOD IN QUESTION. IL MESSAGGERO ' 
ACCOUNT ALSO STATES THAT BY THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT 
(JUNE 27. 1980), PRESIDENT CARTER HAD ALREADY LEFT 
LISBON FOR THE UNITED STATES. THE TIMING OF THE ABOVE 
TRAVEL WAS SPECULATED ON )N EARLIER ITALIAN PRESS 
ACCOUNTS OF THE USTICA TRAGEDY, ALLEGING THAT THE 
ITAVIA DC-9 WAS ERRONEOUSLY HIT BY FIGHTERS EITHER 
ATTACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE CARRYING A FOREIGN 
VIP. LEWINSOHN BT 
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PRIORITY 2YUW RUEHR0A6018 0801210 - "EXTREME RIGHT TRIUMPHS IN EL SALVADOR" (FRONT 

P 2112022 MAR 89 . - PAGE. IL . 

FM USIS ROME . ..' - “FEAR REWARDS EXTREME RIGHT IN EL SALVADOR" 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY (FRONT PAGE, COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA') 

. 40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA/7 , . ■ 

COMSIXTHFLT 487TMW COMISO AS IT//PA// ■ r COMMENTS' ’’V ^ 

" COMSUSGRU EIGHT AMCONSUL FlukENIE . ‘ • 


. USMISSION GENEVA AMCONSUL GENOA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON NSO LA MADDALENA IT 

AMCONSUL MILAN AMCONSUL NAPLES 

COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 

. USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 

AMCONSUL PALERMO USNMR SHAPE BE 

OLA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC/PM// 16AF TORREJON AB SP//P 

USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// JCS WASHDC 

SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 
’ 7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 

CTF SIX SEVEN 

CDRSEB VICEN2A IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 

USASETAF VICEN2A IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 

USDEL NST GENEVA NAS SIGONELLA IT 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ROME 06018 

’PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL 
. JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 
• USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA. EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
* MEDIA REACTION REPORT -- MARCH 21, 1989 

A. LEAD STORIES: COURT-ORDERED IMPROMP.TU CHECK-UPS BY 
POLICE ON EMPLOYEES ' - UNJUSTIFIED ABSENCES FROM WORK IN 
SEVERAL GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES; PCI' CONGRESS IN ROME; 

THE OUTCOME OF EL SALVADOR’S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

THIS REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

-1. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR 
' - 2. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH INQUIRY 

8. TREATMENT 

- 1. ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR 

- MEDIA GIVE PROMINENT ATTENTION TO THE OUTCOME OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN EL SALVADOR WITH 
COMMENTS ON THE ACCOMPANYING VIOLENCE AND 

' INTIMIDATION. COMMENTATORS SPECULATE ON HOW THE 
RIGHTIST VICTORY WILL AFFECT U.S. -SALVADORAN TIES. 


- ’A NEW STRATEGY: CONSISTENCY AND FEWER DOLLARS" 
ALBERTO PASOLINI 2ANELLI COMMENTS IN AN EDITORIAL 

IN LEADING .CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE: "THE UNITED 
STATES IS, PARADOXICALLY. AMONG THE PRINCIPLE LOSERS 
OF THE SALVADORAN ELECTION, ALONG WITH THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE MARXIST GUERRILLAS. THE 
WEEKS, OR BETTER, THE MONTHS PRECEDING THE ELECTION 
WERE IN FACT CHARACTERIZED BY A CONFUSED PERFORMANCE' 

BY WASHINGTON'S DIPLOMATS. WHO PLAYED A ROLE AS 
AMBIGUOUS AS THAT PLAYED BY THE EL SALVADOR POLITICAL 
GROUPS. ONE HAD THE IMPRESSION. AT TIMES, THAT : 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 04 ROME 06018'" ' 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION — DO NOT SERVICE* 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

VIENNA FOR USDEL 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

USINFO .FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA. EU. 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A ' ’. • " ’! 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

WASHINGTON’S INTERESTS WERE COINCIDING WITH THOSE OF 
SALVADORAN TERRORISTS AND MARXIST GUERRILLAS. THAT 
WAS. not TRUE AND IS NOT TRUE. OF COURSE. BUT THE FACT 
REMAINS THAT WHEN THE GUERRILLAS. . .AT ONE POINT 
PROPOSED SUSPENDING THEIR THREATS AND THEIR VIOLENCE 
IN EXCHANGE FOR A POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION, THE 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT WAS EVEN LESS FIRM THAN THE 
SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT IN REJECTING THE 
BLACKMAIL... GIVING THE IMPRESSION, AT TIMES, OF NOT 
CONSIDERING IT INADMISSIBLE." 

- EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "SALVADORAN 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS... HAVE NOW DECIDED TO TRY THEIR OWN 
STRATEGY RATHER THAN WASHINGTON'S, BY ELECTING A 
PRESIDENT FROM THE ARENA PARTY. THAT DOES NOT MEAN 
THAT THEY WILL SUCCEED. TO THE CONTRARY, IT IS ALMOST " 
CERTAIN THAT THEY WILL PAY, AS A MINIMUM, THE PRICE OF 

- REDUCED FINANCIAL SUPPORT BY THE U.S. IT IS ALMOST 
CERTAIN THAT CONGRESS WILL CUT AID. BEGINNING WITH 
MILITARY AID. THE ELECTION OF. ALFREOO CRISTIANI SETS 
OFF AN EXPERIMENT. ON WHETHER MORE CONSISTENCY AND 
FEWERIQDOLLARS CAN YIELD BETTER RESULTS THAN THOSE 
ACHIEVED. IN TEN YEARS, WITH MANY DOLLARS AND LITTLE 
CONSISTENCY." C 


••I - HEADLINES: . 

- "THE RIGHT TRIUMPHS. IN EL SALVADOR" (FRONT PAGE, 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA) 

- "EL SALVADOR: THE RIGHT PREVAILS* (LEAD STORY, 

LA STAMPA) 

' - "A BLOODY VICTORY IN EL SALVADOR" (LEFTIST, : 
INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

JCS ' 

• ACTION J5£3j (M) 

INFO SECDEF-N(l) CJCS(5) DJS:(1) ASD:PA(1) USDP: ISA(l) 

- USDP:DSAA(4) USDP:VP(1) USDP:TNF(1) USOP:DTSA(l) 
NMIC(l) DIA(l) 

•• •-.. +OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
■ • +USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE 

+safe ". . 


- MIMMO CANDITO REPORTS FROM EL SALVADOR IN CENTRIST 
LA STAMPA: "A NEW PHASE IN THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
CRISIS OPENS WITH CRISTIANI’S VICTORY! THE UNITED 
STATES, WHICH FOR A LONG TIME HAS OPPOSED THE ARENA 
. PARTY AND SUPPORTED DUARTE'S CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY, WILL HAVE TO REVIEW ITS STRATEGY IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE NEW POPULIST AND NATIONALISTIC TRENDS IN 
CENTRAL AMERICA. SUCH TRENDS CANNOT YET BE DESCRIBED 
AS ANTI-AMERICAN, BUT CERTAINLY ADD A NEW ELEMENT OF 

21 RISK TO PLANS FOR A POLITICAL STABILIZATION! " IN 

, . A SEPARATE REPORT, CANDITO WRITES: "CRISTIANI, BY 
HARSHLY CRITICI2ING THE CORRUPTION WHICH CHARACTERIZED 
THE DUARTE GOVERNMENT, SUGGESTS A GOVERNMENT OF- 
TECHNOCRATS. SOMEHOW ACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 
D'AUBUISSON WILL PROBABLY NOT BE PART OF THAT . 
GOVERNMENT, BUT HE REMAINS THE PRESIDENT OF THE’ ARENA \ 
PARTY, ITS FOUNDER AND ITS MOST PRESTIGIOUS . 
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REPRESENTATIVE "- 

- "THE EL SALVADOR PARADOX’ ~ AN EDITORIAL IN 
COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA’ , BY SAVERIO TUTINO: 

"TEN YEARS AFTER LOSING THE BATTLE OVER NICARAGUA. THE 

UNCLA3 SECTION 03 Or 04 ROME 0601S 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE’ 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORRE JON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 
.VIENNA FOR USDEL 
JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR. PA 
USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

UNITED STATES RISKS LOSING THE ONE OVER EL SALVADOR AS 
WELL. THE FATE OF THE TWO COUNTRIES HAS DEPENDED IN 
THE LAST FEW YEARS ON JUST ONE POLICY, ALTERNATIVELY 
TRIED OUT BY WASHINGTON ON ONE OR THE OTHER IN ORDER 
TO TRY EMERGING FROM THE DEAD END OF THE 'BACKYARD' 

VIOLENCE " EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "THE PARADOX IS 

REPRESENTED BY THE FACT THAT, IN THE NEAR FUTURE, THE 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY, THE REBELS AND THE UNITED 
STATES MAY FIND THEMSELVES NEGOTIATING TOGETHER WITH 
THE PARTY WHICH ASSASSINATED ARCHBISHOP ROMERO. THE 
PROPOSALS FOR A DIALOGUE MADE BY THE ARENA PARTY 
DURING THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN COULD TURN INTO A CLEARER 
DIALOGUE WITH THE OPPOSITION THAN THAT CONDUCTED BY 
DUARTE, WHO WAS DEPENDENT UPON A REAGAN VISION BASED 
ON AN EVII EMPIRE TO BE ATTACKED AT ITS FARTHEST FLUNG 
OUTPOST. ONCE AGAIN, EVERYTHING ESSENTIALLY DEPENDS 
ON WASHINGTON. ON BUSH, WHO, SO FAR, HAS ONLY TALKED 
ABOUT NEW INTENTIONS, BUT HAS ALSO FAILED TO INDICATE 
A NEW POLICY ROR CENTRAL AMERICA AND ALL OTHER HOT 
SPOTS IN THE THIRD WORLD." 

- 2. 1980 USTICA AIR CRASH 


JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY : -'S - 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM, INR, PA ' 

USINFO FOR P/PRC . P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA EU : 
P/ROMERSTEIN - ' 

E.O. 12356: N/A . 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA. REACTION AtPUKI . 

THE MISSILE WAS SHOT BY EITHER A LIBYAN, AN AMERICANO 
OR AN ITALIAN FIGHTER PLANE. IF THE FIRST HYPOTHESIS} 

IS TRUE, THE TRUTH WAS HIDOEN SINCE IT DID NOT SEEM 
ADVISABLE TO ITALIAN GOVERNMENT LEADERS TO OPEN A 
MILITARY-DIPLOMATIC CONFLICT WITH LIBYA. IF THE 
SECOND HYPOTHESIS IS TRUE, WE GAVE IN TO OUR 
SUBORDINATE ROLE AS MILITARY ALLIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES. IF THE THIRO HYPOTHESIS IS TRUE, AND THE 
COURAGE WAS LACKING TO ADMIT THAT AN ITALIANTFIGHTER 
CAUSED THE DEATH OF 81 FELLOW CITIZENS, IT SEEMS 
UNLIKELY THAT EVIDENCE CAN NOW BE PROVIDED BY THE 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES, EVEN IF SUCH EVIDENCE STILLO 
EXISTS." 

- ANDREA PURGATORI WRITES IN LEADING CENTRIST 
CORRIERE DELLA SERA: "WAS IT PERHAPS AN ’AIR FORCE' 

JET OF THE PRESIDENTIAL FLEET WITH EDMUND MUSKIE ON " 
BOARD? WAS THE PLANE ESCORTED BY FIGHTER PLANES? 

COULD THERE HAVE BEEN AN EFFORT BY AN INTRUDING 
FIGHTER TO INTERCEPT THEM?" , /;' 

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "ON THE NIGHT OF 
JUNE 27, 1980, A PLANE WITH A HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT ■ 
OFFICIAL WAS IN THE AIR AT THE SAME TIME AS THE ITAVIA 
DC-9...,. THE HYPOTHESIS THAT THE DC-9 FOUND ITSELF 
CAUGHT BY A POSSIBLE AGGRESSOR BECOMES MORE 
PLAUSIBLE..... LEWINSOHN BT 


- MEDIA CONTINUE SPECULATION ON THE ORIGIN OF THE 
MISSILE THOUQHT BY OFFICIAL INVESTIGATORS TO HAVE 
CAUSED THE USTICA ACCIDENT. ONE HYPOTHESIS PUT 
FORWARD IS THAT THE ITAVIA DC-9 WAS ERRONEOUSLY HIT BY 
FIGHTERS EITHER ATTACKING OR DEFENDING A PLANE 
CARRYING THEN-SECRETARY OF STATE MUSKIE, THEN 
REPORTEDLY TRAVELLING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION). 

- HEADLINES: 

- "PLANE WITH U.S. VIP ALONG DC-9 ROUTE" (CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA) 

- "USTICA: THERE WAS ANOTHER PLANE’ (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "USTICA: WAS A VIP THE TARGET OF THE MISSILE?" 
(COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L’UNITA’) 

COMMENTS: 

- "USTICA MASSACRE. STATE LIES’ - GIORGIO BOCCA’S 
EDITORIAL IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA: "THE 
SOLEMN PROMISES MADE BY ITALIAN OFFICIALS TO ASCERTAIN 
THE ORIGIN OF THE MISSILE. WHATEVER IT WAS, APPEAR 
RATHER MISGUIDED AND CONFUSED, SINCE THERE ARE ONLY 
THREE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR THE USTICA ACCIDENT, NOW 
THAT WE HAVE ASCERTAINED THAT A MISSILE CAUSED IT: 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 ROME 06018 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" - 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO ’ 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 
VIENNA FOR USDEL . : 
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PRIORITY " ZYUW RUEHR0A7150 3401519 

P 051S06Z DEC 88 ZKZ1 
FN USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY USMISSION GENEVA 

SECSTATE WASHOC PRIORITY JCS WASHDC 

USMISSION USNATO PRIORITY USOEL NST GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

USCINCLUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// USDOCOsOurrt NAPLES 11 
AMCONSUL MILAN AMCONSUL FLORENCE 

AMCONSUL GENOA AMCONSUL PALERMO 

AMCONSUL NAPLES 

40TACGP AVIANO AB IT//CC/IN/PA// 

7275ABG SAN VITO DEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 

COMFAIRMED NAPLES IT CINCSOUTH NAPLES IT 

COMSUBGRU EIGHT 

0LA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC//PM// 

NAS SIGONELLA IT 487TMW COMISO IT/PA . 

NAVSUPPO LA MADDALENA IT COMSIXTHFLT 

CTF SIX SEVEN PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 

NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT AFSOUTH NAPLES IT 

USNMR SHAPE BE 

CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO// 

USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCCM// 

16AF TORREJON AB 

UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF OS ROME 27150 

’PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE’ 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEMS/CA, EU, 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM. INR. PA 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO . 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS RONE MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT -* DECEMBER 5, 1988 

A. LEAD STORIES: FAILED MILITARY REVOLT IN 
ARGENTINE: THE SOVIET PLANE HIJACKING; THE OUTCOME OF 
THE EC MEETING IN RHODES. 

- TODAY’S REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

.- l.REflGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEW YORK 

- 2. TRANSITION 

- 3. MIDDLE EAST 

4. GATT NEGOTIATIONS IN MONTREAL 

8. TREATMENT 

1. REAGAN/BUSH/GORBACHEV MEETING IN NEW YORK 

- SCENESETTERS ON GORBACHEV’S VISIT TO NEW YORK 
SUGGEST EXPECTATION FOR POSSIBLE NEW PROPOSALS OR 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SOVIET LEADER. HIGHLIGHT THE 


ACTION J5(3) (U.P.6,7) 

INFO CJCS(5) DJS:(1) SJS(l) J3(4) NI0S(1) J7(6), 

DUAL CONTROL(l) J5-NUC/CHEM- J( 1 ) WEBSTER-C(O) 
USDA:STNF(1) ASD:PA(1) USDP: ISA( 1) USDP:PDISP(1) 
USDP: DASDEURf 2 ) USDP : OSAA( 4 ) USDP : P8RES( 1 ) 

: USDP:"A'l) USDP:TCS(1) USDP:SD8S(1) USDP:ESN(1) 
USDP:LRP(1) USDP:VP(lj USDP:0UTREAC(1) USDP:TNF(1) 
USDP:0TSA(1) USDP:NP(1) USDP:EUR POL(l) 

USDP: REG POL(l) USDP: NATOPOL( 1 ) DI-5(1) NMIC(1) 
0I-5B( 1 ) NWS(l) DB-lB(l) DIA(l) 

+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
~ -fUSEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE 
■ • +NATS PTGON WASH DC 
, +CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
+SAFE 


AGENDA OF THE VISIT AND OESCRIBE THE ATMOSPHERE IN NEW 

york. ' •, ■ ■ 

-• HEADLINES: 

- "THE BIG APPLE LOSES THE UN BUT CHEERS UP WITH . 

GORBY’ (CORRIERE DELLA SERA, SATURDAY 1 ..." . 

- "WILL GORBY ’PRESENT’ BUSH WITH THE BERLIN WALL?* 
(STAMPA SERA, MONDAY) 

- "GORBY IN THE U.S. WITH HIS MIND ON LONDON’ (IL 
SOLE-24 ORE. SUNDAY) 

- "THE REASONS FOR GORBACHEV’S TOUR’ (IL GIORNALE, 
MONDAY) 

- "NEW YORK AWAITS ’GORBY GRIDLOCK’* (COMMUNIST 
PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA’ , MONDAY) 

- COMMENTS: 

- ENNIO CARETTO’S REPORT FROM NEW YORK IN CENTRIST' 
STAMPA SERA MONDAY: "WARNED BY SOVIET SPOKESMAN 
GERASSIMOV THAT THE KREMLIN LEADER WILL ’MAKE NEW 
PROPOSALS’ . NOT ONLY DURING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN 
AND BUSH BUT ALSO DURING THE UNGA SPEECH. AMERICA IS 
WONDERING WHETHER GORBACHEV INTENDS TO INAUGURATE A . 
GRANDIOSE PEACE AND DETENTE PLAN FOR THE 90’S. WHILE 
NOT EXCLUDING THAT GORBACHEV WILL MAINTAIN A HARO LINE 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 05 ROME 27150 

■PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" 

USINFO FOR P/PRC . P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 
P/RCMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM,' INR, PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION 

ON THE HOST SERIOUS REGIONAL CRISES - AFGHANISTAN AND 
PALESTINE - AND ON DISARMAMENT,... THE WHITE HOUSE IS 
CERTAIN THAT HE WILL IMMEDIATELY TRY TO SET THE DATE 
FOR A SUMMIT WITH BUSH. PERHAPS IN MAY OR JUNE... 
SECRETARY SHULTZ WENT AS FAR AS SUGGESTING A 
SENSATIONAL ’DECEMBER SURPRISE,’ I.E. AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
BY GORBACHEV THAT THE BERLIN WALL MAY COME DOWN SOON, 
OR THAT SOME... SOVIET TROOPS MAY BE WITHDRAWN FROM 
EASTERN EUROPE. EXPECTATIONS FOR THE FIFTH 
GORBACHEV-REAGAN SUMMIT AND GORBACHEV'S FIRST MEETING 
WITH BUSH ARE MADE EVEN GREATER BY THE PRESENT 
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION, BY THE IMPRESSION THAT THE 
KREMLIN LEADER IS LEADING HIS COUNTRY TOWARDS A NEW 
HISTORICAL REALITY, AND BY THE FACT THAT BUSH IS 
INCREASINGLY DISTANCING HIMSELF FROM REAGANISM " 

- MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT SERGIO ROSSI REPORTS IN 
LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SUNDAY: 

53 "REGARDING THE MEETING WITH REAGAN AND BUSH. EVEN THE 

SOVIETS POINT OUT THAT IT WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM 
PREVIOUS 'OFFICIAL SINWITS,’ AND THAT INSTEAD, IT WILL 
BE A GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO CONTINUE THE CONSTRUCTIVE 
U.S. -USSR DIALOGUE ON PEACE AND NUCLEAR AND 
CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT. . . IT WILL BE THE FIRST TIME 
THAT A SOVIET LEADER SEES TWO U.S. PRESIDENTS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY DURING THE TRANSITION PHASE....." . 

• - MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT UGO TRAMBALLI WRITES IN 

LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE MONDAY THAT "IT IS ON 
WALL STREET WHERE THE PROMOTION OF THE SOVIET NEW LOOK 
WILL HAVE TO COME UP WITH CONCRETE RESULTS. 

PERESTROJKA IS AN ENSEMBLE OF IMPORTANT CONCEPTS AND 
LEGAL REFORMS, BUT IT STILL LACKS THE PRACTICAL MEANS 
TO AFFIRM ITSELF: FINANCING IN HARD CURRENCY... 
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BETWEEN THE UN SPEECH AND HIS MEETING WITH WALL STREET . 
FINANCIERS. GORBACHEV WILL MEET A NOSTALGIC RONALD 
REAGAN... AND A GEORGE BUSH WHO WANTS TO TAKE HIS TIME 
BEFORE GETTING DOWN TO SERIOUS WORK ” 

- "NATO SURPRISE FOR GORBY" - THE MONDAY ISSUE OF 
ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO CARRIES A REPORT BY NEW 
YORK CORRESPONDENT ROBERTO PESENTI LEADING: "AMONG 
THE SURPRISES AWAITING GORBACHEV IS A NATO PLAN FOR A 
MAJOR REDUCTION OF ARMED FORCES IN EUROPE... THE PLAN 
OF THE WESTERN ALLIES IS AN AMBITIOUS ONE. AND, 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 05 ROME 27150 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE" 

USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORRE JON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

ACCORDING TO SOME. DIFFICULT TO REALIZE: ASKING 
GORBACHEV AND WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES TO CUT BY 60 
PERCENT THE IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF TANKS, ARTILLERY AND 
SOLDIERS BASED IN EUROPE. SECRETARY SHULTZ WILL 
INTRODUCE THE NATO REQUESTS TO HIS SOVIET COLLEAGUE 
SHEVARDNADZE DURING THEIR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AT 
GOVERNOR ISLAND " 

- 2. TRANSITION 


USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FW. P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU, 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USOEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ . GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A • ■ , 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

OPINION OF INFLUENTIAL MORAL AUTHORITIES AS THE POPE 
AND ROME’S RABI TOAFF, BY THE UNANIMOUS STANCE’ TAKEN 
BY THE ITALIAN SENATE’S FOREIGNZAFFaTRS COMMITTEE AZND, 
IN PARTICULAR, BY THE REACTION IN LARGE SECTORS OF 
AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION.....* ' 

- CENTRIST STAMPA SERA MONDAY CARRIES INSIDE-PAGE 
REPORT FROM NEW YORK BY ENIWIO CARETTO HEADLINED, • 
"’DON’T LET ARAFAT INTO THE U.S., OR ELSE WE WILL 
REVEAL EVERYTHING ON IRANGATE* - ’BLACKMAILING' ON 
THE PART OF ISRAEL HAS ALLEGEDLY HALTED GRANTING OF 
VISA TO ARAFAT AND THE PLO-USA RAPPROCHMENT." CARETTO 
REPORTS ON THE WASHINGTON POST REVELATIONS ABOUT 
ALLEGED "U.S.-PLO SECRET COOPERATION AGREEMENTS* AND 
THE RECENT "MYSTERIOUS PLANE CRASH KILLING OLIVER 
NORTH’S ISRAELI ALTER EGO, AMIRAN NIR." 

- "A NEW MYSTERY ON IRANGATE," TITLES' LEADING 
CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE SUNDAY REPORTING ON THE SAME 
AIR CRASH, DESCRIBING NIR AS "A CONSULTANT OF VICE 
PRESIDENT BUSH IN 1986 ON THE SALE OF WEAPONS TO IRAN 
IN EXCHANGE FOR U.S. HOSTAGES." 

- 4. GATT NEGOTIATIONS 


- INSIDE-PAGE STORIES BY U.S. -BASED CORRESPONDENTS - SCENESETTERS ON THE MONTREAL GATT SESSION PREDICT 

REPORT BRIEFLY ON- MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT-ELECT "DIFFICULT" NEGOTIATIONS, ESPECIALLY ON THE 

. BUSH AND DEFEATED DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE AGRICULTURAL ISSUE. AND EMPHASIZE ITALIAN TRADE 

DUKAKIS. LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE NOTES THE MINISTER RENATO RUGGIERO’S COMMENTS CALLING ON THE 

APPOINTMENT OF ELIZABETH DOLE AS THE NEW U.S. U.S. TO DO ITS PART TOWARDS REDUCING AGRICULTURAL 

REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UN IN AN ARTICLE ANALYZING SURPLUSES. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH’S POST-ELECTION STRATEGY: "SO 
. FAR, BUSH HAS BEHAVED... AS A GENTLE. PATIENT MAN. A - HEADLINES: 

MAN WHO IS READY TO DO ANYTHING TO ELIMINATE PAST ~ 

DIFFERENCES. TO OFFER HIS HAND TO EX-ENEMIES... HE - "U. S. -EEC AGRICULTURAL CHALLENGE. GATT STARTS OFR 

HAS INSTEAD BEEN VERY FIRM ON THE ON WRONG FOOT)* (LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA 

ECONOMIC AND FISCAL ASPECTS * SUNDAY) 

- "A DETERMINED EUROPE AT THE GATT NEGOTIATIONS: 

- 3. MIDDLE EAST ’LESS PROTECTIONISM IN THE U.S. ’* (LA STAMPA. SATURDAY) 

• "ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER CRITICIZES U.S. POSITIONS 

- MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT THE UNGA SESSION ON PALESTINE ON THE EVE OF GATT MEETING" (IL SOLE-24 ORE, SATURDAY) 

WILL BE HELD IN GENEVA DEC. 13-15. SOME MEDIA NOTE - "RUGGIERO: ITALY HAS DONE ITS PART, IT’S THE 

SECRETARY SHULTZ’S EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ARAFAT BE MORE U.S.' TURN NON" (IL TEMPO, SATURDAY) 

EXPLICIT IN GENEVA REGARDING THE RECOGNITION OF 

ISRAEL. LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA SUNDAY AND - COMMENTS: 

A SPECIAL PROGRAM ON RAI’S LEFT-OF-CENTER CHANNEL TWO 

TELEVISION SUNDAY NIGHT EMPHASIZED THE ROLE OF THE UNCLAS SECTION 05 OF 05 ROME 27150 

U.S. JEWISH LOBBY (WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE ’’ 

"AIPAC") IN SHAPING THE U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY. LA "PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" ^ 

REPUBBLICA’S HEADLINE: "TEL AVIV’S AMERICAN ARM - USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 

POWER AND MYTHS OF U.S. JEWS." - P/ROMERSTEIN ’■ ’ ~ . 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY •’ , - ' ri ' ‘‘ 

- COMMENTS: STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 4 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER ,v ■ ’.'"-V . 

- LEAD EDITORIAL IN COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L’UNITA’ VIENNA FOR USOEL-CSCE WILLIAMS' - 

SATURDAY ("THE UN ANT ARAFAT. AWAY FROM NEW YORK"): NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO : ' 

"WE ARE NOT ALONE IN OUR NEGATIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

U.S. DECISION TO REFUSE A VISA TO ARAFAT. WE ARE ' ■ -:v .l) 

ENCOURAGED BY THE TOTAL ISOLATION IN WHICH THE U.S. ’ . - E.O. 12356: N/A . . : ' ' 

AND ISRAEL FIND THEMSELVES AT THE PRESENT TIME, BY THE SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA. REACTION REPORT 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 05 ROME 27150 - CENTRIST LA STAMPA SATURDAY: "A LOT OF THINGS 

NEEO TO BE DISCUSSED. THE PROBLEMS ON. THE. FLOOR ARE . - - . ' - : „ 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE* COMPLICATED. BUT THERE ARE THOSE WHO HOPE THAT. SOME 
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MAJOR OBSTACLE HAY BE REMOVED. ITALIAN TRADE MINISTER 
RUGGIERO... IS 'NOT AT ALL INTIMIDATED BY THE WARNINGS ‘ 
OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION. THREATENING TO EVEN 
ABANDON THE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE ABSENCE OF CONCRETE 
PROGRESS, RUGGIERO ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT EUROPE IS 
GOING TO MONTREAL WITH THE REQUEST THAT ITS EFFORTS TO 
REDUCE AGRICULTURAL SURPLUSES BE ACKNOWLEDGED, BUT 
MOST OF ALL, ASKING THAT OTHERS. BEGINNING WITH THE 
U.S., DO THEIR PART. ACCORDING TO RUGGIERO. THE 
UNITED STATES DOES NOT PRACTICE WHAT IT PREACHES " 

C. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

- USTICA AIR CRASH: MEDIA NOTE U.S. DEFENSE 
SECRETARY CARLUCCrS DENIAL OF LIBYAN ALLEGATION ON 
AMERICAN RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE 1980 USTICA AIR 
PLANE ACCIDENT AS WELL AS CARLUCCI'S OFFER FOR U.S. 
COOPERATION IN ITALIAN INVESTIGATIONS INTO THE CAUSES 
OF THE DISASTER. 

- NATO: U.S. DEFENSE SECRETARY FRANK CARLUCCI'S 
DEC. 2 REMARKS AT NATO HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS ARE 
NOTED IN REPORTS ON THE U.S. -EUROPEAN "DISPUTE" ON 
BURDENSHARING WITHIN THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. LEADING 
CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE’S HEADLINE SATURDAY: "NATO 
WILL REVIEW BURDENSHARING." WHILE LEADING ECONOMIC 
DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE SATURDAY TITLES, "CARLUCCI TO THE 
ALLIES: YOU ARE STINGY WITH NATO." 

- U.S. -ITALY: MEDIA ANNOUNCE THAT ITALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER CIRIACO DE MITA WILL MEET PRESIDENT REAGAN 
AND PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH DURING HIS MID-DECEMBER VISIT 
TO THE U.S. FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARSHALL PLAN. LEWINSOHN BT 
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PRIORITY - 

P 1512352 NOV 88 ZNZ1 
FM USIS ROME 

TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
. SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 
»5MT$$!QR’ySNATO PRIORITY 
' AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// 

AMCONSUL MILAN 
AMCONSUL GENOA 
AMCONSUL NAPLES 

40TACGP AVIANO A6 IT//CC/IN/PA// 

7275ABG SAN VITO OEI NORMANNI AS IT//PA// 
COMFAIRMEO NAPLES IT 
COMSUBGRU EIGHT 

0LA487TMW SIGONELLA IT//CC//PM// 

NAS SIGONELLA IT 
NAVSUPPO LA MAGDALENA IT 
CTF SIX SEVEN 
■ ' NAVSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
USNMR SHAPE BE 

CDRSEB VICENZA IT//SAPA-SEB-XO // 

USASETAF VICENZA IT//AESE-GBI-CIT//5TH SUPCOM// 
16AF TORREJON AB SP//PA// 


USMISSION GENEVA . 

JCS WASHDC 
USDEl NET GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IT 
AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMCONSUL PALERMO 


CINCSOUTH NAPLES IT 


487TMW COMISO IT/PA 
COMSIXTHFLT 
PERSUPPACT NAPLES IT 
AFSOUTH NAPLES IT 


; UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 ROME 25720 

■PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE” 
USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FV, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA. EU. 
P/R0MERSTE1N 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 
: STATE FOR EUR/VE. EUR/RPM. INR, PA 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
. VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 
NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 
TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 
MEDIA REACTION REPORT -• NOVEMBER 15. 1988 


CHANGE” (IL MESSAGGERO) ,• ' V: . . 'Vv ■' , 

- 'BUSH STATEMENTS SLOW DOWN MARKET DECLINE” (LEAD ') 

STORY. IL SOLE-24 ORE) / . : y ;■ . ■ - ; , 

- COMMENTS: ' . ' : V' v) ' 

- LEADING ECONOMIC DAILY IL SOLE-24 ORE LEADS WITH : 

REPORT BY NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT MARIO PLATERO:' “FROM 
HIS VACATION SITE IN FLORIDA... GEORGE BUSH HAS 
REASSURED INTERNATIONAL MARKETS. PROMISING A STABLE 
DOLLAR AND COMMITTING HIMSELF TO DEALING WITH AND 
RESOLVING PENDING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS FOLLOWING LAST 
WEEK’S TURBULENCE. HIS WORDS. AS WELL AS THE 
COORDINATED INTERVENTION BY CENTRAL BANKS. RESULTED IN . 

A SLIGHT RECOVERY OF THE U.S. CURRENCY AND SLEWED ITS 
DOWNWARD TREND ON WALL STREET AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL MARKETS . : . . 

- ’BUSH ADMINISTRATIM WILL BE MADE OF 
•PROFESSIONALS” - CENTRIST LA STAMPA LEADS WITH AN 
ANALYSIS BY ALDO RIZZO DATELINED WASHINGTON. RIZZO 
SPECULATES ON "THE KIND OF ADMINISTRATION WHICH WILL ' 

GOVERN AMERICA AFTER JANUARY 20,’ WRITING THAT *0N A 
GENERAL LEVEL. IT WILL BE A PRAGMATIC GOVERNMENT... 

WE CAN ADD THAT IT WILL BE A GOVERNMENT OF 

UNCLAS SECTION 02 OF 05 ROME 25720 

•PERISHABLE INFORMATION - 00 NOT SERVICE* 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW, P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 

P/RCMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE, EUR/RPM) INR, PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A ' - 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 


A. LEAD STORIES: THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE PALESTINE PROFESSIONALS. IN THE BEST SENSE OF THE WORD. THAT 

NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING IN ALGIERS; LIBYAN LEADER IS. NO IDEOLOGICAL VISIONS NOR EXCESSIVELY BINDING 

QAOHAFI’S REMARKS ON THE 1980 USTICA AIRPLANE PHILOSOPHIES ABOUT AMERICA AND THE WORLD. BUT 

ACCIDENT; ALEXANDER DUBCEK’S SPEECH AT BOLOGNA PRACTICAL ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE. POSSIBLY ONE AT A TIME. 

UNIVERSITY; PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH ANO THE U.S. ECONOMY. THE MANY REAL PROBLEMS IN THEIR REAL ASPECTS ’ ■ 




- TODAY’S REPORT WILL FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

1. PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S. ECONOMY 

- 2. PNC MEETING IN ALGIERS 

- 3. QADHAfI OH USTICA AIRPLANE DISASTER 

- B. TREATMENT 

- : 1. PRESIDENT-ELECT BUSH/U.S . ECONOMY 

- HEADLINES: 

- "BUSH REASSURES MARKETS: ’REAGAN LINE WILL NOT 

' 52' 

ACTION J5£3J (U.P.6,7) 

INFO CJCS(5) DJS: ( 1 ) SJS(l) J3(4) NIDS(l) J7(6) 

• OUAL CONTROL(l) USDA:STNF(1) AS0:PA(1) USDP:ISA(1) 
USDP:PDISP(1) USDP:DASDEUR(2) USDP:DSAA(4) 

USDP:P&RES(1) USDP:NA(1) USDP:TCS(1) US0P:SD&S(1) 

USDP:£SN( 1) USDP.LRP(l) USDP:VP(1) USDP:0UTREAC(1) 

USDP:TNF( 1) USDP:DTSA(1) USDP:NP(1) USDP:EUR POL(l) 

. USDP : REG POL(l) USDP:NAT0P0L(1) 01-5(1) NMIC(l) 

0I-5B(1) NWS(l) DB-lB(l) DIA(l) 

+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
+USEUCOM AIDES VAIHINGEN GE 
, +NATS PTGON WASH DC 
, +CMC CC WASHINGTON DC , 

‘SAFE 


- RIZZO CONTINUES: ’BUSH IS A A MODERATE 
CONSERVATIVE WHO WILL CONTINUE SOMEWHAT IN REAGAN’S . 
FOOTSTEPS. IN HIS CONCRETE APPROACH. HOWEVER, BUSH : 

WILL BE A DIFFERENT PRESIDENT THAN HIS PREDECESSOR AND 
MENTOR. WHILE REAGAN NEVER SUCCEEDED IN ESTABLISHING 
A DIALOGUE WITH CONGRESS. EVEN WHEN HE NEEDED IT. AND 
LIMITED HIMSELF TO BLANDISHING IT WITH CHARISMA, BUSH. 

AIDED BY BAKER. WILL DO THE IMPOSSIBLE TO SUCCEED IN 
THIS ENDEAVOR. HE HAS NO CHOICE. OF COURSE. BUT HE 
WILL TRY TO CONVINCE A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS THAT HE 
WANTS A REAL DIALOGUE. WITH CONCESSIONS BY BOTH 

SIDES CONGRESS SEEMS WILLING TO GRANT THE NEW 

PRESIDENT THE FAMOUS ’HONEYMOON’ {FROM THREE TO SIX 
MONTHS). DURING THAT TIME. HOWEVER, BUSH WILL HAVE TO 
PROVIDE SOME CONCRETE EVIDENCE, OR AT LEAST LAUNCH 
ENCOURAGING SIGNALS. IN ORDER TO DO SO, HE WILL HAVE 
TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE REPUBLICAN RIGHT, PERHAPS 
MORE SO THAN HE HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED. THUS HE WILL ) 

BE CAUGHT BETWEEN TWO FIRES, WHICH IS PERHAPS THE MAIN. 
PROBLEM FOR THE PROFESSIONAL WHO HAS REACHED THE WHITE 
HOUSE.' . 

- 2. PNC MEETING IN ALGIERS 

- ALL ITALIAN MEDIA LEAD WITH REPORTS EMPHASIZING 
THE PNC ’ S DECLARATION OF All INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN. 

STATE IN THE ISRAELI-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND ITS V 
ENDORSEMENT OF UN RESOLUTION 242. WHICH IMPLICITLY ■ 
RECOGNIZES ISRAEL ’ S RIGHL TO EXIST . WITHIN SECURE : ■ ' - - - 
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BORDERS. 7 

- HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES. LEAD STORIES): 

- "PALESTINE. AN HISTORICAL NIGHT. INDEPENDENT 
STATE IS oukN" (CORRIERE OCLLA SERA', 

- "ARAFAT STATE IS BORN" (LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA 
. REPUBBLICA) 

- "ARAFAT ACCEPTS ISRAEL" (LA STAMPA) 

- "STATE WITHOUT TERRITORY IS BORN" (IL GIORNALE) 

UNCLAS SECTION 03 OF 05 ROME 25720 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- 00 NOT SERVICE" 

USINFO FOR P/PRC. P/FN, P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA. EU. 
P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR, PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

- "PALESTINIAN STATE IS BORN. EVEN REAGAN IS 
OPTIMISTIC" (COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA’) 

- "DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE" (RADICAL LEFT IL 
MANIFESTO) 

- COMMENTS: 

- REPORT FROM ALGIERS IN LEFTIST, INDEPENDENT LA 

REPUBBLICA: "THE PALESTINIAN STATE IS RORN THE PLO 
AND HIS PARLIAMENT SOLEMNLY DECLARED INDEPENDENCE AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXISTENCE OF ISRAEL. THE JEWISH STATE 
REMAINS AN ENEMY. BUT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FORTY 
YEARS IT NO LONGER IS A NATION TO BE ELIMINATED..... 
THIS IS AN HISTORICAL TURNING POINT " 

- LEADING CENTRIST CORRIERE DELLA SERA (LEAD 
STORY): "AN IMPORTANT PAGE OF HISTORY HAS BEEN 
WRITTEN IN ALGIERS LAST NIGHT. OUR CHILDREN WILL READ 
ABOUT IT IN HISTORY BOOKS. AN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 

STATE IS BORN ARAFAT WON BIG: THERE WAS NO 

UNANIMITY BUT THE MAJORITY WAS STRONGER THAN ONE WOULD 
THINK. THERE WAS A UNANIMOUS AGREEMENT ON THE 
DECLARATION OF AN INDEPENDENT STATE. THERE WAS FULL 
AGREEMENT ON ALMOST ALL POINTS OF THE POLITICAL 
DOCUMENT. EXCEPT FOR THE PARAGRAPH... REGARDING THE 
RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL. FOR THE FIRST TIME THE 
PALESTINIANS HAVE ACCEPTED THE IDEA OF COEXISTENCE, IN 
THEIR OWN STATE -- WHICH FOR NOW IS A GHOST LAND -- 

WITH THE JEWISH STATE " REPORT CONCLUDES: "THE 

OBJECTIVE OF ARAFAT AND HIS FELLOW LEADERS IS NOW VERY 
CLEAR. THE PLO MODERATE MESSAGE IS AIMED TO FOREIGN 
AUDIENCES MORE THAN TO ISRAEL: TO THE UNITED STATES, 

' THE SOVIET UNION. EUROPE. IT IS A MESSAGE OF HOPE. 

BUT NOW THE DIFFICULT PART BEGINS....." 

3. QADHAF I ON USTICA AIRPLANE DISASTER 

- THE ALLEGATION MADE YESTERDAY BY LIBYAN LEADER 
QADHAF I THAT THE 1980 USTICA DC-9 DISASTER WAS CAUSEO 
BY A "U.S. MISSILE’ RECEIVES TOP ATTENTION IN REPORTS 
ON QADHAFI'S MEETING IN TRIPOLI WITH THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SICILIAN REGION. RINO NICOLOSI. NICOLOSI WAS 
LEADING AN ITALIAN DELEGATION TO OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF 
11 ITALIAN FISHERMEN PREVIOUSLY SEIZED BY THE LYBIANS 
AND CONDEMNED TO HARD LABOR. 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 05 ROME 25720 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE’ 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN. VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 


P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY ' 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM. INR. PA 

GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 

VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS ' . V 7 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO ' 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE ( 

E.O. 12356: N/A 

SUBJECT: USIS ROME MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

- HEADLINES (FRONT PAGES): 

- "DC-9 : QADHAF I ACCUSES AMERICA" (CORRIERE DELLA 
SERA) 

- "’IT WAS A U.S. MISSILE,' SAYS QADHAF I" (LEFTIST. 

INDEPENDENT LA REPUBBLICA) 

- "QADHAF I ANNOUNCES HIS OWN TRUTH: 'IT WAS A U.S. 

MISSILE'* (IL MESSAGGERO) 

- "QADHAF 1 ACCUSES: U.S. MISSILE CAUSED THE USTICA 

DISASTER" (COMMUNIST PARTY ORGAN L'UNITA') : ; 

- COMMENTS: ; V-;- 

- CENTRIST LA STAMPA, IN AN ARTICLE DATELINED ROME, V V 
SAYS THAT "ACCORDING TO RUMORS CIRCULATING AMONG THE 
ITALIAN DELEGATION ON A MISSION TO TRIPOLI, COLONEL 
QADHAF I SAID HE HAS GOT THE EVIDENCE OF THE AMERICAN 
INVOLVEMENT (IN THE USTICA AIRPLANE 

DISASTER)... QADHAFI, THROUGH RINO NICOLOSI (THE - 
PRESIDENT OF THE SICILIAN REGION). OFFERED TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE ITALIANS IN THE INVESTIGATIONS.*' 

- ROME CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO: "QADHAFI'S GOAL WAS 

MAINLY TO DENY ANY RESPONSIBILITIES BY LIBYA IN THE 
1980 DC-9 DISASTER... HE SAID HE IS READY TO SUPPLY 
THE EVIDENCE THAT TRIPOLI WAS HOT INVOLVED, BUT HE DID 
NOT PRESENT THAT EVIDENCE " .. 

- LEADING CONSERVATIVE IL GIORNALE. CARRIES A REPORT 
DATELINED ROME HEADLINED "U.S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER MAY 
KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT USTICA." REPORT BY. MARCO VENTURA 
LEADS: "IS THE TRUTH ABOUT USTICA RECORDED ON A U.S. 

TAPE? MAYBE -A SIXTH FLEET RADAR RECORDED THE MANEUVER 
OF THE FIGHTER PLANE WHICH SHOT DOWN THE DC-9 IN JUNE 
1980... PERHAPS THE 'SARATOGA' AIRCRAFf CARRIER, IN 
THE NAPLES AREA, IS THE ONE WHICH SAW AND RECORDED THE 
ACCIDENT... USING ITS RADAR SYSTEM IS ALL IT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN... AND ALL ITALIAN OFFICIALS WOULD HAVE 
HAD TO DO TO FIND THE TRUTH WAS ASK... BUT THE 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT NEVER DREAMED OF DOING IT. THIS IS 
THE THESIS OF THE U.S. MILITARY COMMAND IN EUROPE, 

HEADQUARTERED IN LONDON. AT THE CONCLUSION OF A 
TORTUOUS MERRY-GO-ROUND OF TELEPHONE CALLS BETWEEN 
NAPLES. BAGNOLI, ROME AND LONDON, HERE'S THE AMERICAN 

UNCLAS SECTION 05 OF 05 ROME' 25720 

"PERISHABLE INFORMATION - DO NOT SERVICE" • 

USINFO FOR P/PRC, P/FW. P/FN, VOA NEWS/CA, EU. 

P/ROMERSTEIN 

JCS FOR J-5 MAJ. LAGASSEY ' - 

STATE FOR EUR/WE. EUR/RPM, INR. PA 
GENEVA PLEASE PASS TO NST-TERRY SHROEDER 
VIENNA FOR USDEL-CSCE WILLIAMS 

NAVSUPPACT FOR PAO v ' 

TORREJON FOR PA MAJ. GILLETTE V 
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SUBJECT: USIS ROME. MEDIA REACTION REPORT 

VERSION: AT THE TIME OF THE DISASTER, NO U.S. PLANE 

OR SHIP WERE OPERATING IN THE TYRRHENIAN SEA......* ’ • ;” ■ 

C. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST ' - V C;’ 
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• U.S. -USSR RELATIONS: RAOIO NEWSCASTS THIS MORNING 
AND A COUPLE OF LEADING NEWSPAPERS ANNOUNCE THAT - 

SOVIET LEAOER GORBACHEV WILL GO TO NEW YORK EARLY 
DECEMBER FOR THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING AND THAT 
HE WILL USE THE OCCASION FOR A FINAL "SUMMIT” WITH 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN ANi) A MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT-ELECT GEORGE BUSH. LEFTIST. INDEPENDENT LA 
REPUBBLICA CITES "U.S. OFFICIAL SOURCES," WHILE ROME 
CENTRIST IL MESSAGGERO SAYS "THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS 
SURPRISE SUMMIT WAS GIVEN LAST NIGHT BY CBS NEWS, 

WHICH CITED WHITE HOUSE AND STATE DEPARTMENT 
SOURCES." LEWINSOHN BT 
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MEMORANDUM FOR OSD (PA) ( LCDR SUNDIN) 

SUBJECT: Assistance to the Italian Embassy on the Ustica 

Investigation 


On 27 December 1988 , the Italian Ambassador, Rinaldo 
Petr ignani , presented Mr. Taft with an aide memoire requesting 
specific informationn pertaining to the June 1980 downing of 
an Italian civilian airliner (TAB A). 

The Vice Director, Joint Staff provided the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense with information on 10 January 1989 (TAB B) , which 
was used to provide a response to the ambassador (TAB C). 

Since that time, further allegations of US responsibility 
have been made by the Italian press (TAB D). Partially due to 
these new allegations. Prime Minister De Mita has granted a two 
month extension to the government commission investigating the 
crash.. ■ . . . f ' 

On 1 March 1989, the Italian Embassy here in Washington 
gontacte^m^ountry Director for Italy, Mr. Lazarus, and asked, 

if DoD could offer another statement to help 
put the new allegations to rest. Although not wanting to get 
into a reactive mode with the Italian press, the Embassy repre- 
sentatives stated that if we could develop a statement centering 
around the allegations they could give it to the investigating 
committee and put the matter to rest (hopefully! ) once and for all. 

I would like to request your help in getting a release drafted , . 

and released. Based on comments made by the Embassy 
representatives and the article itself, I believe a release along 
the lines of the following (assuming that it is factual) would 
be beneficial: 

"On January 24, 1989, the Deputy Secretary of Defense- 
informed the Italian authorities that the United States did not 
have ships or aircraft operating in the Tyrrhenian Sea at the time 
of the DC- 9 crash on June 27, 1980. 

Since the time of the communique the Italian publication 
"L'Espresso" has reported further allegations of US responsibility. 
Although we do not make a practice of responding to press articles 
per se, we believe that the US-Italian military-to-military relat- 
ionship is too important to jeopardize by any misunderstanding. ; 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
Lz :5 :31 



- 2 - 


It has been alleged that on June 28, 1980 the Sixth 
Fleet was in the highest state of alert, because Air Force One, 
carrying then-Prasident Career, was flying in the Mediterranean 
Region. In fact, the Sixth Fleet was not on an alert status and 
President Carter was not flying in the Mediterranean Region. 

Since no AWACS aircraft "picked up" any fighters supposedly 
violating Italian airspace, obviously no communications were 
passed to the Italian Air Force Southern Air Region Operations 
Center at Martinafranca . No F-14's were launched from the Carrier 
Saratoga on June 28 as it was at anchor (in port?) at Naples and 
thus the reported encounter between F-14s and Libyan MIG-23 's 
obviously did not take place. We note that the prosecuting 
attorney of Crotone, in Calabria has concluded positively that 
there is no connection between the Ustica disaster and the crash 
of a Libyan MIG in the mountains of Calabria. 

We are hopeful that the factual information contained in 
this release is helpful to the Italian authorities charged with 
investigating the Ustica air crash tragedy." 
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.. s politically palatable to set 
«•!? mat kinorute iFOTe region " 

Dunn said although he has doc been briefed by Navy 
investigator) on the Starit tragedy, he believes the Iraqi pilot 
was trigger-happy but unaware he was firing on a U S ship. 

"Especially at night, but anytime you're beyond the visu- 
al range and you look at a radar scope, at least with the kind of 
radar I understand the Mirage to have, it is difficult to tell 
whether you have a destroyer, or a tanker or any other kind of 
ship," Mid the 36-year Navy veteran. 


U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 
15 JUNE 87 (.9) Pg. 14 

Watergate figures did it. Now some 
players in the Iran-Contra scandal are 
taking their newfound name recogni- 
tion and hitting the lecture circuit. The 
most active so far: Richard Secord, 
who helped run the clandestine Contra 
resupply operation. An obscure ex-gen- 
eral only a few months ago, Secord — 
who bemoaned his financial problems 
during testimony on nationwide televi- 
sion — has signed up with the Harry* 

Walker agency. He will charge $15,000 
a speech and already has a dozen lined 
up. Another figure in the controversy, 
Michael Ledeen, the White House con- 


. j r > > 

. , jr * — 

. ^ with 14 up- 

* 'J W* we could have done 
^ ^ fk *1 caused by that accident," 

^ .. .ufcci would never say it was a Wessint at least 
f JVlitUe bit of positive to come out of it" 

Dunn Mid his priorities are to urge Congress to approve 
manpower increases needed to fill the aviation communities 

as the fleet grows in size; to appropriate money for replace- * 

ment aircraft carriers and to accept the Navy's aircraft acqui- 
sition program. In the meantime, he wants to become a 
"strong and vocal advocate for naval aviation. 

M I find that people both in and outside the Navy really 

don't appreciate what naval aviation is and what it s for." 

While naval aviation is not an end unto itself. Dunn Mid, 

"If ’you set aside for a moment the fleet of ballistic mt&sJe 
submarines, die rest of the Navy is built around naval avia- 
tion ... Aviation can do those things that seapower can do 
only do them better ... I'd like to spread that gospel. " 


WASHINGTON POST 

7 JUNE 1987 (9) Pg! 

■ French salvagers have found 
the cockpit recorder of an Ital- 
ian jetliner that mysteriously 
exploded and crashed into the 
Tyrrhenian Sea in 1980, killing 
all 81 people aboard, the Italian 
news agency ANSA reported 
Friday, 
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sultant who acted as a middleman on 
the hostage negotiations, gets up to 
$10,000 a speech and lecture-agency 
sources say requests for his time picked 
up significantly after he hit the newspa- 
per headlines. 
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Warsaw Pact s WesteflPalfl*J. 
more combat missions because they can 
refuel, rearm and be repaired faster. They 
also operate under worse weather condi- 
tions. allowing them to provide the air su- 
periority that would be essential for de- 
feating the Warsaw Pact on the ground. 

NATO has some genuine disadvan- 
tages as well. Allied aircraft could be shot 
down in droves by their own side because 
NATO has yet to deploy a reliable means of 
enabling its air defense forces to identify 
friendly planes. On the ground. NATO de- 
fenses could be crippled by shortages of 
ammunition, reinforcement problems 
and rear area attack by Soviet special 
forces And the Soviets' new “reactive" 
armor, which can detonate an incoming 
antitank missile prematurely, could make 
many NATO antitank weapons obsolete. 
But perhaps a greater shortcoming, say 
some defense experts, is the Western mili- 
tary's tendency to promote the appear- 
ance of irremediable NATO inferiority. 
That perception can send dangerous sig- 
nals to the East while undermining the 
West’s will to defend itself. “INF reduc- 
tions need not reduce our security, but 
doomsday talk about it could." warns a 
top alliance analyst. With Europe's nucle- 
ar missiles due for a drastic cutback. 
NATO defense planners will have to move 
from counting their beans to watching 
their words. —ByOwitt o ph r te+nm. 
toporUd by Bruc » van Voor*t/W*%i*ngton. 
wtthodmrbmmn 
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.NATO fighters as they intruded 
into Italian airspace. There hw i 
teen do suggestion of any u-». 1 

planes bring involved. • 

The truth remains shrouded m 
ftaMn government secrecy, critical 1 
Bussing radar recordings of the 
- DC9’s final minutes in the air, sa 
'rears of government reluctance to 
^recover the wreckage for top**- 
.tkm and the mystery of a Libyan 
•MiG21 and its dead pilot found on a 
‘mountainside in nearby Calabria 
. three weeks after the DC9 crash. 

.• What has brought the Issue back 
* to public attention was the insis- 
tence of seven respected Italian 
fatri frctuah from almost every ma- 
jor political party who petitioned 
( President Coosiga, whose office tra- 
I j fitionally is above politics, to mter- 
>cede with the government to re- 
'' solve the mystery. 

Coasiga, a Christian Democrat 
\ttho was prime minister at the time 
\flf the crash, acceded to the demand 
>of the seven “wise men,* as the pe- 
•'titiooers quickly became known. 

!*^nd asked the government of Prune 

t* -Minister Bettino Craxi to reopen 
K'the mqmry. Cnxi’a initial response 
-was release of the Cabinet re- 
[-W that reinforced the suspicion 
‘/Salt toe airliner was shot down by a . 

IV garty this mouth Craxi’s govern- 
: !*anent Informed parliament that it 
-‘ .planned to go further, first seeking 
.-1-toe aid of a U.S. Navy research aub- 
K* marine k» photographing the plane’s 
I. lwreei®8*» ' *bich still lies under 
| .'.about 10,500 feet of water. Then, if 
/.-the photograph* prove interesting, 
i .*.;toe f^ameat told parliament, it 
{.-/ .was ptcpwedto spend $3 nfillton to 
•* on •» a French salvage 
(./-CBCBp^toafee the wreckage. .. 


"But in a new letter to the govern- f 
ment earlier this month, the seven t 
-Vise men* arid there were still « 
mysteries to be resolved above t wa- < 

ter, within the government itself. \ 

Chief among the questions the 
critics want answered is why the i 
I talian air defense radar station at ( 
Lic ol a, near Marsala, foiled to < 
record toe flight information of the 
four minutes before the DC9 ex- T 
ploded and the four minutes imme- 
diately afterward. ' 

The official explanation given to 
the initial government inquiry was 
that the radar station was involved 
in unspecified exercises and that it 
unfortunately erased the key eight 
minutes on the routine radar track- 
ing tape of the flight. Investigators 
were stymied by. Italian military 
secrecy laws when they sought to 
clarify this mystery. 

The issue is important because 
the DC9’s flight was also monitored 
on normal air traffic radar at 
Rome’s Ciampino Airport, where 
controllers saw the DC9 disappear 
from their screens. When Ciampino 
called Licola to give the alert it was 

told that Licola already knew about 
:the accident and had sent air rescue 
Squads to the site. 

Tte critics of toe previous inves- 
f tigatkm want to know how peraon- 
! oel at tbe Air Force radar station at 
Licoia could claim not to have fol- 
stowed the Itavia flight if they knew 
of the rircraft’s disappearance 
t when Ciampino telephoned them. 

A further question that the “wise 
» men" want answered is whether 
r NATO exercises were under way at 
f the time in the area. The Licola 
station’s explanation for the erasure 
t of the flight’s key eight minutes 
o implied that some kind of maneu- 
e vers were under way at the time, 
tat toe Italian government has re- 


peatedly denied that midi maneu- I 
•tara were taking place. . . * 

-l No one, however, denies that the j 
Trench aircraft carrier Ctemenceau I 
--was in the vicinity, although French I 
officials have dented that its planes I 
v mi ght have Shot down the DC9 by 
-' accident. There have been allega- I 
■ lions that the French carrier had 
Super Etendard fighter-bombers in I 
toe air on firing exercises against a | 
drone target that might have 
crossed the path of the DC9, which I 
was two hours behind schedule. I 
The other still lingering mystery | 

about that June day in 1980 has to I 
do with the possibility that a flight I 
of Libyan jets might have been in I 
the area. • . I 

This theory hinges on the discov- j 
ery July 18, less than three weeks I 
after the DC9 crash, of the wreek- 
> age of a Libyan MiG21 and the body 
i of its pilot on Mount Sila in nearby I 
I Calabria, east of Sicily. • t 
t An initial autopsy indicated the 

t pitot had been burned to death in the 1 
. crash and had died weeks before the 
s wreckage was discovered. But a mil- I 

y Itary investigation, overruling the I 

o initial report, concluded that the pitot 
had died of a heart attack on the day 
e his plane was found. " ■ ■ , 

d The pilot’s body was Immediately 

it shipped to Libya and the wreckage 

-e of the plane was impounded by the I 
ir Italian militory, which said that it 
to had crashed after it ran out of fuel, 
as Last month’s Cabinet report, I 
ut however, sought to still all allega- I 

it lions that the crashed MiG might 
have been part of a Libyan ^flight 
s- that was intercepted by NATO 
n- planes on June 27, perhaps firing a 
at heat-seeking missile that aedden- 

ol- tally struck the DC9. 

•w The Cabinet report said, without 
ice giving details, that “there tre eye- 
witnesses who saw the MiG crash j 
fee Ion Mount Sila) July 18." But the 
ter Cabinet report also confirmed evi- 
- at dence from a 1983 analysis of the 
ola Ciampino air control tapes that an 
are unidentified object, most probably 
tes either a supersonic fighter or a 
eu- drone; had crossed the path of toe 
i»e, Itavia DC9 shortly before it exptod- 

re- ed. ~ 
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[Burmese Revolt Seen as Spontaneous 
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P By ROBERT PEAR 

*C**«Bl *• T>» Vam 1 mm 

- WASHINGTON. Sept. 9 - Experts on 
Burma portray the upheaval there as a 
spontaneous revolution by people crav- 
ing democracy, and they say the only 
mystery ts why it took the Burmese so 
long to rise up against an oppressive, 
authoritarian Government. 

Prof. Josef SiJverstcin at Rutgers 
University, one of the few Burma 
scholars m the United States, said: 
“This is one of the few examples of a 
pure popular revolution that we arc 
seeing anywhere in the world. There 
are no leaders, there is no organization I 
and there is no international movement j 
outside the country pushing the people 
one way or the other.” 

“What surprised me is that the Bur- 
mese Government, has held on for so 
long, that this upheaval did not come at 
an earlier point.” said Mr. Silverstcm. 
a political scientist. 

U.S. Evacuates Dependents 
American experts assessed the 
situation there as the United States to- 
day evacuated 46 relatives of Amer- 
ican Embassy employees in the midst 
of growing instability.,Thcy flew from 
Rangoon, the capita), to Bangkok. Thai- 
land, on a commercial airliner. State 
Department officials said that another 
group of about the same size would 
[ leave Burma on Saturday. Before the 1 
| evacuation, there were about 150 I 
American embassy personnel and de- 1 
pendents in Burma. i 

Charles E. Redman, ihe State De- 
partment spokesman, said, “I’m not * 
sure that there arc any ministries func- * 
tioning these days’* in Rangoon. Never- * 
thclcss, he said, the American Em* F 
bassy will continue to operate so it can c 
send information to Washington. f 

Demonstrators in cities and towns r 
across Burma, including many stu* r 
dents, are demanding the immediate v 
resignation of the president, U Maung s 
i Maung. and the establishment of an in- " 
l lerim government to pave the way for 
. multiparty democracy. Mr. Maung & 
i Maung is the leader of the country’s P 
only political party, the Burma Social- *« 
ist Program Party, which seized power I* 
in a military coup and has ruled for 26. Io 
years. rr 

John H. Badgley, curator of the w 
Southeast Asia collection at the Cornell 
University library, said Mr. Maung « 
Maung would he lucky to retain power sh 
for another week. he 

“The Government is basically de- m 
funct.*’ Mr. Badgley said. “There is a 
genuine collapse of government as we = 
know it.“ in Mandalay, he said, a com* 
mince of students and monks under 30 
years old is maintaining order and per- 
forming other functions of govern- 
ment. 

Many people, including employees of 
Burmese embassies in Singapore. 
Japan and other countries, have re- 
signed . from the Socialist Program 
Party, information reaching the State 
Department here indicates that scores 
of Burmese Government employees 
and at least several hundred members 
of the Burmese armed forces joined 
anti-.Governmcnt demonstrations in 
Rangoon this week. 

Mr Badgley visited. Burma last 
December and again in January and 
February of this year. "I got a sense of 
a very short fuse on a stick of dyna 
mile, and, I was surprised thai it had 


American 
experts say the 
upheaval seems 
long overdue. 


I; exploded long ago," Mr. Badgley 
a said in an interview, 
c U No Win. who ruled Burma from 
c 1962 until his resignation in July of this 
n year, led the country into isolation and 
,t economic ruin by following what he de- 
e scribed as "the Burmese road to so- 
cialism " Mr. Badgley said this was 
*• ‘ an autarkic ideology patterned after 

0 the economic systems of Czechoslova- 
t kia. Hungary and Poland.” 

i. Stalin’s ‘Ideological Framework* 

It became clear as early as 1963 that 

Mr Nc Win did not want to bring 
? Burma into the mainstream of the in- 
. tcrnational economy through trade and 
. development projects with other coun- 

1 tries. Mr. Badgley said. For the last 
, quarter-century, he said. “Burma's 
• leaders have been anti-Communist, but 
► they viewed the economy with the ideo- 
logical framework of Stalin.” 

I American experts on Burma said 
they believed some type of provisional 
government would soon emerge prob- 
ably with political and financial back- 
ing from Japan. 

’’Key Japanese officials want to sta- 
bilize the situation in Burma, hope 
Burma will open its markets to foreign 
investment and have indicated a 
preference that U Tin Oo should 
emerge as the leader of Burma.” Mr. 
Badgley said. “In foreign policy, this 
may be the most aggressive political 
maneuver Japan has engaged in since 

World War II.” Mr. Tin Oo was chief of , 

staff of-thc Burmese Army when he 
was removed by Mr. Nc Win in 1976. 

Several Burmese opposition leaders 
said today that they had established a i 
provisional government under the 
leadership of U Nu, who was ousted in ■ 
the military coup 26 years ago, but dip- , 
lomats in Rangoon said it was not im- t 
mediately clear whether the maneuver 1 
would succeed. . 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan f 
said today that President Reagan , 
should take immediate action to with- 
hold American aid from the Govern- a 
ment of Mr. Maung Maung. 

At such time as a democratic gov- It 


ernment is established, we should re- 
lease the monies and offer Increased 
support as well,” said Mr. Moynihan, a 
New York Democrat. 

The United States gave Burma al- 
most $14.3 million in aid last year: $7 
million for economic development. $7 
/ or programs and 

$260,000 for military training. 

Moynihan Urges Aid Cutoff 

Mr Moynihan said Ihe United States 
should not provide any more money to 
the Burmese Army because It had 
murdered peaceful demonstrators." 
He also said the Burmese armed forces 
use our assistance" to spray carcino- 
genic herbicides on members of ethnic 
minority groups in opium-growing 
arcasof northern Burma. 

Diplomats at the Burmese Embassy 
here did not return telephone calls ask- 
ing for comment on Mr. Moynihan’s 
charges. 

Discontent has been spreading in 
Burma for years. But Mr. Silverstein 
said the situation became intolerable 
for the Burmese people last Septem- 
ber, when the Government took cur- 
rency measures that had the effect of 
reducing the value of assets that many 
people held in cash by 70 to 80 percent. 

The Government said the step was 
designed to curb narcotics traffic and 
the black market in Burma. But it set 
off protests by students, who have been 
in the forefront of political activity 
since they fought for Burma’s inde- 
pendence from Britain in the late 
1940’s. 


Experts Said to Find Missile 
Downed Italian Jet in 1980 


ROME, Sept. 9 (Reuters) — Experts 
examining the wreckage of an Italian 
jet that crashed into the sea in 1980. 
killing all 81 people on board, have con- 
cluded it was probably hit by a missile, 
Italian news reports said today. 

The DC-9 of the now defunct domes- 
tic company Itavia crashed into ihe sea 
near Sicily on June 27. 1980 after an ex- 
plosion; 

The most common hypothesis, sup- 
ported by several officials and experts 
is that an American fighter plane from 
the Mediterranean-based Sixth Fleet 
or an Italian jet scrambled to intercept 
a Libyan MIG-23 in the area and acci- 
dentally shot down the DC-9 after 

launchmg a heat-seeking missile. 
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DOE cites need for linear accelerators 


THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

The Department of Energy 
•hould pursue the possibility of 
building a linear accelerator to pro- 
duce tritium for nuclear vveaj. ons as 
a prudent backup to present plans to 
build new production reactors, a 
DOE report said yesterday. 

Scientists at the Los Alamos, 
N.M., and Brookhaven, N. Y., national 
laboratories said they found the de- 
partment's decision to build new re- 
actors at the Savannah River com- 
plex in South Carolina and at the 
Idaho National Engineering Lab- 
oratory in Idaho Falls the “lowest 
technical risk approach to supplying 
the critical need for tritium. 

“However, we believe it is prudent 
that DOE pursue other technologies 
for tritium production to provide po- 
tential alternatives as a contingency 
for the future," the report said. “One 
concept that appears to be particu- 


larly promising is the accelerator 
production of tritium.** 

The report said an accelerator 
could be completed within eight to 
nine years on an “aggressive" sched- 
ule, compared with a minimum of 10 
years to finish a new production re- 
actor. 

The cost of an accelerator would 
be comparable to a new reactor at 
S23 billion, including $600 million 
for contingencies. 

An accelerator could be built at 
any of the department's weapons 
production sites, but the report said 
the Hanford nuclear reservation in 
south-central Washington state “of- 
fers the potential advantage of low- 
cost available power and the grid ca- 
pacity to power an accelerator 
facility" * 

The accelerator would require 
roughly 770 megawatts of electric- 
ity to operate. 


An accelerator is essentially a 
long tunnel in which subatomic par- 
ticles are whipped at high speed un- 
til they crash into a target in this 
case lithium clad in aluminum. The 
resulting collision produces tritium 
— a critical element in nuclear 
weapons that increases the power of 
warheads, but decays rapidly. 

The current supply of tritium is 
threatened by the crumbling condi- 
tions at the Energy Department's ex- 
isting production reactors and weap- 
ons plants. 

While department officials have 
said that accelerator technology was 
too “immature” to be trusted, the sci- 
entists said their concept “builds on 
relatively mature, existing technol- 
ogies." 

The report said that in recent 
years there have been “major ad- 
vances" in accelerator technology, in 
part prompted by the SS00 million 


spent Uirbugh the Strategic Defense 
Initiative, or “star wars" program. 

“Our assessments indicate that 
neither scientific *proof-in-prih 
dple* demonstrations nor basic re- 
search programs are required be- 
fore proceeding." the report said. 

The report recommended a 
“development and demonstration” 
phase for an accelerator that would 
take three to four years and then a 
five-year construction program. 

An accelerator would be safer 
than a reactor because there would 
be an “absence of fissionable ma- 
terials. there are no criticality is- 
sues, minimal decay heat safety con- 
cerns, no nuclear licensing 
requirements and a much smaller 
amount of radioactive waste," the re- 
port said. 


In addition, it said the “extensive 
time" it would take to prepare a 
safety analysis, environmental im- 
pact statement and license a new re- 
actor “would be greatly reduced for 
the accelerator approach." 


EUROPEAN MEDIA 


ITALY/DKFENSE BUDGETS Italy's 
10-year $22 billion plan to 
modernize weapons will be cut 
by at least half with the re- 
maining funds going to the 
European Fighter Aircraft, 
observation and telecommunica- 
tion satellites, new genera- 
tion helicopters and anti- 
aircraft missile systems, said 
Valerio Zanone. A 17 March 


article in the Italian paper 
II Messaooero also quoted the 
defense minister as saying the 
funding cut signals a signifi- 
cant restructuring of military 
spending. II Messaoraero said 
Zanone declined to give more 
details on the spending cuts. 


WEU/NEW SECRETARY GENERAL t 
Former Dutch Def /Min Willem 
Van Eekelen will be appointed 
as the new Secretary General 
of the Western European Union 


(WEU) in April, succeeding 
Alfred Cahen of Belgium, re- 
ported Jane's Defence Weekly . 
An 18 March magazine article 
said that Van Eekelen will be 
officially confirmed after a 
meeting of WEU defense minis- 
ters in London on 3 and 4 
April. 

(Summarized from transcripts 
and translations provided b> 
SHAPE Public Information Of- 
fice. Source material avail- 
able from CNARS, 4C881) 
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Shell Army Pact 
On Cleanup Is Put 
In Doubt by Ruling 


By ktet Docxsm 

Sl^ Rtptmr •/ Tn W aix Stuvt Jovbiuu. 

A littiwwticed ruling by a federal Judge 
Is Colorado has crested doubts about 
whether a proposed settlement of a waste- 
cfeamip dispute between Shell Oil Co. tad 
the U.S. Army will get court approval. 

If the agreement is not approved. Shell, 
a unit of Royal Dutch/Shell Group, may 
have to cay even more than it was al- 
ready expected to spend-as much as $1 
billion. Shell's share of the cleanup costs at 
a former plant leased from the Army oo a 
site near Denver, 

U.S. District Judge Jim Canigas of 
Denver indicated in his ruling on Feb. 24 
that he believed government lawyers had a 
conflict of interest when they represe n ted 
both the Army and the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency in the matter. And he said 
the conflict so far had prevented him from 
approving the p ropcc e d settlement be- 
tween theArmy and Shell over who should 
pay the cleanup costs. 

The Judge's comments regarding the 


settlement came In a separate case in 
which the State of Colorado alleges that 
the Army cleanup of a hazardous waste 
disposal pond hasn't been sufficiently thor- 
ough and isn't moving quickly enough. The 
state seeks to impose its own environmen- 
tal regulations on the process. 

In his decision. Judge Carrigan denied 
the Army's request to dismiss that suit, 
ruling Colorado served as an independent 
check on the Army's efforts. He said the 
EPA couldn't perform that function be- 
cause the same Justice lawyers repre- 


sented 'both the Array and EPA The Judge 
aid the EPA's goal was to clean the site 
quickly and thoroughly, while It was in the 
Array's financial interest to spend as little 
mooey and effort as possible. 

In its motion for reconsideration, filed 
two weeks ago. Justice lawyers argued 
that they are not held to the same conflict- 
of-interest standard as private attorneys. 

David Anderson, lead counsel for the 
UJL, said no conflict existed and that both 
EPA and the Army were committed to 
cleaning up the arsenal A lawyer for Shell 
also said the company didn't believe there 
was a conflict 


Hr. Anderson said a week before Judg 
Carrigan 's ruling, the Army entered into 
private settlement agreement with She! 
The agreement which Mr. Anderson sa: 
contained the same provisions as the ea 
lier settlement would oot require Judg 
Garrigan's approval. - 
Shell made its first payment of S20 ml 
Uon last Friday under the terms of the pr 
vate agreement Mr. Anderson said. Bt 
the Colorado suit could prevent that agre 
mem from being the final wont 
**We*re not trying to circumvent Judg 
Carrigan or his authority with the privat 
agreement" said Mr. Anderson. 
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Italy orders air crash inquiry 


By John Wytoa in Rome. 

THE Italian air force has been 
ordered to set up an 
Inquiry, following presentation 
of the first authoritative report 
to confirm .years of speculation 
that a missile was responsible 
for the loss of the Itavia DCS 
which went into the sea north 
of Sicily in June I960. 

•The accident to the DC9 
was caused by a missile explo- 
sion near the front part of the 
airplane," was the conclusion 


of a . team of . experts who 
nearly five years ago were 
given the task, of explaining 
the disaster. 

Since few air disaster* have 
oeen Investigated to so little 
effect as the so-called Ustica 
tragedy, In which U lives were 
lost, an authoritative, conclu- 


the recording of the flight 
crews’ conversation supported 
the missile explanation, says 
the report The final word spo- 
ken In the cockpit before the 
external explosion was 
-guar...-; which suggests one 


*Tfuar...-; which suggests one 
of the crew was about to say 
“guard!" of “look" to his col- 


•ion may . help break through 
Urn wall of evasion, missing 


svlden oeand ^d ltlcal Irresolu- 
Both s cientific evidence and 


-guardi- or “took- to hi* cel- 
league.' Two. seconds later 
there was what, “seems to. have 
been on yminBfor * c>#£ci4§ t he 
aircraft". : r -;V: 
CRASH.. *Pg. 12 
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Committee muddies waters round air crash 


By John Wy loo in Rome 


"Ustica, it’s now an endless mystery," 
pronounced one Italian newspaper head* 
line yesterday, on the results of the latest 
committee of Inquiry into the loss of an 
Itavla DCS with 81 lives in sea north of 
Sicily in June 1980. 

The committee’s report, released by the 
prime minister's office, not only failed to 
back any explanation of why the aircraft 
crashed without warning, but it also cast 
doubt on the conclusions of other investi- 
gators that it had been hit by a missile. 

Set up by the government last Novem- 
ber when accusations were flying that an 
Italian or Nato military aircraft might 
have fired the missile, the committee 
exonerates virtually all previous suspects, 
including the Libyan air force. 

Political reaction was suitably caustic, 
with a cross-party demand that the Italian 
parliament now set up its own inquiry. 
Most attention has focused on the report’s 
conclusion that the possibility of a bomb 
explosion on hoard the aircraft should not 
be ruled out, despite the fact that techni- 


cal analysis has pointed to an explosion 
outside the DC9 as the cause of its loss. 

While ruling out equipment or struc- 
tural failure, the government-sponsored 
inquiry suggests that the missile theory Is 
weakened by the absence of any activity 
in the area by by either Italian or allied 


military forces. It also came across no 
evidence to support "insinuations" that 
radar evidence from stations at Marsala* 
and Licola had been doctored, while the 
fact that some relevant radar tapes have 
been destroyed, could be explained by thej 
normal "thinning" of archives. 


Y 


MEDIA. .. from Pg. 15 


Syria to be more flexible to- 
ward an Arab/Israeli political 
settlement . Al-Ittihad quoted 
recent Western press reports as 
saying Moscow is also planning 
to supply Syria with Soviet- 
made Sukhoi-24 assault-fighter 
planes . 


zov and Soviet Prime Minister 
Nikolai Ryzhkov, the Soviet 
News Agency TASS has reported. 
A May 23 dispatch quoted Serra 
as saying Spain maintains a 
defensive military policy based 
On the principle Of min imum 
sufficiency. TASS said that 
Serra 's visit to Moscow was the 
first ever by Spain's top mili- 
tary official. 


YAZOV/SERRA MEETING « Spanish 
Defense Minister Narcis Serra 
arrived in the Soviet Union 
Tuesday for a meeting with his 
Soviet counterpart Dmitriy Ya- 


( Summarized from translations 
provided by Poreign Broadcast 
Information Service. Complete 
texts available from CNARS , 
4C881) 
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Is Deflated 


Loss of Balloon Pats 
Hole in Radar Shield 


“dust devil" tornado that tore a hole 
of 15 or 20 feet in its surface. 

The helium-filled balloon, which 
normally floats 10.000 feet above 
Fort Hoachuca, Ariz., was damaged 
May 10. Its absence gives drug 
smuggling aircraft a virtually open 
invitation to fly across the south- 
west border from Mexico, accord- 
ing to federal officials. 


By Michael Isikoff 


A $19 million U.S. Customs Ser- 
vice radar balloon that is supposed 
to guard against drug smugglers 
along the Mexican border will be 
out of commission iof five or six 
weeks after being hit by a swirling 


*Tve get a big chunk of 150 miles 
along the border with absolutely no 
(radar) coverage anymore," said 
Gerald Young, director of the Cus- 
toms air branch in Tucson. “It def- 
initely hurts our effort to stop the 
flow of narcotics across the Arizona 
border." 


But some critics say the accident 
underscores the pitfalls of relying 
on the fragile balloons— called 


aerostats — to stop the onslaught of 
drugs. 

"This is just hysterical," said Jack 
Blum, former chief investigator for 
the Senate Foreign Relations sub- 
committee on narcotics. “It shows 
how completely vulnerable these 
ballons are to weather. It confirms 
their worthlessness." 

The Customs balloon program, 
code-named Project S0WRBALL 
for Southwest Radar Balloon, has 
been one of the more expensive and 
controversial of the federal govern- 
ment’s efforts to interdict drugs at 
the border. The agency has planned 
what it calls an "electronic picket 
fence" of six balloons stretching 
from the Gulf of Mexico, to the Pa- 
cific that will cost in excess of $100 
million over the next several years. 

But the Fort Huachuca balloon, 
the first one launched in Project 
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By JUDY MALTZ 
A multi-billion dollar Pentagon contract won by 
, Tadiran last year could jeopardized by an investiga- 
i lion launched this week in Tallahassee. Florida, into the 
company’s alleged ties with South Africa. 

Tadiran is about to comnlete construction of a manu- 
facturing facility in the caoital of Florida, where it 
plans to produce the highly sophisticated military com- 
j munication systems ordered by the U.S. Army. 

{ The city bad agreed to put up $2,8 million, virtually 


the entire cost of setting up the plant, in order to 
promote Tallahassee’s economic development. 

But anti-apartheid activists in the city say they ha.e 
been assured by the municipality that measures will be 
taken to force Tadiran out if their evidence concerning 
the company’s Pretoria connection is confirmed. The 
Pentagon contract in question is one of the largest ever 
won by an Israeli concern. 

Tadiran’s spokesman last week denied that the com- 
pany was still selling to South Africa. 


SOWRBALL, has proven less than 
successful in actually snaring drug 
planes, according to critics. Only 
three marijuana-smuggling aircraft 
have been caught by Customs of- 
ficials in Arizona since the balloon 
went up in the fall of 1987, Young 
said. No cocaine-carrying airplanes 
have been apprehended. 

Customs officials speculate this is 
because the smugglers have been 
flying around the balloon’s radar 
coverage. This alternative, howev- 
er. was presumably cut down when 
the second SOWRBALL balloon 
was launched at Deming, N.M., last 
December. A third SOWRBALL 
balloon is scheduled to be launched 
in Yuma, Ariz., later this month. 

Some Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration officials, however, believe 
the real reason for the low success 
rate is because the balloons are fre- 
quently grounded by Customs of- 
ficials nervous about the blimps be- 
ing damaged by turbulent weather. 

In this incident, Customs officials 
got reports of heavy winds in the 
area of Fort Huachuca on the after- 
noon of May 10 and brought the 
balloon down, but it was hit anyway 
by the tornado, ripping a hole in the 
helium bag. 

A spokesman for Westinghouse 
Defense Electronic System Co., 
which manufactures the. radar bal- 
loon. said the damaged bag arrived 
yesterday at the firm’s factory in 
Elizabeth City. N.C. Young said he 
has heard repairs could cost as 
much as $1 million, but the spokes- 
man declined to comment on the re- 
port. ] 
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taly Investigates 1980 Airliner Explosion 


By Jennifer Parmelee . 

Spadai to Tl» Wmkmgm Po* 

ROME, May 13— A magistrate 
today told 15 military officers they 
will be investigated in a suspected 
cover-up of an explosion that de- 
stroyed an airliner over the Mediter- 
ranean m 1980, killing 81 people. 

White the magistrate's notifica- 
tion is only a preliminary step to- 
ward bringing charges, it was the 
first concrete move by Italian au- 
thorities toward pinpointing the 
puzzling circumstances surrounding 
the crash nine years ago. The no- 
tices were issued at the request of 
Rome’s prosecutor, Giorgio San- 
tacroce, and will require the offi- 
cers to cooperate with his investi- 
gation. 

The most widely held— and poten- 


tially most explosive— of numerous 
hypotheses is that the plane was shot 
down by a NATO air-to-air missile. 
The judge’s investigation to date 
leans heavily toward that theory. 

But military officials, including 
Defense Minister Valerio Zanone, 
have denied military involvement in 
the crash.The Air Force was cleared 
of any misconduct in the affair last 
month by a panel of seven experts 
designated by then Prime Minister 
Ciriaco De Mita. The panel said the 
crash might have been caused by 
structural defects in the DC-9 or a 
collision with another plane. 

But the panel’s investigation last 
only five months— compared to five 
years for Santacroce’s probe— and 
critics have argued that it is one of 
several weak investigations that 
have left the possibility of a cover- 


up. In a recent editorial entitled Lies 
of the State, La Repubblica newspa- 
per lambasted the “scandal" of bro- 
ken promises by officials to solve the 
mystery. 

“Our public officials, our leaders 
are pretty mediocre when it comes 
to their institutional duties," wrote 
columnist Giorgio Bocca. “But when 
it conies to blocking attempts to 
ascertain uncomfortable truths, 
they function like a Swiss watch." 

The charges to which the officers, 
will presumably eventually have to 
answer include false testimony and 
destruction of evidence. The officers 
were on duty at radar stations at Li- 
cola. near Naples, and the Sicilian 
port of Marsala on the night of June 
27, 1980, when the plane plunged 
out of a clear summer sky and into 
the sea near the island of Ustica. 
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Congress right about FSX deal 


A ONGRESS HAS TAKEN A LONG, 
hard look at the proposed deal be- 
tween Japan and the United States to 
develop a short-range fighter of the future: 
and found it wanting. 

";The House this week joined the Senate 
in disapproving the deal worked out by the 
Bush administration authorizing the codev- 
eiopment of the FSX fighter. The votes are 
insufficient to stand up to a presidential ve- 
to, so the controversial deal will proceed. 
But Congress was correct to note the flaws 
in the international agreement 
! The FSX is a deal which shouldn’t 
have been made. It is based on the errone- 
ous assumption that the Japanese, if left to 
their own devices, can build better high- 
tech products than Americans. 

But when it comes to world class, high 
performance, combat and commercial air- 
craft American firms rule the skies. In com- 
bat craft, the computer source codes inte- 


grating the weapons and maneuvering 
systems are unmatched by any other. 

However, instead of purchasing the F- 
16, the world’s best fighter/Japan decided 
to build its own. The Reagan administration 
assumed Japan could build a better jet 
within a decade and pleaded for the right to 
participate. President Bush pressed for a 
better deal calling for American participa- 
tion in about 40 percent of the development 
and production of the multi-billion dollar 
project 

The deal is just a non-binding "memo 
of understanding” between the Secretary of 
State and the Japanese ambassador to the 
U.S. The new Japanese administration can 
ignore it once it receives the critical Ameri- 
can technology. 

It would have been better to let the 
Japanese try to compete oh an equal plane 
with American technology. Since that did 
not occur, at least Congress has stated 
where American interests lie. 


X-30. . . 
from Pq. 8 
start. "The National Aero-Space Plane 
program Is deafly a model of bow 
American firms must work together to 
meet the competitive challenge posed 
by Western Europe aod Japan.** 
Potential foreign competition has 
become a critical lobbying point of 
aerospace companies in the space- 
plane program. They point to a SI 6 
billion. 20-year commitment by the 
Japanese to develop a hypersonics 
program. $200 million in funding ap- 
proved by West Germany for its Sang- 
er space-plane program, and an ag- 
gressive push by the Soviet Union into 
hypersonics as well. 


The National Aero-Space Plane "is 
the kind of program that the country 
needs to keep our pre-eminence in the 
Industry,*’ said Hershel Sams, vice 
president and general manager of the 
space-plane program for McDonnell. 
“By the 21st century shuttle technol- 
ogy will be 30 years old." 

The budget battle in Washington is 
causing the aerospace contractors in- 
volved in the space-plane program to 
rethink their commitments to It. They 
predict that the program will be de- 
layed even if all of the funding is 
restored. 

• There is no question that the con- 
fusion caused by the funding flux will _ 
slow the program down,** said Rocket- 
dyne's. Weisberg. 


During the wait. Rocketdyne has 
put on hold its construction of a $16 
million hypersonic shock tunnel, a test 
facility to simulate orbital-speed con- 
ditions that would be 40 times larger 
than any existing facility of its type. 

"It is up in the air, but Is has not 
been canceled," Weisberg said. 

Meanwhile, officials at General Dy- 
namics and McDonnell Douglas say 
they are proceeding normally on their 
space-plane work. McDonnell has 
about 280 employees working on the 
program, with most at McDonnell Air- 
craft Co. in $1. Louis. General Dyna- 
mics has about 250 people working oh 
the program, with most of those in 
Fort.Wortb. 
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recent NATO summit for deep cuts/ 
in conventional forces in. Europe. "I 
believe we should take the risk that 
the Soviets are serious in their de- 
sire to reach genuine arms reduc- 
tions with the West," Reagan sakL 

So long as the threat of commu- 
nism remains, he said, NATO must 
remain strong. But “if we continue 
our quest for peace," he said, “there 
may not even be a heed for NATO 
in another 40 years." 

The retired president took a 
more cautious line in discussing 
technology transfers to the Soviet 
Union. 

Noting that despite liberalization, , 
the Russians recently had made it 
illegal for individuals to obtain a 
computer printer or a copying ma- 
chine from abroad, he asked: “Why 
should we sell the Soviet Union so- 
phisticated computers when it will 
not allow its own citizens simple 
things like copying machinesr 

But his main theme was that the 
new communications technology is 
undermining authoritarian govern- 
ments everywhere, or, as he put it, 
“the Goliath of totalitarian control =, 
will rapidly be brought down by the 
David of the microchip." 

Citing Churchill as the preemi- 
nent example of a leader who un- 
derstood the power of words in a 
mass-communication age, Reagan 
said technology has now immensely 
magnified that impact — through 
personal computers, satellite tele- 
vision, telexes and tape recorders. 

“More than arms, more than di- 
plomacy, the communications rev- 
olution will be the greatest force for 
advancement of freedom in the 
world," he said. 

Although the brutal repression 
of the prodemocracy demonstra- 
tors in Beijing may argue other- 
wise, Reagan declared, “those he- 
roic Chinese students who gave 
their lives have released the spirit 
of democracy and it cannot be 
called back." 



sign and develop advanced radar 
systems for both the Navy’s and 
the U.S. Air Force’s next-genera-, 
tion aircraft. ; 

A team of TI and Westliighouse 
won radar contracts from two in- 
dustry teams competing to build, 
the Air Force Advanced Tactical/ 
Fighter: the contracts could be 
worth billions when the fighter 
moves into production. . 
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Despite cuts, Soviets seen stronger 


By Rowan Scarborough 

TMCWftSMNGIOMTMCS 

The Soviet Union* despite prom- 
ises of a 14 percent cut in defense 
spending* continues to modernize its 
nuclear arsenal and produce fighter 
aircraft that nearly rival US. capa- . 
bility, Air Force Secretary Donald B. 
Rice said yesterday. 

In those areas, “we certainly don't 
see any change downward. We don f t 
see any reflection of their espoused 
defensive philosophy," Mr. Rice said, 
during a luncheon meeting with edi- 
tors and reporters of The Washing- 
ton Times. 

Mr. Rice said cuts in Soviet de- 
fense outlays would not translate 
into a less potent force. “In fact, 
there's every reason to believe the 
way they're headed at this point that, 
while they're going to be reducing 
numbers, they're going to be in- 
creasing the average quality of the 
remaining conventional forces in 
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Europe," he said. 

Asked if the Soviets were engag- 
ing in "strategic deception" in prom- 
ising budget cuts, Mr. Rice said: "I 
would not put it down to strategic 
deception on the Soviets' part — I 
think we have to be realistic enough 
to see whatfe going on in the Soviet 
Union. While it heads in many ways 
in directions we should consider ( fa- 
vorable), I think we're a long ways 
from being able to conclude it's irre- 
versible." 

Mr. Rice, like other top Pentagon 
officials, is grappling with funda- 
mental change in the defense busi- 
ness. Peace signals from the Soviet 
Union and domestic pressure to cut 
the budget are forcing service sec- 
retaries to do more with less. 

Mr. Rice, who was president of 
Rand Corp. ♦before becoming Air 
Force secretary in May. is conduct- 
ing a management review to see if 
he can weed out duplication in tasks 
and speed up weapons procurement. 


"We're going ?c bo proposing 
changes in organization ot some 01 
our acquisition activities, ftull be 
hearing more about that before too 
long," he said. "We're looking at 
changes in how we do pilot training. 
We're looking at simple, straight- 
forward streamlining and cutbacks 
in overhead." 

Mr. Rice defended two major 
weapon systems under fire on Capi- 
tol Hill, the $70 billion B-2 Stealth 
bomber program and $45 billion Ad- 
vanced ThcticaJ Fighter (ATF). 

The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee has scrapped all 1990 funds 
for the next-generation ATF, 
charging mismanagement by the 
Air Force. 

Mr. Rice, while saying some crit- 
icism "did merit attention," charged 
the committee's harsh language was 
"justification" for taking ATF money 
and earmarking it for other projects 
that lawmakers favor. "I think that to 
some extent that program got 
caught in that kind of need within 
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the committee," he said. 

The House has proposing cutting 
back production on the B-2 until 
operational tests prove the radar 
evading plane works. 

The B-2 is necessary, Mr. Rice ar- 
gued, to assure that the United 
States cdntjnues»tb have a. bomber 
capable of penetrating Soviet air de- 
fenses and retaliating against a So- 
viet first strike. 

"The Soviet Union has made a tre- 
mendous investment in air de- 
fenses," Mr Rice said. "We have al- 
most none in this country. We have 
very light air defenses in this coun- 
try, which means, we give Soviet 
bombers and cruise missiles essen- 
tially a free ride into U.S. air space." 

Asked if that Soviet investment in 
air defenses would make the B-2 ob^ 
solete, Mr. Rice said the Air Force 
set up an "anti-stealth red team" in 
the early 1980s to answer that ques- 
tion. "The mission of that group has 
been to figure out how to beat 
stealth. It has not been able to do so," 
he said. 
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Air Force proceeding cautiously in spy probe of captain 


By Bill Gertz 

THE WfcSHMQTON TIMES 

The Air Force used "reasonable 
judgment" in launching an investi- 
gation into suspected espionage by 
an Air Force captain with access to 
US. electronic intelligence and se- 
curity secrets, Air Force Secretary 
Donald R Rice said yesterday. 

Mr. Rice also indicated that the 
Air Force was cooperating with the 
FBI in the probe of Capt. John Vladi- 
mir Hirsch, an electronics engineer 
based until July with an intelligence 
unit in West Berlin. 

"The Air Force is cooperating 
fully with the appropriate legal 
authorities, as well as conducting 
our own investigation, but none of 
that is completed yet," Mr. Rice said 
in a luncheon meeting with report- 
ers and editors of The Washington 
Times. 

An FBI spokesman acknowledged 
that the bureau is investigating the 
case, but he declined to comment on 
the specifics of the case. 

Capt. Hirsch, 33, was transferred 
July 31 from the 690th Electronic 
Security Wing at Ifempelhoff Cen- 
tral Airport in West Berlin to the 
headquarters of the Electronic Se- 
curity Command at Kelly Air Force 
Base in San Antonio. 

Pentagon officials said last month 
that Capt. Hirsch earler had been 
subjected to a polygraph, or lie- 
detector, examination as part of a 
routine security check and that the 
test indicated deception with regard, 
to questions about espionage. 

Investigators also found classified 


documents in a car belonging to 
Capt. Hirsch, an apparent violation 
of security rules, and discovered 
bank accounts totaling more than 
$ 120 , 000 . 

Capt Hirsch also had traveled to 
Austria, France and Italy in recent 
months. 

The combined circumstantial evi- 
dence provided investigators from 
the Air Force Office of Special In- 
vestigations with a standard profile 
of an espionage suspect, officials 
said. 

After initial press reports of the 
case, some Pentagon officials ap- 
peared to back away from the spying 
allegations and relatives of Capt. 
Hirsch were quoted in published re- 
ports as saying the officer, born in 
Czechoslovakia, was frugal and 
probably accumulated the large 
bank deposits over several years. 

But Mr. Rice said yesterday: "I 
would say it was a reasonable de- 
cision, from what I've seen, to ini- 
tiate an investigation" He declined 
to elaborate on the information that 
triggered the probe. 

He said it was "unfortunate" that 
so much of the preliminary informa- 
tion about the case was made public. 

"Because it was clearly prema- 
ture and piecemeal," he said. "And 
depending on how the whole thing 
evolves, that could turn out to have 
been detrimental to the individual 
for no good reason. But I do think it 
was a reasonable judgment to ini- 
tiate an investigation." 

Pentagon officials said Capt. 
Hirsch declined to take a second lie- 
detector test and requested legal 


counsel. He is suspected of passing 
secrets to the Soviet Union, officials 
said. 

At Ifempelhoff, Capt. Hirsch was 
chief of the engineering and installa- 
tions branch of the electronic listen- 
ing post and was responsible for ser- 
vicing and installing the base's 
communications systems. 

He held a top-secret security 
clearance that would have orovided 


him w»th access to U.S. electronic 
monitoring operations and capabil- 
ities, as well as information about the 
codes used to scramble US. and 
NATO communications. 

Ibch. Sgt, Edward Rasco, a 
spokesman for the Electronic Secu- 
rity Command, said yesterday that 
Capt. Hirsch remains confined to 
Kelly Air Force Base during the in- 
vestigation. 
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Air crash 


deepens 

ROME (Reuters) — Military ra- 
dar operators have started a political 
storm with new evidence on a myste- 
rious 1980 Italian plane crash that 
contradicts statements by generals 
and ministers and fuels allegations 
of a cover-up. 

The evidence given to magistrates 
Tuesday by three air force sergeants 
contradicted repeated official state- 
ments saying military radar oper- 
ators did not see the crash. 

It broke a wall of military silence 
over the deaths of 81 people in the 
crash on a domestic flight of a DC-9 
airiiner into the sea off Sicily in June 
1980. . 

The evidence also revived pre- 


vious speculation tnat the DC-9 was 
accidentally shot down by an Italian 
or foreign fighter pursuing another 
plane carrying either Libyan leader 
Col Moaxnmar Gadhafi or an escap- 
ing Libyan rebel air force officer 

Italian newspapers splashed the 
controversy on their front pages yes- 
terday under headlines like "Nine 
Years of Lies" and "The lies of the 
Generals." 

Ugo Pecchioli, a leader of the op- 
position Communist Party, de- 
manded an immediate parliamen- 
tary debate. 

"Members of the government, 
chiefs of staff, senior leaders of the 
armed forces have deliberately and 
shamelessly lied to Parliament and 
the country. Whoever is responsible 
for hiding the truth must be made to 
ahriver," be said. 

Paolo Battistuzzi, Chamber of 
Deputies leader for the Liberal 
Party —a member of the fiye-p&ny 
government — demanded a parlia- 
mentary statement by the defense; 
• tainister* 
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Italian Think Tank's Report Suggests 
U.S.Miliiary Role in 1 980Airliner Crash 

By Lauia Colby Id the nine years since the KH*lled Us- 

n Reportrr 0 / m wau stwct jouwal Uca disaster, the crash has been one of It- 
ULAN, Italy- Nine years a#o today. rnost ulked-about mysteries. Many 
id Italian commercial airliner on its way P*°P)e. including Italian investigating 
to Palermo from Bologna crashed into the magistrates, politicians and the victims’ 
tea near the Sicilian island of Ustica, kill* relatives, believe there has been a cover- 
ing all SI people aboard. The cause of the U P< crucial military radar records at two 
crash has never been determined. separate monitoring posts near the area 
Now, a report by an Italian think tank disappeared shortly after the accident, 
puts forward a controversial theory: The But whom a cover-up would be protect- 
plane most likely was shot down by a Side* ing has never been clear. Speculation on 


winder A1M-9L missile. The only force in 
the Mediterranean that certainly had such 
a missile in June i960 was the U.S. Sixth 
Fleet, the report adds. 

The U.S. always has denied any respon- 
aibility for the crash. A spokeswoman for 
the U.S. Embassy in Rome reiterated 
American statements that no u.S. fighters 
were Dying in the area at the time of the 
crash. The only U.S. aircraft carrier in the 
Mediterranean at the time, the USS Sara- 
toga, was in port in Naples, she said. 

In Washington, a Pentagon spokesman 
said: "We did not have anybody in tin 
area." 


the cause of the crash has ranged from a 
terrorist bomb to a Libyan missile to a 
tragic mistake by Italy's own military. So 
far, nothing has been proved. 

The new report, by the environmental- 
ist-supported Research Institute for Dis- 
armament. Development and Peace, 
doesn’t speculate as to why or how a U.S. 
fighter could have fired on a commercial 
airliner. Paolo. Miggiano. who wrote the re- 
port, says: "We’re not trying to accuse 
anyone of anything. We are Just hoping 
that after all these years, we can help the 
truth to come out.*’ 
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The report begins with the premise that 
the crash was caused by a missile, a the- 
ory supported by several official Italian re- 
ports. Mr. Miggiano subscribes to tbe the: 
ory because records of Rome's Oampind 
military airport show an "unidentified fly- 
ing object’’ crossing the path of the air- 
liner at a 90-degree angle shortly before 
the crash. The object was moving far 
faster than any civilian aircraft and per ; 
formed maneuvers that military experts 
say are typical of an attacking aircraft. 

Other evidence also supports the missile 
theory, Mr. Mlggiano’s report says: Autop- 
sies performed on victims show that 
shreds of glass entered their bodies far 1 
more quickly than they would have in a 
bomb blast; damage to pieces of the plane 
recovered from the Mediterranean indi- 
cates the blast took place outside the plane 
rather than inside. The location of the 
blast, the shape and sixe of the bole and 
the estimated size of the warhead help; 
eliminate missiles known to be in the arse- 
nals of Italy, France and Libya at the 
time, the report adds. 

Tbe records of U.S. radar stations in It- 
aly from the period of the crash aren’t 
available, according to data provided to 
the American Embassy by the U.S. De- 
fense Department. The department ex- 
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Boeing Acknowledges 
Inquiry by Pentagon 
Over Its Accounting 


By a Wall Srmcrr JouimalSio// Reporter 

SEATTLE -Boeing Co. confirmed that 
it's being investigated by the Defense De- 
partment in connection with its accounting 
practices on certain research and develop- 
ment work. 

"The investigation is ongoing, and 
we re cooperating,'.' a spokesman for the 
aerospace concern said. He declined to 
comment further. 

In Washington. Pentagon officials also 
declined to identify the specific projects 
and documents investigators are seeking. 
It also isn't clear how much money the in- 
vestigation involves. 

Over the weekend, the Seattle Post-In- 
telligencer reported that, according to in- 
temai company memos, the program un- 


der scrutiny Is the Sea Lance anti-subma- 
rine weapon, which Boeing is developing 
for the Navy. 

The Defense Contract Audit Agency 
routinely audits contractors' books, and it 
has autiiorily to subpeona records. Tbe 
Boeing investigation also includes the De- 
fense Criminal Investigation Service, 
which often is called in to help auditors de- 


termine whether laws were broken and 
whether the matter should be referred to 
the Justice Department or other agencies 
for further investigation. 

Separately. Boeing also ackowledged 
that it's being investigated by the Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Administration. 

Richard Terrill, assistant regional ad- 
ministrator for OSHA in Seattto, character- 
ized the investigation as a "comprehensive 
safety and health investigation." He de- 
clined to be more specific. 


•WASHINGTON 
JUNE 27, 1989 

Justice recovers 
defense overcharges 

The Justice Department has re- 
covered $14.3 million from a Mich- 
igan defense contractor who over- 
charged the Air Force and Navy 
between 1979 and 1983 for bail 
bearings. 


TIMES 
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Acting Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Stuart E. Schiffer said yester- 
day the settlement resolves a 
lawsuit filed in November 1985 in 
U.S. District Court in Hartford, 
Conn., against Industrial Tfec- 
ironies, Inc., of Dexter. Mich., by a 
former employee. 
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DEFENSE AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS worked out a tentative agreement Iasi 
week that is expected to lead to at least a partial restoration of Fiscal 1990 funding for the 
National Aero-Space Plane. Deputy Defense Secretary Donald J. Atwood. Jr., Air Force 
Secretary Donald Rice and National Space Council Executive Director Mark Albrecht agreed the 
program should remain focused on building a single-stage-to-orbit research vehicle, with the Air 
Force as the prime program manager. The Defense Dept, originally zeroed the service’s budget, 
then reinstated SI00 million for the project pending the recommendation of the National Space 
Council, which b due this week. Tbe House Armed Services research and development 
subcommittee voted to restore next year’s Air Force funding for the program to its original 1300- 
million level. But NASP advocates believe funding still may be limited to about $200 million, 
winch would slip the program about a year— the maximum delay acceptable 
participants. 


to industry- 
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plained that the procedure was to destroy 
radar tapes after 24 hours, unless there 
were special circumstances that warranted 
saving them.' 

Tbe think tank's report comes as the 
case has Jumped back into the headlines. 
On Friday, a Rome prosecutor charged 23 
Italian military officials who were man- 
ning radar posts closest to the crash with 
allegedly destroying evidence and with 
false testimony. Meanwhile, a parliamen- 
tary commission on terrorism and massa- 
cres has taken up the Ustica affair* it is at 
least the sixth official investigation, but 
tbe first by the parliament -and will begin 
questioning the former ministers of d*- 
fense and transport this week. 


KGB... fm Pq.3 

the entire nation for 13 days in May 
and early June. In fact, officials ml* 
yesterday, so many people stoppdg 
working to watch that Industrial out* 
put dropped 2Q percent during the 


Apart from the economic cost aft 
fldab Justifying the decision not 
offer gavel-to-gavel coverage said 
that unlike the Congress, which wtl t 
meet for a few weeks s year, the 
Supreme Soviet wtU be in session for 
an estimated eight months a year. 
"We can’t afford a C-Span.“ quipped 
one Foreign Ministry official, refer* 
ring to the U.S. cable channel that, 
covers Congress. 

Last night. Soviet television did 
broadcast 45 minutes of excerpt# 
from the session, which is expected 
to continue, with brief interruption*,, 
through Aug. 4. 

The deputies face a 21 -point 
agenda that some of them tmmedh, 
sidy pronounced too filled with con* 
plex controversial measures for the 
month-long session. 

ft to scheduled to review dozens of 
ministerial appointments, elect the 
Supreme Court and top prosecutor# 
and con si der 13 draft laws ranging 
from religion and the press to taxar 
don and consumer rights. 

Scientist Evgeny P. Velikhov 
drew gasps when he held up a fat, 
volume explaining the procedures fog 
lawmaking in the U.S. Congress 
Vice President Anatoly I. Lukyanou, 
won approval of the agenda partly bjej 
saying that all the p roposed laws do* 
not have to be passed by Aug. 4. but 
that discussion of them should at 
least begin. 

In hto disarmingly candid Ixvejt* 
la interview. Mr. Lapygln of the de? 
fense committee said he favors ttt S' 
eventual creation of a prof ession al, 
all-volynteer army, a controversial 
proposal here both because of tt£ 
cost and because it to associa ted wttti 
Western “bourgeois" countries. * 

He offhandedly referred to the Stoi 
vtets* equivalent of the US. "star 
wars* strategic defense system, say* 
ing “of course they know in the O.S. 
that we re creating systems capable 


France Planning to Rejoin NATO , KGB ... Pa . « 

^ ^ We Z® m * Planning to rejoin NATO, and that it has told 

7? ° S ‘ U r° ugh ,ls Pf^anent ambassador to the organization Gabriel Robin, that if its conditions were 
met u could, as a first step, play an active role in NATO’s Air Command and Control System (ACCS!). This sys- 

T’f “ JWLNATQ has signed importam ^t^te with such French complies 
as Thomson-CSF. Informauque de Systems et.de Reseaux (1SR), and Sintra- Alcatel for ACCS’s develQpment;: r 
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Sono ancon molti i l*ti o- 
•eun che I’inchietta disport* 
“I miiustro Zanone dovrt 
chit me. Come it nationality 
del missile che ha abbattuto, la 

eeperu deH’Aeronautica mill- 
tare, cbe afliancberanno la lo- 
ro opera a quell* ddTaJtr* 
cpmnmtione ittituita dal ore* 
sidente del Consifiio De Mita. 
Un patio in avanti, intanto, i 
auto fttto: i petit! del Tribu- 
nale hanno nabilito cbe la 
•ciaiuta di Uitica Ai provoca- 
u da un miaiJe, e non 6 poco 
it it Uiitc oonto che per duo* 
(ere a quesu eonduiion* d 
•ono voluti ben 9 anal 
In tuttoquesto tempo leipo- 
*■* apno fttte lono mol- 
te. AJJ iturio qualcuno aveva 
parlito wbito di un etplotrvo, 
Un po alia volta era enterto il 
•oapetto che le tiaoce del eo* 
uddetto T4 (queeto, come a 


Ifyotml 

diun a octtogSaotrn finite traekamin* 


«neno da akune perizie, il ti- 
po di eaplotivo unto) foeaero 
di pnovenieua eeterna. E ai 
era poUxau la pltu di un 
mlaalle, laaoato cuanl da chi. 

Ma oos eaiiteva akun ri- 
ooettivo. Manes va ia 

B^SSJdi Ucok, due bad 
ntllfun cbe dovrabbero coo- 
ttoUare la deurazza dei noatri 

2 $* W* *.moo 

oi profooditi o on la (i n 
cam deu'aeieo Itavia. Rime- 


..... IUVH* iUQUh 

JES^sxibs 

•gui&SSMS 

rat auperaontd. Quale inter- 
pnetaztoM dare? Come spkta* 
« quelle presenze mirteriote? 

gWTPJWWft 

uluzato le nfiatrasioai di 


Ciampino, ft Hlevare Peel- 
atenza di un ogpetto («ai com* 
Porta va come un eneoaa), cbe 
yunaddl eaptop one vira ver* 
”3 Suocenlvimenta, due 
JJ®etti vqftnti attravereano 
Paru dd diantro ead afte ve* 
lodtAa. Quelle aera (l’ipoted 
i una novhii) potreooeea- 
aerd itau una aerea. 

fo e tal nv> enore. D miaik 
pPtrebbe eaten finho «ul DC 
9, attratto da una fbnte di ee* 

ai. Prapno queUa aera del din- 
atra « qualcuno ft poi notare - 
netcwl di Uitica la flotta a* 
mcricant era in itato dialler* 
ta. Pocheom prime del voio I- 
tavia: net Mediteniaeo era 
ttuwluto Paamo dSMi 
Pnea^enta Carter. Nel Qotfo 


dl Napoli era ancorau la por- 
taarei Saratoga. In quest* cir- 
•oatama qualcuno parta di 
wnafida aerea intrapren tre 
|dl Awaca americani a due Mif 
Jlnjo* intanto, la committione 
Wtulu dal president* del 
C o ndglt o, cbe avrebbe dovuto 
conaagnare 1 riaulutl 11 7 mar- 
“•corao, ha avuto una proro* 

£ di 3 meai, men tra i lend dei 
niliari deUe vhtimehanno 
an n u n di t ouna aerie di inhua- 
live. Traqueete, c’i la rkhieau 
dl ua dlbattito alia Camera, 
meatn ai giudice ietnittora 
BuearaUi n chiede 11 rispetto 
del tannine maadmo di due 
meai dal depodto ddla perizia 
t yaic a, per la condutione del- 
Pirtruttoria. Al gludke 4 itato 
anche conteynato un elanco di 
oominativi di atcune penone 
aoapetute daali awocati di ea- 
aara raaponaabili di depiatatti 
o di ooraltamenti a dittnixlo- 
oedi prove. v 
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TOP S&XET/LE CAUSE DELLA. TRAGEDIA Df USIKA 


I misleri 


di Papifli 


mMott e’er* di mliterioso nella 
l»re di appalto ehe uiegn6 
m m file ditte fruceae ifremer i 
Wr levori per il recupero del 
Dc9 ebbattuto da un miaaile nel cielo 
di Ulrica II 27 giuguo 1980? fi cl6 che 


Piahiisa Bianco • Luigi Wi 


fi iianno chiedeado da un palo dl 
eettimane i tervixi aegreti Itafiani. B 
u governo ehe vuole tapere, ehe ha 
chieato ai aervfzi di rieoatruire la ato* 


— — • mi v as 

ria di quell appalto: troppe com non 
tomano. Vedlano. 

Siamo nell'ottobre 1980 e it aoati* 
turo procurator* della Repubbtica 
di Roma Giorgio Samacroce, Jncari* 
“to di indagare eul dirntro del 
De9 abbatruto il 27 giugno nei deli 
dl Ulrica, chlede per la prime volte 
ehe llano recuperati i reiti dell'ae* 
r f°- Ormai gift ai f« strada l’lpoteal 
ebe il Dc9 aia atato eolpito da un 
niaalle. Santacroce invia la aua ri* 
ehieita a! miniatero del- Traiporti 
(allora regnaate U aocialiata Vln* 
Cfuxo Balzamo). «Mal ottenuto uaa 
ha dichlarato Sanueroce 
all Europgo. 

Andlamo avantL It miniatero atu* 
dla la puettione e abbozza un dlae* 
gno di legge per lo ataaztamento ne* 
waaario. Ci vogliono elrca dieei ml* 
Hardi. Balzamo gira la pratiea alia 


ito trwarl attlngendo ai tenor naer* 
vati della preaidenza del Conaigllo. 
•Sooo into to ■ apingere per la veri* 
ti», ha ricordato poehi giorni fa II 
aegretario aocialiata. Intendendo an* 
ehe: »C ft quale u no ehe non pub dire 
Il riferimento, nemme* 
no troppo velato, ft per Giovanni 
SpadoUni e per il auo governo (dura* 
to fino a dfeembre ’82) che non fu 
capace dl trovare 1 fondi. 


L * P ,,r /* P*rte dunque ai reeupe* 
e la giuatiaia aembra 
awidnarai al auo obbiettivo. Ma ee* 
co che l lntrlgo ai complice di nuovo. 

£k .1 ev L 0CC, iP ,r,i deH’operailone? 
Chi rirerft iu I aereo? Si tratta di un 
aereo italiano, caduto nel cielo Italia* 
no, quail aicuramente abbatruto da 
un miaaile. Anal, ala Craxi aia Amato 
ne aono arclconvlnri. Betdno ha rae* 
contatoifHo riletto nel 1986 le in* 


■coordinate del reiitto. La miaatone 
Umnrieen* ebb# luogo. II eommergb 
Rile aeattO le fotografie e localized 
fiaiuralmente i relirti. La collabora* 
flone Uaa ai intemippe II. II meatag* 

t lo degll amerieam ru ehiarlaiimo. 
.acconta un perito della commlaiio- 
ne d’lnchleata del miniatero del Tre* 
aporti: «Ci feeero empire che in que* 
ate atoria, una volte eaeguiri I rileva* 
mentl, non volevano pm entrare*. 
CI6 che tuttavia rende aoipetta tutta 
la vieenda e che ha aolleeitato 1'at* 
tenxione del noatri 007, ft il allenzio 
aaaoluto eon cui ali’epoca venne 
eaeluM, forte treppo abrigitfvamen* 
te, lofferta della aoeietft italiana Sal* 
pern, del gruppo Bni. i 


Ha diehiarate all'Buropeo II pit* 
ftldente della Saipem Giovanni Del* 


Li V T HCI I TOO 1C IQ 

chieate gift fatte. Ho ehleato chlari* 
mend all aeronautlca milltare e ai 
Mrvltl Mgreti. Ml aono convinto ehe 
ft atato un miaaile da guerra*. 

La gara di appalto, in realtft una 


denta del Coniiglio per offrfre la 
iwatra dlaponibilltft all operaxione. 


on wptiaiivngi 

Neatunod ha mil riipoate. II magi* 
atrato prefer! JTfremer. Noi, una 


preaidenza del Conaigllo. Nel marzo 
1983, quando capo del governo ft 
Amiotore Fanfani (per un periodo dl 
. toll aei meal), da Falaxzo Cnigi parte 
{ una letter* di rlapoata al miniatro 
I dei trasporti Mario Caaallnuovo, mi* 
niatro per un breve periodo: «l soldi 
non ei aono. Veditela tu cot budget 
del miniatero del TraaportW. E tutto 


aempliee trattativa private, viene 
vinta calls aoeietft franeete a parte* 
eipuione atatale Ifremer. if eon* 
tratto ft atipulato con it gludlee 
iatruttore Vittorio Buearelli ehe in 


Ji i 'll nwi, unm 

pitta Italiana, avremmo potuto far 
jo. 8 vero: non avevamo un battello ; 


: — ■*«**»««* vaiiuiiw 

In grado di acendere a quelle pro* 
fonditft, ma avremmo potuto benii* 
almo trovarlo tul mercato, noleg* 


quel momento rappreaenta lo Stato 
Italiano. I motivi urfleiali aono due: 
primo, I offerta dell Ifremer ft con* 
alderata economlcamente ragione* 
vole. Secondo: I’lfremer ft la dltta 
piti attrezzata a tecnologlcamente 
evaluate per almili operaetoni. Tut* 
tdlogico. 

B Invece no. In primo luogo ft 
ehiaro che nel recupero del Dc9 e’ft 
un forte intereiM nazionale. Soprat* 


uhtpiiw *«l HIEi bdlG, nuici* 

llarlo, megari della ateaaa Ifremer. 
Invece fummo eacluai#. Perchft ne: 


ai ferma U. Giorgio Santacroce tome 
alia carica. Nelratto di formaiizza* 
zione dell inchleata (affidata poi al 
ciudiee iatruttore Vittorio Buearelli) 
fl magiatreto ripete daceapo: «Per 
capire qualcoM di queato giallo, ft In* 
diapeqaabile recuperare I'aereo*. 

Siamo aempre riel 1983 e da allora' 
per tre annl, le richieate del giudice 
nmangono letter* morta. 

. fliena eatate 1986. II prcaidente 
della Repubblica Pranceaco Coaaiga 
(gift preaidente del Conaigllo nei 
giorni della aciagura dl Uitlca) inter 
viene peraonaimente. B chiede al go* 
verno Craxi: aCosa al aapetta per tl* 
“f* »u del fondo del mare il reiitto 
del] aereo?*. Da qui tutto al rimette 
inmoto. Bettino Craxi incarlca II auo 
braccio deatro Gluliano Amato di ri* 
lolwrt lioueiHflfti 1 tftMLtrtwri mb- 


* tune fino ad ora ha mai rivelato l'e* 
aiatenza di una qualifleata offerta 
italiana? 

Tagilata fuori ia Saipem, la dltta 
Ifremer, le cui baae operative ft a To* 


foes, porto milltare franceae, ottlene 
« commetaa e comincia a tavorare. 
Nel giugno 1917 1 tecnici franeeai re* 
cuperano la acatola nera dal Dc9. Dl* 
chlara Dominique Girard, direttore 
delle operazioni naval! della Jfre* 
wer: *Grazie *Ue noatre attrezzature 
abbiamo potuto rapidamente loca* 
lizzare II Dc9». Ma come? Gluliano* 
Amato non aveva gift ottenuto un an* 
no prime della marina amerieana 
un dlffuao rilevamento fotografico 
•ottomarino * quindl anche la coor 
elnate preelM del ralitto? Non reiu* 
va ehe rlpeacara I reatt deli'aereo. 
Perchft I Ifremer ft ripartlta da zero, 
perdendo tanto„prtztoto tempo? So* 
no atari paasatl al francaal I datlrae* 

8 


tutto ie ed abbattere I’aereo ft atato, 


come ormai umbra fuori dlacutiio* 
ne, un miaaile atranlero. B gift curio* 


M qulndi che i lavori vengano affi- 
eatf a un paeae che, a torto o a raglo* 
ne, ft compreao neila Hite del aoipet* 


n . on * vero che I franeeai 
dell Ifremer fotaero allora gli unlct 
In grado dl tirare »u il reiitto. Gli 


amerieanl avevano offerto la loro 
celiaborazlene. Anal, proprio II go* 
rernp C.-axl aveva preao contattl eon • 
1 ambai ciata amerieana a Roma. B II 
governo Uaa aveva mfitao a diapoel* j 
aone un eomtnergiblle da alte pro* 
fonditft per fotografare e rilevare le 




me loca* 
Gluliano*. 
to un an*l / 
nerieanalL 
lografico 
: la coor Q 


cold dalle marina statunitenw op- 
pure no? 

Nel mart deUt congemire che per 
otto aani «i tone affolUte lotorno al 
miitero del Dc9, non pub auara un 
cam w I nostri ttrvixl dl informazio- 
na hanno proprio oggi riesumato I 
document! reletivi alrappalto Kra- 
mer. Proprio oggi che riapuma la pi* 
ata di us caccia atraniero. 1 tarvtii 
sagrcti italiani itanno inseguendo 
una powibite pUta francew. 

Sin dal fiugno 1980, quando I '&• 
vaning Standard di Londira axzardb 
ripoteti di un mJaaile aparato da un 
caccia decollato dalfa portaerei 
francete CUmtnceau, U governo di 
ParJgi feet notare che la portaerei, U 
27 giugoo di quall'anno, avava dato 
fonao ali'ancora nel potto di Tolona 
proprio quella matdna a cha addirit* 
turn i auoi aerei da combattlmento 
ermno rien trad in patria il giorno 
prime. 1 france ai agglunaero che, in 

ogni caw, I caccia Super Btendard 
non hanno un'autonomia operative 
In grado di farll volara fino a Uatica. 
Teal toitoacrltic anche dalle Difew 
italiana. Dimen ticando tuttavla cha: 
prime, I'aeronautica francese diapo* 
ne di basi in Corsica a qulndi in pia- 
no Tirreno centrale. Secondo: che 
nella bate corta di Calvi, ha il auo 
quartier generate it reggimento On- 
rieme Choc, un reparto apeciale abi- 
litato a wfiaticate operation! belli- 
che di pronto intervento. Anche aa- 
ronautiche. 

Qualche ineomprensione, inoltra, 
deve eaaerci ataia Ira i aervizi aegreti 
Italiani a francesi all'epoca dell'Inei- 
dente. Al Siami (Servizto informazio* 
ni militari) che 24 ora dopo ia acia- 
gura chiedeva chiarimenti ai aervisi 
aegrati franceai (Sdeea), il come Ale- 
xandre De Marenche. capo delle sple 
di Parigi, evitava addirittura di rt- 

»pond»r» II governo frtnuu Kn pib 

tardi negate di aver mai ricevuto il 
fonogramma del Siami. Qualcuno di 
certo, tra I due, ha mentito. 

Un fatto 4 f uori ditcuaaione. Se c*4 
atata una vasta operazione di coper 
tura deila veritA, queata a comincia* 
ta un minuto dopo il disastro di Uati- 
ca. I aervizi aegreti italiani dell'epo- 
ca hanno sempra moatrato acarao 
entuaiatmo nelf'esamlnare la tail dal 
miiaile omicida, di qualunque naxio- 
nalltA esw potesie eaaara. 

Ka dichiarato il 30 aettembre 1980 
davanti alia Camera Tailors aotsoae- 


gretario alia presidents del Conai- 
alio GJuliano Amato: «I1 Siam! non 
na fatto nesauna indagine. Solo tra o 

S uatiro accertamenti*. Interpellato 
al I'Europao. il aenatora Pranceaco 
Mazzola, che net 1980 era delegato 
dal preaidente Coatiga al controllo 
del aervizi di aicurezza, he precisato 
meglio: «N4 in via ufficiale, ni in via 
ufficiosa venne atlora formulate dal 
aervizi Tipoteai del missile. Nella 
manlera piCt aswiuta. Uatica fu con- 
siderate un fatto di cui non are ne- 
ceaaerio occuparai a livello di intelli- 
gence*. .. 


r utto queato I. a dir poco. 
molto atrano. Tamo pin che 
(1 27 giugno 1980 cade al 
centro di una successions di 
giornl in culnal ciell dal Meditem- 
neo c 4 un viavai infemale di cap! di 
Stato, general!. minlatri dagli Bateri. 
L allora preaidente dagU Stati Unit! 
Jimmy Carter acorram da Roma a 
Madrid a Liabona. A Venezia ai chlu- 
da. il 23 giuino, U vartica dal wife 
paaai pib inaustriailxsati con bravi 
appendid vacanziere della signora 
Thatcher a di Ciscard d’Eitalng. B 
proprio U 27, gioreo della adagura, 
laacismo Ankara in Turchia I mini- 
atri dagli Bateri dalle Natn cha ai ae- 
no sccaplgliati sul problems ctegli 
auromisaili strategic! Comprew U 
mmiatra dagli Bateri italieno Emilio 
Colombo cm vola verso cats. 

t chiaro che.'con unVimila traffl- 
co. a di entente rango, » deli, i mart, 
ogni cemimatro cubico di aria, foe- 
^roconironati da una miriade di 
•W* aicurezza, dl scoru aeree 
militari, da una sconowiuta quantitA 
di radar e di aatelliti da rilevamento. 
Bppum, nesauno, almeno fjnora, ha 
detio di aver intercet tato le sequence 
deUa tragedia del Dc9. 

B un punto, queato, non tufficien- 
lemente approfondlto. I aervizi se* 
greti tecnologicameme avanzati (c 

nel 1980 non era queato il caw Italia* 
no) diapongono di aofiaticate stazlo- 
nl di aicoltq dell etere a di intarcet* 
tazione della comunicazioni. La 
Gran firetagna pu6 contare sul 
•Government communication head- 
quarters*, eon seimila addetti, con 
una base principals a Cheltenham a 
oiti dlittminttc dippertutto, io- 
prattutto nel Mediterraneo, da ovaat 
a eat, per esetnpio ad Akrotirl a Cl- 
pro, oio aitre wonoadutt. Cli amert* 
can! hanno la Nsa (National aacurity 

agency) coo un bllancio superiors dl 
sei volte a queiio della Cia. Analoshl 
aervisi hanno t franceai, i tedewni, 
all laraeliani. Si tratta di atazioni in 
funsiont ventlquatt-'orc au ventl* 
quart ro. 

Poaaibile che neaeuno abbia cat* 
turato la ultima comunicazioni ra- 
dio del Dc9 c, wprattutto. del cac- 
cia aaaaaaino a la aua bast? Ed 4 
credibilo cha nesauno di quest! ser* 
vizi, mated in via ufficiosa, abbia 
offerto alia autoritfc italiane, civili o 
militari, o agU ateiai aervizi aegreti 
come mefrea dl acambio, quests in- 
tereattezloni? 

Sono tutti elementi ehe eontribui* 
scono a aoatener* la teai dl una co* 
pertura organiszata della veritA. Po* 
che ocaarvazioni baatano a capira 
I'cnormltA degli intereaai cha agiaeo* 
no coma apinte contrappoata nella 
indaglni. Co un pacse. con la aua ae- 
ronautics, responaabite della morta 
di II parwna, cha manovra a Intriga 
affincnA ogni prove vents cancelta- 
ta, Cl wno politic! che nanno date 
forae Tordlns di taeara al militari 
italiani per superior! motivi dl into- 
reaae naztonaie. O ei wno militari 
che forae hanno tacluto la veritAi ai 


poiizici. Sa oggi queatolippare in- 
eompranalblU nel 1910 to mmtm 
All interne dalle Nato, i govemi dl- 
bauevano attrayarao grandi lacera- 
rioni aa installers o no gli auromissi- 
{} americaai. Sa in quai giorni gli its- 
liani aveiaero saputo cha un missile 
•veva abbattuto par arrore un aerao 
Cfvi!o # di e6Ho CoKiUo non ivrebbt 
mai avuto la sue base miaaiUatics 
nudeara. 

O itr* mai una veritA? Al praah 
denta dal Conaigiio Ciriaeo De Mite 
che chiedeva uMJcialmente la colla- 
boraziona delTAUaanza at Ian tics per 
la wluzione dal miatero, gloved) 10 
novambra, U aagratario generals dal- 
U Nato Manfred Woerner ha riapo- 
1| * *VI daremotutte le informazioni 
che abbiamo*. Dal quartier general# 
Bruzellei pub arrjvare 
un lnformazione vitale. La «Sltua- 

llTJW- J 11 ^ on, 5 M ic,no Bru * e l* 

lea, 4 I ufficio da cui it governo its* 
Itano potr4 aapere quail forae aero- 

Tu v ^*ra“' "*' Iirr " < “ 1 ” 

. U* /“formazlMU della Nato. 1 ri- 
aujtati della perizia aiicora in corw 
A K Dd ™ * u tr# Quairti del rottami 
oei Dc9, Uni nuovi colUboradone 
del aendri aegreti atranleri. La rab- 
bla delle forze armate italiane drate 
In ballo come reaponsabili della tra- 
gedia. Sono tutti element! che oggi 
avvidnano alia wluzione del mista- 
ro. A meno che, di nuovo, qualcuno 
?‘ r tf u P* r * r “ encora i'uliimo 
obib del Dc9 nelle profonditA dl Uatl- 
«»•, Megari eon altri 7 miiiardi a 
un altra eapioraaionc sottomarlna. 
NaiuralmemedelTlfremer. mm 


a Usa a Gheddafi: «Falsa insinui 




il Giomale L’aereo sarebbe decollate da Giola del Colie e attorn to poi in Sardegna ■ 
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Roma - Non tu amerlcano 
U miitUe-kUlerdl Ustica, a It 
Metro della verit* non at* a 
Washington. Lo rival* 11 por* 
tavBde deU'arobaao l ata *me- 
rieana a Roma: aWon Mleto * 
no mlatruiioni HJW Rgt8« 
■ullinSl fllil flllM IlLlMlUUUPtt- 
JB’UJ (Jheddail aono false • 
r prlv» di fimdaraentoe. Le pv 
role dol porlavoot amerlea- 
30 abarrano lone per eent- 
pre una porta ohe aembrava 
uaerel aperta negU ulUml 
llornt. Poatlblla, ei at chie* 
<lm, oho la portaorol «8ara* 
sogae, alia fonda a Napoli, 
non avaue vletu oon le |ue 
poUntUeime antenna 
tploslono del Dc-8 itavla U 
rTglugno i860? 

In otto anni. 1) aoverno lta- 
llano non aveva chieeto t ne* 
etrl agll americani (n4 alia 
Nato). Oggi, gll Statl Unitl 
dlchtarano dl non poter tor- 
oire alia naaoente commie- 
alone d'todagtne De Mita (el 
•needier* probabllmente (n 
oggt a domani) ale una trao- 
ela radar ohe emaeohert II 
killer. L'ajfairt al fa ooal pin 
intricate, e rleehla anal dl 
iraiformaral in una tragloa 
(ana, tn un maeabro ballet* 
to dl preaunte rivelaalonl e 
puntualiamantlta. 

Venlone Tg Salta. II roto- 
oalco dal Tgl 8 tomato ierl 
aera aul eoaao Uetloae. Nolle 
preoedenti puntate aveva 
tparato a aero contra V Arina 
mum a tirar gift U Do-8 
Itavla aarabba atato un ceo- 
lia Ualiano ohe mlrava in 
real tA a un radlo-baraaglto. 
Venlone aecoamente amen- 
Uta, prime dal miniatro del- 
la DKeaa Valerio Zanone, 
poi dal Oomtlgllo del mini- 
itri. I.* Tv di Statu aveva da- 
viat* di evitaro II etrlae. Inva- 
ee, lari aero 1 teleipettatorl 
Italian! ban no potuto aegui- 
re le aooncurtantl dlohtors- 
iloni di Paolo BonatU, 57 an- 
ni, ex dipendemo della Bela* 
nla. «Un noma simile «1 mlo 
• raeuonta U "teatlmone" - 
era nalla Uata del paaaeggart 
acomparal- Declne dl am lei e 
conoeoenti, aoprattutto 
quulll che avevano lavorato 
oon me nal pollgono eereo 
ipertmentale tntarlone dl 
Salto dl Qulrra, ml teleiona- 
ronoe. «Uno di loro - prose- 
fue BonatU - ml rival* ohe 
id abbatteru 11 Du-5ara atato 
in micelle lanciato da un 
raeda tedcHoo, In volo par 
wereitaaioni. 

11 vail volo militare, decol- 
late do Martina Franca <ma 
i Martina Frunoa non o'* un 
uroporUi bend un centra 
, < adar. t.'aeroporto pid viol- 
wlv Glut* dal Colic, 88/40 
am In lines d’aito, luLr.), 
rtaggiuVa In '“autotnatleo*, 
progrummato do* per I’au- 
uxUfeaa*. 

(Sulla cue rotta - instate 
.*ex imptegato Setonie - to* 
irodiO, fuori orariio e fuort 
quota, 11 Do-8 Ztavta. X fu la 
tragedia. Soonvnlto, U pllio* 
ua, ohe aveva un noma dl 


ohiara origins polacoa, Du* 
browakl o qualooaa di simi- 
le, atterrO pooo dopo nelto 
'aa*e aarda dl Deoimoman* 
nu.Il giorno succealvo fu 
rimpatrlato In pan frettae. 
Pine del racoon to. 

B algnor BonatU non rl- 
oorda 41 noma daU'amloo 
ohe gll tooe la confidante. 

I Forte, dloe, fu hngegner 
Vittorio Cato. Morto da eel 
anni. La veduva non * in gre* 
do dl ooiitermare n* cmentl- 
re. L’ambescJata tsdaaoa a 
Roma, lnvace, ementieco. La 
reduione del Tg Bette fa ae- 
pare dl eaver oercato invano • 
nai giornl aeon! prove oar 
toe. 

tl Qlomale ha talefonato 
lari ears al centra dl Martina 
Franoa e el I aentlto dire da 
un ufflolale (oh# ha ohlaato 
dl non oltare U cuo noma) 
ohe la aera del 37 giugno 1880 
non cl furono movlmentt aa- 
rel da Oioto del Colle. B poi, 1 
8 mat conoepiblte oha to 
tempo di paoe un pilots dl 
eaccla attreveret 1'ItaUa con 
Tauto-difeea (neeriut 
Venlone Gheddafi. Far 11 
oolonnello tl killer * a atelle 
a atrteoe. Un micelle Use. 
Gheddafi giura di poterto 
provare, oarta alia mono, in 
34 ore (e U aottoeepetarlo 
alia Pintmt, 11 liberate Ste- 
fano De Luoa, eoUeclto Zc- 
none a ohledergliele), L'em* 
basetotore di Libia a Borne, 

Bhutgun, be pnolaato per* 
eha il faeotoolo della verlt* 
anon e atato lotto dal liblol 
me dagU ataeci ttallanl, oon 
la tadaglnt gtudlilarie a oon 
quelle giornelleUohe*. Tern- 
peeuva e ceontata la reaaio- 
ne delrembaaeleta amarica- 
na a Roma: eUn aoouaa, 
quelladlOheddafl, astoluta* 
mente tilii a priva dl fonda- 
monte*. 

i Stau Untu a Nato ribadl- 
1 econo oha neasunmeseoat- 
: reo o navale are oparattvo 
nel Tirrono al momenta del 
dlmtro. 

Frattanto, la eVoce repub* 
bUcana* critic* il president* 
della Raglone Blollle, Rtno 
Niooloal, per aver coneenti* 
to a Qheddafl, andando a 
Tripoli ooi glornallaU. dl 
tonoiare 1a aua aoeuea saU- 
americane, 

Preaunte eeeretteaieal ml* 
Uteri. Un giomale ha aoata- 
nuto ierl oha ereno to oorao 
aaeroitaaiont franoo-ltalia- 
aea Capo Teutoda, aU'eatra- 
mo limit* cud dalle Sarda- 
gna, U 38, a 37 giugno. XI mini- 
■taro della Dlteia ha aubito 
preetaato eha tutta le unit* 
navel! IUUmm erano toper- 
to a Cagliari antro to or e 8 del 
87 giugno, la matttoa dall’ln- 
otdent*. An ohe quelle fran- 
ca at avevano Inierratto Tat- 
UvltoneUa nolle frail Mail 
87. 

Con un'aggiunta: I’addetto 
navale deirambasotaU dl 
Praaela a Roma, 11 oapltano 
dl vaaeeilo Jaan-Ptarre Lo- 


baa, eeolude ohe 11 «Gueprat- 
tee (U eecciatorpedtotere 
frenoeae ohiamato to Causa) 
toftMittniuto p^f Undin 
mlsslU. Bolo cannon! da 100 
mUUmotrl par aparan a tar* 
ra. 

Ierl aera Dtntro to noHtia, 
11 Tg di Betequattro, ha tove- 
oe aoatanuto che U giorno 
deirtneidente parti dalle ba- 
se eorsa dl Bolenaara un ao- 
raoeariood’annlparlrtbalU 
anU-Oheddatl dl Tobruk. La 
font#? Un rapporto dal aervi- 
«i aegratl fraooasL Un epleo- 
dlo ferae da ooUagar* alto , 
tragodtodlUattoa. 

Mane Ventura 
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;*wauljca c tlni wvlzl 'seeivtl*. dl- 
jg'iiff'':' l o* ministry della Diicsa Lully 

iiJfuriOi «luttl «scluncry categoric#- 
^ ,-v* «en|c c|tuUslasi Impllcazlonc: sc II . 

remiBrc laverslo- . 
‘ cioml slgnifi- 

- - nllllart hanno 

, Jit* j^jweiitlto ai politic!*. 

•llit&r •°*pctto che ormai afllura da. 

Sttti* Ncl gkigno seono II mini- ■ 
> Valeriy Zanone ha falto ribadlrc 



•acgnosariicmc quanilcsto *(alsc e in- 
ramantl* Ic noiizic chc gctiany ire- 
apcttl full Aeronautic# mfltarc. «Mo 
no essere chiamatu in causa pylrvbbe 
W * C K un •mplo vcntagflo dlge- 
rarchle mflltari*, prccisa II senature 
Antonio Oiolilil, uno degli csponcnll 
del Comitate per la vcrltS su llsllca, 
•dal semplid uflktnJI addetti al vdrl 
fadar mlfliari ai capl di Stato maggiy- 
re dl allora a dl oggi, ai rcsponsabili 
del aerviti scgretl; * pert difficile 
penaare che otto anni di occuHamcnli 


I 




; , T :r« penwre one ouo anni ci o 

S Bh0 *yvenutl senza fa resportaabilit* 
llore la afrcrmazloni dl "InnocenziT di uominl politic! a livello 

7 # « * t •• 


^ ' 8a W conclusion! 

giudlcc Bucarclll duvessero amen 
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tot la "verity” del general!, quest! 
document! potrebbery divcntarc assai 
cprnprorneticntl per I loro firmatari. 
m prlmo a dover rispondere sarebbe 
**!» dl Stato maggiore doll’ Aero- 
di allora, generate Lamberto 
:7 j«Jartolucel. chc In quest! sioml ha 

i a 

i , 

, I* ’**•• * In fpndo ad ognl fogllo 
l*, 11 d«bn» ‘Rise rvato", Qulndl la 
"Appunlo* a I’oggctto del- 
I Wbrmatlva: “Incident* di l/sdeaV 
* •«» 1 documsnd che li SUmi ha Inviaio al aovemo a in 

SpS&r: : SL B *3j£ d * U «*A dal fatd. 

» • u,ou " wiM,ie 


. Jlo m govemo; 

bbogneti caplre ae I ministrl chc 
allora dledero rispuate periomepo e- 
vaslve lo feccro per ignorance, per 
complicity, o per coprire quolchc ae- 
greto*. 

La alrage di llstlca potrS far trema- 
t* Ic poltronc dci potHIci? II sottose- 
Botario liberalc alic Finance Stefany 
Dc Luca. II quale da tempo alTcrma 


the aut uisastru del Dc 9 
ajesgia 'ina «mcn/.ugns 
di Stato*. non ha dubbl. 
■Le reaponsnbiliti c k re- 
tlcchxe. dellg Stato mng- 
^orc dcH'Aerynauticu so-' 
np prpvate; chc quolcuny 
abbla imbrogliato le eartc 
i ormai certo; mi acmbn 
pert Impoaslbilc chc I ml- 
irfatrl di allora non abbla- 
no capito nulla: ml augu- 
ry possa riaultare che so 
no atatl aoltanto degil 
•prowedutl*; 

Ma c't chi, come II 
mlnbtro del Tcaoro Olu- 
nano Amato, pmfcriHcc 
ancora cohccntrare tutli I aospciti aui 
mUitari; «MI aembra veruslmlte che 
gll Stall maggioii obblano noscosto 
quolcoaa al rvaponsablll det govemo*. 
fi cos), ncl proaslml glomi. k scunirv 
tetente Ira uominl In divlsa « pullitci 
rischia di Inuformanri in un platcale 
braccio dl farro. 
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calors, a qutndl 
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et — - ---I Iiavia. "L’Eiprttio" a snlrato 

n poiiHio dl flutifl document! Mgrsil • || pubblics. 

L«} d * pr * c®MW*«sloiie 

anal aincolarct ■Sorve II tospctlo chi I conllnul twtitlvi 
di acmJilarc I Ipotcil chi II Dc I ala into abbattuto da 
uamlMila, llano void a eaprin Onailil chc poco hanno 

Mmorano Miranal I fortl Inlcreul economic! Icaad al 

Oulndl II Sl.mt antra nal mtrilo dalla vfeenda. Utgla- 

_ fw .*» * • *c»!«naii un* camptcnn ilontaJJilka cm* 

eh * 5» tlato abbatluto 
ate-^r lL^ l ! g. tlll g ? *» aatiaa I'Aaronautlca mlillara 
r tfyy-'-. tvl . M A on * Hblca. la fona aaronavall alatunitcnil 
• niUMMlMl Mcdltarranao. cplnvoljindo I Sarvial din- 

StSTta^n’ ij.,_ < w<110 ,u f dr0 yien « *rfombrata una 

*2mm..wrni b * f , i’ en o vo1 .^ •, wprtra non pracliate 
mSnL»y^ ? ** vsngono praaantatl In 

r ,ort * * ■rtltraHamanle collccall Ira lore... 
CmI. Inraltl. mantra al alTarma aha I'lnddanta dal Dc 9 

fftlftt^irovaiy i * _i.y w i landato da un valivole 
Si? ^“"l 1 dopo ' dlatruito iul menti dtUa 

waL al eontinua a aoatenert 

^ ” fotitMoincWtnlt (dal Dc 

tw * r ) dials «aw«alo 

4* y lanelaio da un 

' : 22S* « d,D# "• v * tfmncaaa, 

Rdr) Clamancaau*. 

««"! non «reda all’lpoiaai 
1« tuui i 

y. * dl dbrmatraHo prenden- 
taarna le divaraa poatlbl- 
* l*fE» "*l doeumanioi 
^dppwe upfeo a rifuardo lo 


sS'-'- - r '7 ' 


propMllo are stata Inldalmanta avan- 
tatt ripaiasl aha si iratiam dl un 
missile t IDU In lala cub pirt II missile 
si aarabba auloguldaio aulla font! dl 
- .-77- «d DioteH. Cadrebba coal la prova 
coailtulla dal frammaiite dal carrallo trevalo nal eurpo dl 
»"• Paumira. cha aoaiaiudarabbt I’ipotesl datl’upiMio- 
na dal! cMarao. SI I altera preapattate qualla dl nn miasiia 
a gulda radar cbe aarabba atploay nalia son* dat eamllo, 
Arjehe queata Ipotcil pmcmava part dal pond daboH. 
Inrattf, nal eaao di un mlulte a gulda radar al aarabba 
dovute praaumara la practea yotmtt dal pi lota dl abbattira 
H Dc 9 ascludando qulndl l urera uaddantelc*. 

«A quuio punio*. conclude D dommanto dal flaml, 
•viena (ntrodotta un'uhariora variaaia ali’lpotui In qua- 
•tiona, praaupponando lo praunu di un “drona" (valivoio- 
j «• » n «H» »*tro Aerenauttea. nor) vena 

eu L(!> bl * jwmhhe landalo l| miislte aha, par arrera, 
av rabba . colplto II Dc 9 . Andie quota tael non apparc 
aoeiiniblia in quanto 9 poco prababilt dia un’e»«ltesJ«8 
cun unptefo di dronai" venga condotla nd prusat dl una 
ouovtei rlaamta al iraffieo dWIa*. Fin qul la tad da) SUmi 

avMuppl ’ della v^anda C >m0r0 ** a><W1< nuo ^ 

Ma non k tuno. In ctgulto II urrlslo tig rate mllllari 
»a uiviito al govorno un allra bnvtoimo documtnto. 
fitmato dal dlratlore dal flaml Fulvte Martini, In cul at 
cornu nice, fra I’altre, cht, Intarpallall. *1 Scrvixl (aagreU, 
ndr) Uta, teancaal, U rut! ant a grad hanno Haposto par 
te vte bravl dl nan avert ele- 
ment! •ulNnddcnte dl Uitka. 


H farvtdo brltannko cl ha rl- 
anuto par iKritto dlnon avert 
alemantl agghingendo dl aadu- 


tilt ednvold- 
Un- 


mruo cauraaow 




*. ^c • ebbettuip d» utt 
tgtneitio per errertt in 
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uceeruuo, ma solo una 


dl Pierluigi Ficoneri ^ 

• Mario Scialoja = ■ 

Nelle duecento paglne dl 3agBo dl 
appuntl gl& contegnal* mi 9 ancbc detut che tl caeda che ha 
giudfci, gU eaperti > % 33^ J "Sta* ■» 

riferiscono lutti glielernnatl tt2e mSroc^jm fy 

a»o*/epo della teat che U Dc SuSehct «2nuaS^72iS 
9 dellltavia fu abbattuto da 
un missile. £ qui nveliamo U ff ffi-j j* 

contenuto del ?>• ■ -aaicll 'urs e 4a irtvfls am d &mu 
dossier Hnora segreto 

P rinui Francesco CWuaa. md dlramnii ^jjEgSSWTBwdi 

SlnSS >dswiroraa . qtarato cu»l 
Miu. uut pivHKknu cicl Cujmi* |fu | iimno imiuiv mm buunt 

chu c un pre^denu* il&HIu RcpubbNcA jnuicalB, nrrrwi M cupuunla i m? Plan* 

nnnnu eiu chiealu la vcrilA kuI dk»* 531 «dtiTmZr* ^ 

siro dl OMica. i nugmori leader puOU* awctta^mmsE fa«loiTun iwto 

Cl tiunu uinini tvinvini rkn m immhiI ~ " “• %w ' ,a 


rivoJU ainmornu, 

M WWchew 
.dal Rank Mfanustrano 






ruutnu em vhicuu u vcrlta mil dto. iUij ^r "~ 

siro dl Oxtieo. i maggion leader pomu* 

d koiki onuai conviml ehe In quest! "rT* 

olio annl una irama «JI rcticctute, 

depistaggi e mciuognc c statu oidHa ' 

per nascundctv ck> die davveru ao 

eudde die 20.58 del 27 giugno 1980. 

quando U Dc 9 Itavla, in volo da r 

Bologna a Palermo, venae abbattuto 

con 8 1 penonv a bordu. 

Ma Bticsso quelia vcriih, o parte di v 

qucJIa veritA, e a portalo di mono: V 


onto <9 an 
scontbifttu 


travail hmnmneati <S 
~maujriafl y^rirntr trail 
W l« ouMradone d) job* 'aS8S<8AK 

K wlia 8 manamlaate .-SS^piSjS 
ntuHI. «c ku In am prt- 

mu tempo I iccnlri bides! 
wnbwune sptnpsre 
riunyhu In mode da non 
•wakwc 4e grave che .:&&9SSI 
/purtavano al urisdla; 

gw ae avaoora ricevutq qualchc pn» 
done; ma quanto captrano cnc non ! 
d avevano eonvfnto eamUarano at*- 


*■ ,.* -* -■ • ’■* 

• J * ^ 


hniamenum. 
3) Alcuae p 


Atcuae parti dd mbsfto aune dl 


<m austra apaslo ao> cnaruskmo hahana. U anaiW eMml> 
p Icaduto, sccondo die eseguke dal Centra di ipettranw 


.1 
I . 


la rc t d un c uindalo, 


drea 30 domi dope 
ad moatf ddia S&a 
Kdr.) avrobbe lanciato 
ma missile Aalto pur 
*mjrcadtnusodefDc 
'9. Del naio*. conilnua 
i perito di parlo dvfle, 
d petal di valivdo^er* 
aagilo rlnvenuii ia.ma. 
«v a mlo parcrv aunM* 
eane pocu: id rfiuha 
toe In quefa aona da* 
moatati ripeaeatl I naal 
<fi try drone; io sicsao 
*dd la coda arandoma 
d uno <fi queatl ad* 


uiudice isiruiiure Vitloiio BucareU 
na giA ju.il sue l a volo circa duecento 
paglne di appumi, anatisi e rimdtati 
che cusitiuiscono un'aniicipaaluno 
della relaxlune ilnale del cdlvgio del 
perili. In quelle paglne sono conlenu* 
ie buona parte ddle notixie riferfao 
dal seiiimanale leievisivo Tg 7 che 
stanno provoeando gran subbupUo 
negli ambient! miliiari e politick una 
pioggia di Inierrogaxioni portamento, 
ri; una giundinoia di smentile; 4a 
richicsta alia Commissione per Ie atra> 


al dl nprirc un'inchicstn; I’lnvlio <S De 
Mila ai minlstro della Difesa Valerio 




Mlia ai minlstro della Diresa Valerio >?>--=^A v *ir9ltu ml 
Zanonc a n otgcrc ui. •supplemonto *» llaria: "non 8 che 

dl Indaginet u-a gli Stall maggkiri. mare", td dbouru, ag, 

•Per quanto ne so agli alii dd ouel pezso era suuo rceuporato died 
magistraio csisic una writs aeeurtata parti prime dd dkerira dl Urika*. 


eh queatl ad* 
dl CftDudichto 
arvedadepo* 


t^dimamddCmdlMaixdhenno 
Hktvaio au dd fcammehtl maetaUd 
traeeu dl "Patn". «ma materia che 
aulo Ie Industrie Itahane usavano per 
completarw la idaceb u qd us l sa dette 
tost ate dl adsrill. Indue d I espenl 
appuiono orianud ad atiribulre an- 
che a fab brie axlu nc kahaaa I dstema 
dl oricntamcato e «dda dd mMe 
che ha caMio A 8c 9 . - 
4) A sparoro 0 statu un caecfat A 
missile era ari»a ria > Ouasto dato t 
Mato uno gy primi acccvtatl. Wattl 
ranaiisi dd Iraodatu dd radar <8 
Ctemdno efldiuata dal aupatparito 
wrwricano John KadduB md 4910 
mfierma can cartena che ad aecond 












no dw sene ds dcpo> 
Mho d fdklo ddl'ae' 
un 4 che maeatura dd 


jctih _-«he precedono 4 dfamora un caeda 
rao>. chcprocsdcvi lnraUsporaBeiadDc 
1‘ao. 9 e a vdudth lam atmrrinni rTHfl 




mmm 


UMfea*. 


dal epUcgio del periil*. spiego I co> ^fja una pone, dunque.le IpotosL* 
mandame Ccsare PlumuUi LomberL dau shni k* ee rtess a. Voafcuae ouS 


pilota dl Dc 9 dell’Ati e perito di parte Mmo pH dementi che hanao 

..I. •! . -I lift »l * It r . I __1 l..«t I .. It 


chile chc alfianca il gruppo di eqmtl jp M pwttl ttahad a ugh aapml dd 
nominuo dat tribunate di Roma. «Ad Marac (hard aeronautic r ea c a neh do>: 






nominuo dat trlbunale dt Roma. «Ad Maracfhqrd 
ubbatterv il Dc 9 4 siato un mfaaflo portment) dl 
sparato da un ebcda; tutti gli mamL IWsrate. 




^grabbe 




di duo caeda 




k j pvrbfe, yii occcruimcfiti gvokl^^ ^l gun due tmp 

tano a tale conclusvmc; tail ruio.darr^l^yi^^* 11 ^ J> 

U caeda aggivitsore opputenga aai ntera^, -sm A mt a m u 

rAciuiiiiuiku UuiUuHt imwv imi t M 

mono ptwu eerie, ma alio stmo ari>». ^g^yy^ l r lt ? ^ ntf , M !! Qr P* ” ^.#**valorairM 
Ie qucsiaappate I'lpotcs piu prubshj. v duata ddht i rdcuude.-/ - y - , . 

Ic». - *”? Mago ll mBntUt In gdjB 

Dal ciinio suo I'ingegnvrv fim toVw^SS^zSf^i ^^**3?* * AW-sSBi d-.uiSf 
Imbimbo, studioso di espkwivi e mo.^iCg!^ 1 ? 1 ! m »Mi U f SB 
tolli che fu parte del cdlegio periude ttMtSnl 

istiluito dal giudicc Bueurelll, confer JjJr 
ma questa vcrsiunc: «Ncl mosako d *“ 

nolixie Mppiuw nuiglomi scund. 4afcL_ 

gift bii» hutv.id maghirala, wxmstatl 

ntisehiulUaiii iicccrtuti eon setnpidV r^^^ aWRI^JW^rfe- 9: 


uiiacodaa 




uuvuio icIcvWvp, chc il caccia JM 
curio di un'cscncitazione ha sparaio %. 
un miutle conltu un "drone” (piccolo vi& 
veUvohhbcrsaglio) cdpendo ..invoee;^ 

ner tirrum il Dl 1 0 ada mi rliiliA SxsSk 






*/»ti '• : 


a. UyM i 'x>‘ 


Ut 


> *t 
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ROMA — La Nato non 

e'entra eon Uatlea. II tedeaeo 
Manfred Woemtr, neoaegre* 
tarlo generate delTAUeania 
Atlantic*, alia aua prime vial* 
U umelala In Italia turn i'i- 
apettava di anore trueinato 
nalla bufera della polemieha 
•uUa rteeroa delta reaponaa* 
bflltl par la tngadla del DO* 
fc Me la aua rlapoata alia prl- 
ina domanda nalla oonferan* 
.an etampa Bnala — eht ha 
frit to da eoroDario ai eolloqtd 
oon Ooaalga, Da Mita, An* 
dreottl, Zanone e BpadoUnl 
— I fern* nal tono, anil aae* 
oa. •Potto aff&mart ufficial- 
mtmte eht ml ptriodo dot tt 
moppto at IT eettembre Tito 
non e‘tra itata aleuno mono- 
era della Nato ntll'ana Into- 
mtata at ditaitro di Vtliea 
— dlehlara Woemer — . B to- 
me ngrttarte generate dtlla 
Nato voflio autcuran eht 
fittmo tutfo it pouibilt par , 
errivort aila vtrild, /Omen. • 
do tutte Veiuto ntenuario, tt 
rtchleilo*. 

■ eha queato aiuto mrt rl- 
ehlaato i gift aaaodato. Nal 
lungo incontro avuto a Palaa* 
*o Chlgi eon De Mita, Woar- 
ner a atato tafbrmato della 
oreaaione dl una eommlaato* 
na dinchleata govamativa 
ehe aetteelterJi uRlelalmente 
In eoUaborasione della Nato. 
Nerehi ncgU otto annt dl In* 
daglnl queato ahito encore 
non era auto rfehlaato? L’ex 
miniatre tadeaeo, vinbilmem. 
ta Infaatidito dal fuoco dl flla: 
dl domanda tutte eentrate 
aul ouo*Vatlea a non aul dl* 
aarmo Sit-Ovaat dal quala 
era venuto a pari are a Roma, 
ai t afbrsato nalla eonfOrensa 
atampa dl non venlr meno al- 
ia aua dotl dtplomatlebe. Ha 
earcato dl eaaere eonvinoen* 
ta, preeUando eba aa la Nato 
ha git fbmJto queaU rlapoata 
atmUlea die ha wolto della 
Me Indaglnl. aoUecitate at* 
•traverao quatebe «eanale>, 
per rtapondere alia •preoecu- 
pattoni Motion**. 

Me, non oaten t< it aua pa* 
rale, reaU la aanaaalona ehe/ 
•noha In quaato eampo, le 
■utortta ttahana abblano 
apreeato del tempo, abblano 
aglto eon tbnldena, eon ee* 
eeaatva prudanaa, affldando* 
al a rtehleate dl eblailmento o 
dl eooparaalona atanaata 
probabOmante aolo a thrello 
mUltara o mbdatertaie, non 
appoggtatt autorevoimenu 
dairautorltl govamativa o 
da fbrmail rtehleate gludlala* 
rte. Quetta » abneiio rtnil* ' 
preatlone aueeltata dalle lm* 

Haaawala tUaMa«e a i M i ut 


•A>ntti tnaptezabOmante al- 
llnatallatlone dl Maraala. 

Un*ammiartone ehlara 
Woemer 1’ha eomuaqua fat* 
U, quando aha fine ha prtei 
aato; • 8 e dtoo eht non cgila 
fa aleuno moooern Nolo pot* 
to ajfrmarlo eon tievntta 

perehd parte eemttqretarte 
9 anemia dtU'AUtama. Ha 
•aila imptditet eht Hupeh 
meaevre vengano tvoUt dal 
Patti mtmbrt dtlla Nate, f 
to non potto eerie porter* in 
no me dtgU Stott iMUi, delta 
Promts, delta Oementoedt 
oUrt Patti*. Intomma, ee la 
Nato eome Albania «non ha 
nulla da nateemdtre e tor- 
nfrd at govtme Uatiane tut * 
ta 1‘attittente neetttaria 
natto rteeroa della eertid*. 
Woernar non Intende aflhtto 
prtnderal la ratponaabiuu di 
tarantlre tuba eventuab me* 
botto avolta autonomamen* 

. to da altrt run nal Baaao 
Tlrreno. 

LaNau ai ehJamafUort, me 
nemmeno 0 auo aegratarto 
general* ae la aeeta dl taolu* 
dare aitre naponiabtUU, 
mentot Zaaona In Partamen* 
to ooatlnua a negate cha ala* 
no aUte la Pone atraata ita* 
bane a eauaan per airore 
Ilbbattlmento del dc*| net 
mare dl Uatlea. Afiora? La 
oommitrtone govemativa 
appena Ineedlau da Da Mita 
dovri guard arc dl miovo, eon 
ben maggton attendone e 
autorevoteaaa dl quanto a 


auto fttto finort, ai Paed ah.l 
leatl eha net Medltamnaa , 
mantengono una lore ferae ' 
aareo-navala e addMttwt d 
Paeal itrteraaebl ml lore 
alama. x 

Aitre Ihlbmaidonl rt atfen* 
dono, dunque, dtth Bun- 
Vnlti, ehe |U hanno femM. 

eon l loro radar am Inwdh I 
gatort ttahaal la trace* Mai 
praaenM dl altrt Jit mletertm { 
al attomo at DO-g ai moMfr 
to del dlautm. ANra neddt j 
,«t aobaettano da Partp, »■ 
ehe ae la Pnnela (eht eoafe j 
parte del diapoattlvo maun j 
della Nate « qutndl ha euaa 
Wneeli operathl a talermBi 
el) t pronu a rtbadirt turn 
eomplaU eatraniHt alfe 
gadla dl Uatlea: netauni aw* 
novra in atto tot qud perdtf 
la portaaral Pooh t Cirw»1 
oaou rtentnta net man f < 
Totone, ban lontam da U* 
oa. 

Alttl rtaeontd at enehtnfr 
no par vtrtflean la >pliU tth 
ea», per eontroCan ran* 
tuaia preaanaa d*B» fern A 
tttrl Paid meditanttd Ife, 
aonuna, mentre rt attntf m 
* prtml rtauRatl dtlUndtpai 
ludiasaria, idaaao d tfirp 
_ giro deUe lnvettiguMi 
guardando dl nuovo Htditifr ; 
temente al dl fuorl del nedd 
oonflnl, aolleeltande *uAetoto 
mente* t'aiuto a la eeSaben ? 
alone deQa Nato, atto i 
dope Uatlea. , 

Paolo patrase] 


• ,sa 
















CORAJERE delu sera 

Ui 21 .MAftf 989 



tel "M* ^ nel MM .< «— i .... 

Aaeoron vip Usa sulk rottadel DC9 

Ubiemvo m missile fme doma i mere U Carter 


Roma - uaaereodiBte* 

u> con uni •penonaBU* 
non idenuficata t bordo. 
cpi tn rolo ml oillo i Bud 
dclli Sidiia la wn diDkS 
fteiumento del DCS itavia. 
• penu non tono rtuidtl ad 
• V 7 P * nltrt elemtntt au quc* 
■to aareo the, nil aaetro 
dcUc itgfctranonl radar di 
Manila, viene 
come “triocu numero n* 
Era forte ua "Air Vorce" 

1 i»li» flotta pmidenSje 
eon a bordo Edward Mu- 
»* «_, aeyr.tario di Btato 
allort prtsfde&te dttu 
8 UU Unitt Jimmy outer? 
C'crvno dal ^ tco > 
ua tentatto 
di Intereettaiaene da parte 


.^Mass's 

swawpSs 

quanto oaaea llndiemo. 
ae del coatee del tmnapon* 
der (ratUoaechaie di autol- 
dtntificartone, add.); fl eo- 
dioe di identideaaione (per 


; Manila, ad.r.) e M. eorti- 
•pendente alllntoaaione 

dT^iTOnaiiu^pSSSSJ 

I Bud della SfcutaTVala, 
mt etna mflkSLmetrt 
Ion. Quota: oirea 11.000 1 
52 HV W °rd/B«, 

Al momen- 

Si'SrSKSS.'SS; 

»> aljiit dal DOO». 
Llpotari eh# propno ua 

tSodfwato Muatae £££ 
•e troeato in qualcbc mod o 
eoineolto nolle ceenarto 
eon i’abbatu- 

ggST;£ 

sa.'-'Ss s 

SXpSSSKilfE 1 

fwwto del DOO, tt prtkden* < 
te Oarter aeeva **—*«(-p y 1 
Portofailo. ultima tappa 1 1 


sss&ttsissre 

isiar™*” 

te Ankara, MuaJtia rat* 

JSSjLSSFA ?««aaa 

dal FntofaUot I'uno am 
queito enter* Masaito> 

ft 8 * eo* tom , v!Sm 

^ ••retario di Bute 

sssssstrut 

f&tS&jHSg: 

Morn di un canola nandno 
(UMeo?), bum imeSS 
annteeunduri& gS^L 
tooen vmmBMrnm 

e> potrepbew treean can. 
temL. u dwSatuto 
3 QcclattUBetetMci»efi ; 
£P*^gem Mloolata la dr? 
aa no wiUa, un trestle 
^um opttcaeakJ^S 

mm eopnra m pecbi o£u* 


St^—jtneta etnerdi. S' 

SgoebcflmMUtntecon- 
^MwAnuowamente tutu i 

pertmtan di amuerareu 

S£”* dJBe Swreiaaioni 


$ S %2' S 2?8 £gZ , 


7 ." — , Huvnnuioiu 

(wane) di cut qa dlapone. 

nn»)?Sf?y aacoltare 
eome testimom tutti eh 
eporato rl del radar di 
niemiiijn c , . Manila e Lice, 
.dtreni aanuuio l 

jteffiJSM;', 

•He Caman (e t teem di 
ahmmo ebe 
rin Be Mha a itaponden). 
Iteaam (Pt) dibtit una 
aehl eita pa rlamentare. 

SA.’SS'l.'Mfpg 

SgSSSJSlSK 

SWSS’A.'asr 

Andrea Pngntori 
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. r iL ritssAuw 

Nuovi panicolari suH'abtanjmenio ddDC 9. 11 imrile fa spams da % mfrta 

Ustica, c’era un altro aereo 

Marsala segnalb un vdivdo con «personaMi a bordo» 

C Quel giomo sul Meditaianeo I 
viqggitvaao autorite di riiono ' 
da un Venice Nato. 0 giudice in* 
terngheterex minisoo Lagorio 


d PlOniMZA 8ARZANINI 

LaaendeUTgjugno 19W 
un’iereo eon un* tit* perao- 
ntliU goventttivi a bordo 
viagjiivi contempomnea- 
menu *1 De9 dell’Itevi* a 
230 mi|lia di dtsunza, • rod. 
L'ipottii cbe «i tnttane di un 
vdivoio icoruto da term da 
caccia rtafftora nella perizia 
depotitata venerdl nell’uffl- 
cio del giudice istnmon Vit- 
torio Bucardli. E trove coil 
maggior comment* la poed- 
biliU cbe il Dc9 il da trovato 
in mezzo a un iaieguimcnto 
di un poedbil* ancautore. 
Quelle ten il radar di Mam- 
ie rapitrt 23 trace* dl vebv> 
li o onetti non kkatificati. 
La atraccia Il» corrispqndc 
all'aerao tul quale vtacpava 
quetl'du panondit*. cbe t 
identificato ad tabulati di 
Manakconkrigk«36»che 
identifies proprio gli acid di 
aerai eon peraonaliU a bordo. 
Ma dil era quart unportan- 
te uomo di GovemoT OU to- 
rei da eaceia ehe lo scortava- 
no ponono aver avuto un 
niolo nell'atteatato del Oe97 

II inagUtnto cbe eoaduoa 
I’inobksta interrogheri ad 
proeiimi dorei 1’iilon mini- 
i tro della Dileu, Ldlo Laqo- 
rio, e aentirt nuovtmant* |h 
addetti d radar della Modoai 
di Lieoia e Manala. Dopo le 
riveladoni contemn* Bella 
teladone conaef&ata dd ad 
eepeni, d area ora la handle- 
n di quell’aereo da cacda da 
cui parti il miaaite. Sapera 
quale alta peraonaliU viag- 
|i* v * conteatporaneamente 


al Oc9 potrebbe aiutaie gll 
inquirend i caput chi apart 
contro I'aerto ddl'liavia. So- 
no traaconi nore anaL la ri- 
chieeta di aaperel quateoaa di 
piu w quel vellvolo che pro- 
cedava acortato. t atau (hue 
pin volte ma non ha mai otte- 
auto riipceta. n Mifiittra del- 
ta Diftaa Ztaoae, riapoaden- 
do a ouroeroae intenoqazio. 
ai, ha gid detto che aesrona 
alia peraonaUU Italiana via*, 
giava quel flora© in aareo. 

Dicanod aachcis qud 
gtoni an in eorao il Coad- 
dlo della Nato ad Ankara, ia 
Turahia. Tin gU altrt era pm- 
aantc I'aflon segntario di 
Stato amerieaao Edmund 
Muakk. In Ponogaflo c’era 
in voce I’aflon wmdsate de- 
al! Stad Uaid. Jimmy Cuter, 
in vialta uffldalr, L’ipotad 
avanata pte volte wok il 
aogntarto dl Start che va da 
Ankara fiao in Ponogaflo par 
ragiunpCTt il preddeatt, 
pr oa eguen de poi fl aao viag- 
gw vtno Btnkok. Potrebbe 
men duaqua Muakk 1’aha 
peraonahtt che viaoteva 
acortata da aerd da cacda 
mantra il Dc9 fteeva tone 
vtno Palermo? Se quota 
ipoted trovaaae eoaJbrma la- 
e cc re bbc tpado a auovt ooo- 
grtture. Prima fra tuna qudla 
che raarto dvik Italiano d 
trovO proprio in mcaco al- 
riaaeguinwnto di ua awer* 
auto da pane dkad> aerd da 
CMda Uta in aemato dl acor- 
ta. D radar di Manala aagu) 
quctTaereo cob l'alu perao- 
aabU fino alk 21,02 c dot 
eottamtata due mitiuti dopo 


k tragadia. E quest* poadbi- 
Utt e etata mw in iuca ieri 
aacha dal. de* presidents dei 
comuniM Lucia no Violantc. 

miadk aria*ri* che ha 
rthattuto il Dc9 - ha detto 
Violantc - 1 evideatemente 
partirt da un aetto alkato, 

percM as aoa fosse auto del* 

k Nato aarabbe atato tonne- 
diatamentc aagnakto. La co- 
ca pto grave a chc aeouao, 
adl'AUeaam Atkntkn ha 
detto aufla au queart epbo- 

Bui, 

Mao 


ll» • Omhw* fteteraeae dd 
peritL Lo ataoo radar capta 
alk 20,40 una atnoda diffld- 
k da Interpretam diuaoo- 
getrtehc vkggiaa UOmJdli 
^•J jOd dad rteevabili 
dal tabukto - queeto d hwe 
ndk perizia - riauha ua og- 
getto che da quota mofto ek- 
vata, 2a TOO nwtri. mode 
cob vdodU vtnkak di di- 
ao rt a cn et a m a a 1 1.243 rectri, 
con turn veiod t* aul pteao 

“■ ‘Mi te 


L'aarao ddl’liavia viaggiava 
In diruiuuu rod $ d trovava 
qutedi te poddooe perpen- 
otcolare a nuaircgnatto. F 
eaciuao eba il vtflvote che va 
te pkchiata pom mere ua 
•areo dvik perdden ad una 
quota troppo devata. Potrab- 
ha allot* tnmard dl ua aereo 
militare? La m irtoda 
•oompare adlo atoaao iztantc 
m ounl DcP vteae abbattuto. 
E propno te qud momantoa 
Manala d dedde di oambia- 
n il aactio dafla ngkmdo- 
aa. Quern coiaddcaapeeta 


per 1 perid ua eputtto oacu- 

■ rt». 

II Miailtrt della Difeu 
Valerio Zeirtae, durante 
ua’tetenriate rikteteta kri 
ton al Tgl, ha aachteo che il 
mkdk pone eeeert partito 
d* ua aereo militara italiano. 
«F atato accenaw - ha detto 
7 che aaariia eereo militara 
itehaao an te aaereitaiione 
qud done aall'arta di Uni- 
c *. Ab htemo compfuto poi 
•eoertUMod aufla coaaiatei^ 
ta del n da dH te dotazione 
dove son rkultano maacaii- 
ana. Par qud che riguatda 
qad «bueo» al ndu di Mar- 
rale, Zaaoae ha poi ammet- 
ao, come dd nato (bee all’e- 
poo* Ulio Legorio, che k co- 
pertura radar ad Medltem- 
noo epraacntava aotevoli e 
gravj dafldenaae. «NeJ eorao 
del tempo - ha aggiunto il 
Mtetetro - tow tuic preae 
uoa aerie dl mirore di miglio- 
rameato, a molto mu aaco- 
mda(h».Noaacasokdife- 
n am* e il rimma dl otter- 
mmc dci ndar in otrtJco- 
luttkprioritt 1 aell'ambito 
dd pragnmnu di riammo- 
deraameato ddk Fane ar- 


La paraia paaaa on a tune 
k peraonaliU politicbe a mi- 
Atari dal tempo ehe dovran- 
60 ora raocootara la loro ver- 
rids#' al giudice Bucarelli. 
Cba dovnaao doe spitfire 
tun* quelk omiwioni che in 
qtktd ao ve aaai haaao av- 
vqlrt ad miatero k tragedia 
dalD^e k asorta di quegli 
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TALKING PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 


Press reports that our 6th Fleet passed a radar recording 
to the investigating magistrate are false. 

There are no such recordings that we are aware of. 

Our Department of State has passed on all available infor- 
mation that they have on the two Americans named in your press 
to your Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

I note that Prime Minister De Mita has named a governmental 
commission to investigate the crash. 

Is there anything else we can do to help you? 


unclassified 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L:4: 14 







unclassified 

BACKGROUND PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 


Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force. 

On 17 November , Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. They are off pursuing 
a possible FRG connection at this time. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day 
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L: 4 : 14 
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UNCLASSIFIED 



TALKING PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 


- We have asked our JCS and pertinent commanders for any additional 

information they might have to help your government in its investi 

gation of the June 1980 air tragedy near Utica. 

- We are in the process of finalizing that report to you and will 

have it to you within the next few days. 

- As our earlier, but much briefer report stated, the conclusion 
of the new report indicates no U.S. involvement. 

- We hope that this final report is helpful to your government. 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L: 4 : 14 
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BACKGROUND PAPER 


ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 


Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force. 

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day 
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 

We have already responded to one request from the Italian 
Government for information (copy attached), and are presently 
answering a second. A copy of*the request is also attached. 

Both reports indicate no U.S. involvement. 

The results of one Italian investigation have been "leaked" 
to the press with the conclusion being that the aircraft was 
downed by an air-to-air missile. 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X-72201 L : 6 : 8 
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BACKGROUND PAPER 
ON 

THE DOWNING OF THE ITAVIA DC-9 AT USTICA IN 1980 


Speculation on responsibility for the downing of the Itavia 
DC-9 at Ustica in 1980 continues to focus on the Italian Air 
Force. 

On 17 November, Prime Minister De Mita named seven members of 
a governmental commission that will investigate the mysterious 
crash of the airliner. 

The Italian Press has fastened onto statements by Zanone and 
Air Staff Chief Pisano that did not explicitly exclude the pos- 
sibility of involvement by Allied aircraft. 

Press reports that "the 6th Fleet passed a radar recording a 
few days ago to the investigating magistrate" ... "from the day 
of the crash made by a U.S. aircraft carrier berthed in Naples" 
have been proven false by the U.S. Navy. 

We have responded to two requests from the Italian Government 
for information (copies attached) v Both reports indicate no U.S 
involvement. 

The results of one Italian magester ial-level investigation 
concluded that the aircraft was downed by an air-to-air missile; 
however, the results of the formal federal-level investigation 
have been "leaked" to the press with the conclusion being that 
the aircraft was downed by some sort of bomb placed on the air- 
craft. 


\)CC \t\ 


Mr. Lazarus 
OASD/ISP (Eur Pol) 
X— 72201 L: 6: 8 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE \ 

( 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301 


1 B MAY 1989 

His Excellency Rinaldo Petrignani 
Ambassador E. and P. 

Embassy of Italy 

1601 Fuller Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

Pursuant to your request of 23 March 1989 and your office call 
with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on 27 March 1989, another 
review was conducted of U.S. records for additional information that 
might be useful to the Government of Italy in its ongoing investi- 
gation of the ITAVIA DC-9 crash on 27 June 1980. 

Headquarters, US European Command, conducted a review of its 
records based on the expanded questions in your 23 March 1989 aide 
memoire. Details of the review are listed below. 

a. US Aircraft Airborne on 27 June 1980 . 

m 

(1) U.S. Navy historical record checks document that the 
air wing embarked in USS Saratoga flew twenty-one sorties from 
Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily on 27 June 1980. The last 
aircraft landed at 1618 local time, well before the reported 2100 
local time Ustica air crash. Also, U.S. Navy primary data files 
for air-to-air missile carriage and expenditure document zero 
captive flight or firing records for aircraft squadrons of USS 
Saratoga or any other squadron of the Sixth Fleet between the days 
of 26 June and 28 June 1980. 

(2) USAF records held at the 7555th Tactical Training 
Squadron at Decimomannu, Sardinia, reveal that there were no US 
Navy flights out of Decimomannu on 27 June 1980, nor was there any 
use of the Capo Frasca air-to-ground range on that date. The records 
also indicate that daily flying operations by elements of Headquarter 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe (USAFE) at Decimomannu were completed by 
1700 hours local time. Therefore, all USAF aircraft were on the 
ground at the time of the incident. 

b* Voice , Radar , and Other Recordings . No voice or radar 
recordings of air traffic in the Tyrrhenian Sea for the evening of 
27 June 1980 are currently available. The procedures in use at the 
time called for such recordings to be retained for only 24 hours, 
unless unusual circumstances required a longer period. The absence 
of records indicates that nothing abnormal was detected. Ships in 
port are required to shut down radar systems; therefore, the majority 
of the Sixth Fleet ships were not capable of monitoring traffic in 
the areas where they were berthed. 
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c. Position of SARATOGA and its Task Force * The Enclosure 
provides the positions of Sixth Fleet ships for the evening of 
27 June* 1980. The listing was extracted from the Sixth Fleet 
Employment Schedule, ships' deck logs, and command histories obtained 
from the Naval Historical Center. • 

With regard to your verbal question to Admiral Crowe concerning 
Italian press reports that allege then-Secretary of State Muskie was 
flying in the area at the time, the Department of State confirms 
that Mr. Muskie was in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, when the incident 
occurred. He traveled from Ankara, Turkey, on 26 June, arriving in 
Kuala Lumpur at 0245 Italian time on 27 June 1980* 

I hope that these comments from the final review of available 
U.S. records are helpful to your government in settling this 
investigation . 

Sincerely, 

■. .X — 

si 

Enclosure: Donald J. Atwood 

As stated * 


ENCLOSURE 


SIXTH TLEET SHIP POSITIONS OH 21 1980 


(Moored Mole Angioino) 
(In route Athene) 
(£n route Athene) 


SHIP 

SARATOGA 

DAHLGREN 

DALE 

D.B. BIARY 
BRISCOE 

COKTE DE GRASSE 

STUKP 

HEWES 

MC DONNELL 

VREELAND 

PUGET SOUND 

PAWCATUCR 

GUADALCANAL 

NASHVILLE 

PENSACOLA 

LAMOURE COUNTY 

BARNSTABLE COUNTY 

AUSTIN 

SANTA BARBARA 


LOCATION 

Maples (Anchorage) 
Naples 
Aegean Sea 
Aegean Sea 
Athene 
Athens 
Palma, Spain 
Palma, Spain 
Palma* Spain 
Palma, Spain 
Palma, Spain 
Palma, Spain 
Carbonarae, Spain 
Carbonaras, Spain 
Carbonarae, Spain 
Carbonarae, Spain 
Carbonarae, Spain 


(Training Anchorage) 
(Training Anchorage) 
(Training Anchorage) 
(Training Anchorage) 
(Training Anehorage) 


Approx SB 13N, 005 17E, Westbound at 
271000Z Based on 271000Z and 2S0600Z 
positions. 

Souses, Tunisia 


Enclosure 
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SHIP 

HT B AKER 

SYLVAN I A 
R2GEL 

CALOOSAHATCHEE 

KALAMAZOO 

RECOVERY 

NEOSHO 

GILMORE 

ORION 

SPADEFISH 

LAPON 

SEAHORSE 

GREENLZNG 


LOCATION 

Eastern Mediterranean (Departed Haifa 
26 June, Arrived Augusta Bay 90 Juna) 
Malaga, Spain 
Malaga, Spain 

Aagaan Saa (Dapartad Athana 26 Juna, 

Arrivad Cagliari 20 Juna) 

Villafrancha, Franca 

La Spezia 

Xalaaata, Graaca 

La Maddalana 

La Maddalana 

La Maddalana 

Cantral Maditarranaan 

Cantral Maditarranaan 

Cantral Maditarranaan 


NOTE: Only the SARATOGA, DAHLGREN, DALE, BRISCOE, 

COMTE DE GRASSE, STOMP, HEMES, AND VREELAND vara 
surface-to-air nlsaila eapabla in 19S0. 
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